§ 80s-2

pants in the Civil Rights movement that are
housed in archives, libraries, museums, and
other educational institutions, as well as on-
going documentary work, in order to aug-
ment and complement these endeavors and
avoid duplication of effort;

(B) to solicit, reproduce, and collect—

(i) video and audio recordings of personal
histories and testimonials of individuals
who participated in the Civil Rights move-
ment, and

(ii) visual and written materials (such as
letters, diaries, photographs, and ephem-
era) relevant to the personal histories of
individuals;

(C) to create a collection of the recordings
and other materials obtained, and to catalog
and index the collection in a manner the Li-
brarian and the Secretary consider appro-
priate; and

(D) to make the collection available for
public use through the Library of Congress
and the National Museum of African Amer-
ican History and Culture, as well as through
such other methods as the Librarian and the
Secretary consider appropriate.

(2) Role of Director of museum

The Secretary shall carry out the Sec-
retary’s duties under this subchapter through
the Director of the National Museum of Afri-
can American History and Culture.

(b) Use of and consultation with other entities

The Librarian and the Secretary may carry
out the activities described in subsection (a)(1)
through agreements and partnerships entered
into with other government and private entities,
and may otherwise consult with interested per-
sons (within the limits of available resources)
and develop appropriate guidelines and arrange-
ments for soliciting, acquiring, and making
available recordings under the project under
this subchapter.

(c) Services of experts and consultants; accept-
ance of volunteer services; advance pay-
ments

In carrying out activities described in sub-
section (a)(1), the Librarian and the Secretary
may—

(1) procure temporary and intermittent serv-
ices under section 3109 of title 5;

(2) accept and utilize the services of volun-
teers and other uncompensated personnel and
reimburse them for travel expenses, including
per diem, as authorized under section 5703 of
title 5; and

(3) make advances of money and payments
in advance in accordance with section 3324 of
title 31.

(d) Timing

As soon as practicable after May 12, 2009, the
Librarian and the Secretary shall begin col-
lecting video and audio recordings and other
materials under subsection (a)(1), and shall at-
tempt to collect the first such recordings from
the oldest individuals involved.

(e) Definition

In this subchapter, the term ‘Civil Rights
movement’”’ means the movement to secure ra-
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cial equality in the United States for African
Americans that, focusing on the period 1954
through 1968, challenged the practice of racial
segregation in the Nation and achieved equal
rights legislation for all American citizens.

(Pub. L. 111-19, §3, May 12, 2009, 123 Stat. 1613.)

§ 80s-2. Private support for civil rights history
project

(a) Encouraging solicitation and acceptance of
donations

The Librarian of Congress and the Secretary
are encouraged to solicit and accept donations
of funds and in-kind contributions to support ac-
tivities under section 80s-1 of this title.

(b) Dedication of funds provided to Library of
Congress

Notwithstanding any other provision of law—

(1) any funds donated to the Librarian of
Congress to support the activities of the Li-
brarian under section 80s-1 of this title shall
be deposited entirely into an account estab-
lished for such purpose;

(2) the funds contained in such account shall
be used solely to support such activities; and

(3) the Librarian of Congress may not de-
posit into such account any funds donated to
the Librarian which are not donated for the
exclusive purpose of supporting such activi-
ties.

(Pub. L. 111-19, §4, May 12, 2009, 123 Stat. 1614.)

§ 80s-3. Authorization of appropriations

There are authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this subchapter—
(1) $500,000 for fiscal year 2010; and
(2) such sums as may be necessary for each
of the fiscal years 2011 through 2014.

(Pub. L. 111-19, §5, May 12, 2009, 123 Stat. 1615.)

SUBCHAPTER XVI—WOMEN’S HISTORY
MUSEUM

§80t. Findings

Congress finds the following:

(1) Since its founding, the United States has
greatly benefitted from the contributions of
women.

(2) Historical accounts, monuments, memo-
rials, and museums disproportionately rep-
resent men’s achievements and contributions
and often neglect those of women. For exam-
ple—

(A) a study of 18 United States history
textbooks concluded that 10 percent of the
material documented contributions of
women;

(B) 9 statues out of 91 in the United States
Capitol’s National Statuary Hall depict
women; and

(C) only one of the 44 monuments operated
by the National Park Service specifically
honors the achievements of women after the
2016 designation of the Belmont-Paul Wom-
en’s Equality National Monument.

(3) There exists no national museum in the
United States that is devoted to the docu-
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mentation of women’s contributions through-
out the Nation’s history.

(4) On December 19, 2014, Congress created a
Congressional Commission to study the poten-
tial for an American museum of women’s his-
tory. The bipartisan Commission unanimously
concluded that the United States needs and
deserves a physical national museum dedi-
cated to showcasing the historical experiences
and impact of women in the United States.

(6) A comprehensive women’s history mu-
seum would document the full spectrum of the
experiences of women in the United States,
represent a diverse range of viewpoints, expe-
riences, and backgrounds, more accurately de-
pict the history of the United States, and add
value to the Smithsonian Institution.

(6) The collections, exhibits, historical nar-
rative materials, and museum programming of
the women’s history museum should be inclu-
sive, comprehensive, and innovative. Such col-
lections, exhibits, materials, and program-
ming should present the diverse range of expe-
riences and viewpoints of all women in the
United States, reflecting upon the things that
set women apart from one another while also
highlighting the experiences that many of
these women share.

(Pub. L. 116-260, div. T, title I, §102, Dec. 27, 2020,
134 Stat. 2272.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
SHORT TITLE

Pub. L. 116-260, div. T, title I, §101, Dec. 27, 2020, 134
Stat. 2272, provided that: ‘“This title [enacting this sub-
chapter] may be cited as the ‘Smithsonian American
Women’s History Museum Act’.”

§ 80t-1. Establishment of Museum

(a) Establishment

There is established within the Smithsonian
Institution a comprehensive women’s history
museum, to be named by the Board of Regents
in consultation with the council established
under section 80t—2 of this title (referred to in
this subchapter?! as the ‘“‘Museum’’).

(b) Purpose

The purpose of the Museum established under
this section shall be to provide for—

(1) the collection and study of, and the es-
tablishment of programs relating to, women’s
contributions to various fields and throughout
different periods of history that have influ-
enced the direction of the United States;

(2) collaboration with other Smithsonian In-
stitution museums and facilities, outside mu-
seums, and educational institutions; and

(3) the creation of exhibitions and programs
that recognize diverse perspectives on wom-
en’s history and contributions.

(Pub. L. 116-260, div. T, title I, §103, Dec. 27, 2020,
134 Stat. 2273.)
Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

This subchapter, referred to in subsec. (a), was in the
original ‘‘this Act”’, and was translated as reading ‘‘this

1See References in Text note below.
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title”’, meaning title I of div. T of Pub. L. 116-260,
known as the Smithsonian American Women’s History
Museum Act, which is classified to this subchapter, to
reflect the probable intent of Congress.

§ 80t-2. Council
(a) Establishment

There is established within the Smithsonian
Institution a council to carry out the duties set
forth under subsection (b) and other provisions
of this subchapter?! (referred to in this section as
the ‘““Council”’).

(b) Duties
(1) In general

The Council established under this section
shall—

(A) make recommendations to the Board
of Regents concerning the planning, design,
and construction of the Museum;

(B) advise and assist the Board of Regents
on all matters relating to the administra-
tion, operation, maintenance, and preserva-
tion of the Museum;

(C) recommend annual operating budgets
for the Museum to the Board of Regents;

(D) report annually to the Board of Re-
gents on the acquisition, disposition, and
display of objects relating to women’s art,
history, and culture; and

(E) adopt bylaws for the operation of the
Council.

(2) Principal responsibilities

The Council, subject to the general policies
of the Board of Regents, shall have sole au-
thority to—

(A) purchase, accept, borrow, and other-
wise acquire artifacts for addition to the col-
lections of the Museum;

(B) loan, exchange, sell, and otherwise dis-
pose of any part of the collections of the Mu-
seum, but only if the funds generated by
that disposition are used for additions to the
collections of the Museum; or

(C) specify criteria with respect to the use
of the collections and resources of the Mu-
seum, including policies on programming,
education, exhibitions, and research with re-
spect to—

(i) the life, art, history, and culture of
women;
(ii) the role of women in the history of
the United States; and
(iii) the contributions of women to soci-
ety.
(3) Other responsibilities

The Council, subject to the general policies
of the Board of Regents, shall have author-
ity—

(A) to provide for preservation, restora-
tion, and maintenance of the collections of
the Museum; and

(B) to solicit, accept, use, and dispose of
gifts, bequests, and devises of personal prop-
erty for the purpose of aiding and facili-
tating the work of the Museum.

(4) Ensuring diversity of political viewpoints in
exhibits and programs

In carrying out its duties, the Council shall
ensure that the exhibits and programs of the

1See References in Text note below.
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