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Smithsonian Institution $500,000 to carry out the pur-
poses of this Act. 

‘‘SEC. 3. Any portion of the sums appropriated to 
carry out the purposes of this Act may be transferred 
to the General Services Administration which, in con-
sultation with the Smithsonian Institution, is author-
ized to enter into contracts and take such other action, 
to the extent of the sums so transferred to it, as may 
be necessary to carry out such purposes.’’

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION PLANS FOR AND CONSTRUC-
TION OF MUSEUM SUPPORT FACILITIES; APPROVAL OF 
PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS; SITUS; TRANSFER OF 
LAND; APPROPRIATIONS; CONTRACTS BY GENERAL 
SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 

Pub. L. 111–11, title XV, § 15103, Mar. 30, 2009, 123 Stat. 
1456, provided that: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Board of Regents of the 
Smithsonian Institution is authorized to construct a 
greenhouse facility at its museum support facility in 
Suitland, Maryland, to maintain the horticultural op-
erations of, and preserve the orchid collection held in 
trust by, the Smithsonian Institution. 

‘‘(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There is au-
thorized to be appropriated $12,000,000 to carry out this 
section. Such sums shall remain available until ex-
pended.’’

Pub. L. 94–98, Sept. 19, 1975, 89 Stat. 480, as amended 
by Pub. L. 95–569, Nov. 2, 1978, 92 Stat. 2444; Pub. L. 
108–72, § 2, Aug. 15, 2003, 117 Stat. 888, provided that: 
‘‘The Regents of the Smithsonian Institution are au-
thorized to prepare plans for, and to construct, museum 
support facilities to be used for (1) the care, curation, 
conservation, deposit, preparation, and study of the na-
tional collections of scientific, historic, and artistic ob-
jects, specimens, and artifacts; (2) the related docu-
mentation of such collections of the Smithsonian Insti-
tution; and (3) the training of museum conservators. No 
appropriation shall be made to construct the facilities 
authorized by this Act until the Committee on Public 
Works and Transportation of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Rules and Administration 
of the Senate, by resolution approve the final plans and 
specifications of such facilities. 

‘‘SEC. 2. The museum support facilities referred to in 
section 1 shall be located on federally owned land with-
in the metropolitan area of Washington, District of Co-
lumbia. Any Federal agency is authorized to transfer 
land under its jurisdiction to the Smithsonian Institu-
tion for such purposes without reimbursement. 

‘‘SEC. 3. There is authorized to be appropriated to the 
Smithsonian Institution $21,500,000 to carry out this 
Act (other than section 4). Any portion of the sums ap-
propriated for such purposes may be transferred to the 
General Services Administration which, in consulta-
tion with the Smithsonian Institution, is authorized to 
enter into contracts and take such other action, to the 
extent of the sums so transferred to it, as may be nec-
essary to carry out such purposes. 

‘‘SEC. 4. Additional space and resources for national 
collections held by the Smithsonian Institution. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Board of Regents of the 
Smithsonian Institution may plan, design, construct, 
and equip additional special use storage and labora-
tory space at the museum support facility of the 
Smithsonian Institution in Suitland, Maryland, to 
accommodate the care, preservation, conservation, 
deposit, and study of national collections held in 
trust by the Institution. 

‘‘(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There are 
authorized to be appropriated to carry out this sec-
tion—

‘‘(1) $2,000,000 for fiscal year 2003; 
‘‘(2) $10,000,000 for fiscal year 2004; and 
‘‘(3) such sums as are necessary for each of fiscal 

years 2005 through 2008.’’
[Amendment of section 3 by Pub. L. 95–569 effective 

Oct. 1, 1979.] 

NATIONAL MUSEUM 

The National Museum was not created by any express 
statutory provision for that purpose. It was first men-

tioned in an appropriation for postage for ‘‘the Na-
tional Museum in the Smithsonian Institution,’’ con-
tained in act June 20, 1874, ch. 328, § 1, 18 Stat. 103. An 
appropriation for a building for the use of the National 
Museum was made by act Mar. 3, 1879, ch. 182, § 1, 20 
Stat. 397, and annual appropriations have continuously 
been made for expenses of heating, etc., such building. 

NATIONAL MUSEUM EXHIBIT 

Res. Feb. 28, 1922, ch. 86, 42 Stat. 399, authorized Sec-
retary of State to transfer to custody of Secretary of 
Institution for safekeeping and exhibition in National 
Museum the sword of George Washington and the staff 
of Benjamin Franklin, presented by Samuel T. Wash-
ington, and the sword of Andrew Jackson, presented by 
family of General Robert Armstrong. 

TRANSPORTATION OF PROPERTY 

Quartermaster-General and his officers were required 
to receive and transport property for National Museum 
by a provision of act July 5, 1884, ch. 217, 23 Stat. 107. 

§ 50a. Gellatly art collection; estimates of sums 
needed for preservation and maintenance 

The Smithsonian Institution is authorized to 
include in its estimates of appropriations such 
sums as may be needful for the preservation and 
maintenance of the John Gellatly art collection. 

(June 5, 1929, ch. 9, 46 Stat. 5.) 

§ 51. Library 

The Regents shall make, from the interest of 
the fund, an appropriation, not exceeding an av-
erage of $25,000 annually, for the gradual forma-
tion of a library composed of valuable works 
pertaining to all departments of human knowl-
edge. 

(R.S. § 5587.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 5587 derived from act Aug. 10, 1846, ch. 178, § 8, 
9 Stat. 105.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

PUBLIC USE OF RESEARCH AND STUDY FACILITIES OF 
CERTAIN INSTITUTIONS 

Under provisions of R.S. § 94 and act Mar. 3, 1875, ch. 
179, 18 Stat. 512, the Joint Committee on the Library of 
Congress was authorized to extend the use of the Li-
brary to the Regents of the Smithsonian Institution. 
These provisions were not classified to the Code, being 
rendered superfluous by a general declaration of public 
policy by Congress, by a joint resolution adopted Apr. 
12, 1892, 27 Stat. 395, to the effect that facilities for 
study and research in the Library of Congress, the Na-
tional Museum, and similar institutions shall be af-
forded investigators, students, etc., in the several 
states and territories as well as in the District of Co-
lumbia. 

§ 52. Evidence of title to site and buildings 

The site and lands selected for buildings for 
the Smithsonian Institution shall be deemed ap-
propriated to the institution, and the record of 
the description of such site and lands, or a copy 
thereof, certified by the chancellor and Sec-
retary of the Board of Regents, shall be received 
as evidence in all courts of the extent and 
boundaries of the lands appropriated to the in-
stitution. 
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(R.S. § 5588.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 5588 derived from act Aug. 10, 1846, ch. 178, § 4, 
9 Stat. 104. 

§ 53. Protection of property 

All laws for the protection of public property 
in the city of Washington shall apply to, and be 
in force for, the protection of the lands, build-
ings, and other property of the Smithsonian In-
stitution. All moneys recovered by or accruing 
to, the institution shall be paid into the Treas-
ury of the United States, to the credit of the 
Smithsonian bequest, and separately accounted 
for. 

(R.S. § 5589.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 5589 derived from act Aug. 10, 1846, ch. 178, § 5, 
9 Stat. 104. 

§ 53a. Authorization of appropriations 

Appropriations are authorized for the mainte-
nance of the Astrophysical Observatory and the 
making of solar observations at high altitudes; 
for repairs and alterations of buildings and 
grounds occupied by the Smithsonian Institu-
tion in the District of Columbia and elsewhere; 
and for preparation of manuscripts, drawings, 
and illustrations for publications. 

(Aug. 22, 1949, ch. 494, § 2, 63 Stat. 623.) 

§ 54. Appropriation of interest 

So much of the property of James Smithson as 
has been received in money, and paid into the 
Treasury of the United States, being the sum of 
$541,379.63, shall be lent to the United States 
Treasury and invested in public debt securities 
with maturities requested by the Smithsonian 
Institution bearing interest at rates determined 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, based upon 
current market yields on outstanding market-
able obligations of the United States of com-
parable maturities, and this interest is hereby 
appropriated for the perpetual maintenance and 
support of the Smithsonian Institution; and all 
expenditures and appropriations to be made, 
from time to time, to the purposes of the Insti-
tution shall be exclusively from the accruing in-
terest, and not from the principal of the fund. 
All the moneys and stocks which have been, or 
may hereafter be, received into the Treasury of 
the United States, on account of the fund be-
queathed by James Smithson, are hereby 
pledged to refund to the Treasury of the United 
States the sums hereby appropriated. 

(R.S. § 5590; Pub. L. 97–199, § 1, June 22, 1982, 96 
Stat. 121.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 5590 derived from acts Aug. 10, 1846, ch. 178, § 2, 
9 Stat. 102; Feb. 5, 1867, ch. 34, § 2, 14 Stat. 391. 

AMENDMENTS 

1982—Pub. L. 97–199 substituted ‘‘and invested in pub-
lic debt securities with maturities requested by the 
Smithsonian Institution bearing interest at rates de-
termined by the Secretary of the Treasury, based upon 
current market yields on outstanding marketable obli-
gations of the United States of comparable maturities, 
and this interest is hereby’’ for ‘‘, at 6 per centum per 
annum interest; and 6 per centum interest on the trust-
fund and residuary legacy received into the United 
States Treasury, payable in half-yearly payments, on 
the first of January and July in each year, is’’, sub-
stituted ‘‘purposes of the Institution’’ for ‘‘purposes of 
the institution’’, and substituted ‘‘are hereby pledged’’ 
for ‘‘are pledged’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1982 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 97–199, § 2, June 22, 1982, 96 Stat. 121, provided 
that: ‘‘The amendment made by the first section 
[amending this section] shall apply with respect to fis-
cal years beginning after September 30, 1982.’’

§ 55. Acceptance of other sums 

The Secretary of the Treasury is authorized 
and directed to receive into the Treasury, on the 
same terms as the original bequest of James 
Smithson, such sums as the Regents may, from 
time to time, see fit to deposit, not exceeding, 
with the original bequest, the sum of $1,000,000. 
This shall not operate as a limitation on the 
power of the Smithsonian Institution to receive 
money or other property by gift, bequest, or de-
vise, and to hold and dispose of the same in pro-
motion of the purposes thereof. 

(R.S. § 5591; Mar. 12, 1894, ch. 36, 28 Stat. 41.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 5591 derived from act Feb. 5, 1867, ch. 34, § 1, 14 
Stat. 391. 

AMENDMENTS 

1894—Act Mar. 12, 1894, made limitation on deposits 
into the Treasury inapplicable to receipt of gifts, be-
quests and devises and dispositions of money or other 
property. 

§ 56. Disposal of unappropriated money 

The Regents are authorized to make such dis-
posal of any other moneys which have accrued, 
or shall hereafter accrue, as interest upon the 
Smithsonian fund, not herein appropriated, or 
not required for the purposes herein provided, as 
they shall deem best suited for the promotion of 
the purpose of the testator. 

(R.S. § 5592.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 5592 derived from act Aug. 10, 1846, ch. 178, § 9, 
9 Stat. 105. 

§ 57. Disbursements 

Whenever money is required for the payment 
of the debts or performance of the contracts of 
the institution, incurred or entered into in con-
formity with the provisions of sections 41 to 46, 
48, 50, 51 to 53, 54 to 57, and 67 of this title, or for 
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