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(ii) is an employee or contractor of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs who is act-
ing in the scope of such employment or 
contract and is registered under section 
823(f) of this title in any State or is uti-
lizing the registration of a hospital or clin-
ic operated by the Department of Veterans 
Affairs registered under section 823(f) of 
this title. 

(2) Regulations 

Not later than 1 year after October 24, 2018, 
in consultation with the Secretary, the Attor-
ney General shall promulgate final regulations 
specifying—

(A) the limited circumstances in which a 
special registration under this subsection 
may be issued; and 

(B) the procedure for obtaining a special 
registration under this subsection. 

(3) Denials 

Proceedings to deny an application for reg-
istration under this subsection shall be con-
ducted in accordance with section 824(c) of 
this title. 

(i) Reporting of telemedicine by VHA during 
medical emergency situations 

(1) In general 

Any practitioner issuing a prescription for a 
controlled substance under the authorization 
to conduct telemedicine during a medical 
emergency situation described in section 
802(54)(F) of this title shall report to the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs the authorization of 
that emergency prescription, in accordance 
with such requirements as the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs shall, by regulation, estab-
lish. 

(2) To Attorney General 

Not later than 30 days after the date that a 
prescription described in subparagraph (A) is 
issued, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall 
report to the Attorney General the authoriza-
tion of that emergency prescription. 

(j) Clarification concerning prescription trans-
fers 

Any transfer between pharmacies of informa-
tion relating to a prescription for a controlled 
substance shall meet the applicable require-
ments under regulations promulgated by the At-
torney General under this chapter. 

(Pub. L. 91–513, title II, § 311, as added Pub. L. 
110–425, § 3(d)(1), Oct. 15, 2008, 122 Stat. 4825; 
amended Pub. L. 115–271, title III, § 3232, Oct. 24, 
2018, 132 Stat. 3950.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 309, referred to in subsec. (c)(7), is section 309 

of Pub. L. 91–513, which is classified to section 829 of 

this title. 

For effective date of this section, referred to in sub-

sec. (d)(3), see Effective Date note below. 

The Indian Self-Determination and Education Assist-

ance Act, referred to in subsec. (g)(1), (2)(B), is Pub. L. 

93–638, Jan. 4, 1975, 88 Stat. 2203, which is classified 

principally to chapter 46 (§ 5301 et seq.) of Title 25, Indi-

ans. For complete classification of this Act to the Code, 

see Short Title note set out under section 5301 of Title 

25 and Tables. 

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (j), was in the 

original ‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 91–513, Oct. 27, 

1970, 84 Stat. 1236. For complete classification of this 

Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under sec-

tion 801 of this title and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Subsec. (h)(2). Pub. L. 115–271 amended par. (2) 

generally. Prior to amendment, text read as follows: 

‘‘The Attorney General shall, with the concurrence of 

the Secretary, promulgate regulations specifying the 

limited circumstances in which a special registration 

under this subsection may be issued and the procedures 

for obtaining such a special registration.’’

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective 180 days after Oct. 15, 2008, except as 

otherwise provided, see section 3(j) of Pub. L. 110–425, 

set out as an Effective Date of 2008 Amendment note 

under section 802 of this title. 

§ 832. Suspicious orders 

(a) Reporting 

Each registrant shall—
(1) design and operate a system to identify 

suspicious orders for the registrant; 
(2) ensure that the system designed and op-

erated under paragraph (1) by the registrant 
complies with applicable Federal and State 
privacy laws; and 

(3) upon discovering a suspicious order or se-
ries of orders, notify the Administrator of the 
Drug Enforcement Administration and the 
Special Agent in Charge of the Division Office 
of the Drug Enforcement Administration for 
the area in which the registrant is located or 
conducts business. 

(b) Suspicious order database 

(1) In general 

Not later than 1 year after October 24, 2018, 
the Attorney General shall establish a central-
ized database for collecting reports of sus-
picious orders. 

(2) Satisfaction of reporting requirements 

If a registrant reports a suspicious order to 
the centralized database established under 
paragraph (1), the registrant shall be consid-
ered to have complied with the requirement 
under subsection (a)(3) to notify the Adminis-
trator of the Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion and the Special Agent in Charge of the 
Division Office of the Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration for the area in which the reg-
istrant is located or conducts business. 

(c) Sharing information with the States 

(1) In general 

The Attorney General shall prepare and 
make available information regarding sus-
picious orders in a State, including informa-
tion in the database established under sub-
section (b)(1), to the point of contact for pur-
poses of administrative, civil, and criminal 
oversight relating to the diversion of con-
trolled substances for the State, as designated 
by the Governor or chief executive officer of 
the State. 
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(2) Timing 

The Attorney General shall provide informa-
tion in accordance with paragraph (1) within a 
reasonable period of time after obtaining the 
information. 

(3) Coordination 

In establishing the process for the provision 
of information under this subsection, the At-
torney General shall coordinate with States to 
ensure that the Attorney General has access 
to information, as permitted under State law, 
possessed by the States relating to prescrip-
tions for controlled substances that will assist 
in enforcing Federal law. 

(Pub. L. 91–513, title II, § 312, as added Pub. L. 
115–271, title III, § 3292(b), Oct. 24, 2018, 132 Stat. 
3956.)

PART D—OFFENSES AND PENALTIES 

§ 841. Prohibited acts A 

(a) Unlawful acts 

Except as authorized by this subchapter, it 
shall be unlawful for any person knowingly or 
intentionally—

(1) to manufacture, distribute, or dispense, 
or possess with intent to manufacture, dis-
tribute, or dispense, a controlled substance; or 

(2) to create, distribute, or dispense, or pos-
sess with intent to distribute or dispense, a 
counterfeit substance. 

(b) Penalties 

Except as otherwise provided in section 849, 
859, 860, or 861 of this title, any person who vio-
lates subsection (a) of this section shall be sen-
tenced as follows: 

(1)(A) In the case of a violation of subsection 
(a) of this section involving—

(i) 1 kilogram or more of a mixture or sub-
stance containing a detectable amount of her-
oin; 

(ii) 5 kilograms or more of a mixture or sub-
stance containing a detectable amount of—

(I) coca leaves, except coca leaves and ex-
tracts of coca leaves from which cocaine, ec-
gonine, and derivatives of ecgonine or their 
salts have been removed; 

(II) cocaine, its salts, optical and geo-
metric isomers, and salts of isomers; 

(III) ecgonine, its derivatives, their salts, 
isomers, and salts of isomers; or 

(IV) any compound, mixture, or prepara-
tion which contains any quantity of any of 
the substances referred to in subclauses (I) 
through (III);

(iii) 280 grams or more of a mixture or sub-
stance described in clause (ii) which contains 
cocaine base; 

(iv) 100 grams or more of phencyclidine 
(PCP) or 1 kilogram or more of a mixture or 
substance containing a detectable amount of 
phencyclidine (PCP); 

(v) 10 grams or more of a mixture or sub-
stance containing a detectable amount of ly-
sergic acid diethylamide (LSD); 

(vi) 400 grams or more of a mixture or sub-
stance containing a detectable amount of N-
phenyl-N- [ 1- ( 2-phenylethyl ) -4-piperidinyl ] 

propanamide or 100 grams or more of a mix-
ture or substance containing a detectable 
amount of any analogue of N-phenyl-N-[1-(2-
phenylethyl)-4-piperidinyl] propanamide; 

(vii) 1000 kilograms or more of a mixture or 
substance containing a detectable amount of 
marihuana, or 1,000 or more marihuana plants 
regardless of weight; or 

(viii) 50 grams or more of methamphet-
amine, its salts, isomers, and salts of its iso-
mers or 500 grams or more of a mixture or sub-
stance containing a detectable amount of 
methamphetamine, its salts, isomers, or salts 
of its isomers;

such person shall be sentenced to a term of im-
prisonment which may not be less than 10 years 
or more than life and if death or serious bodily 
injury results from the use of such substance 
shall be not less than 20 years or more than life, 
a fine not to exceed the greater of that author-
ized in accordance with the provisions of title 18 
or $10,000,000 if the defendant is an individual or 
$50,000,000 if the defendant is other than an indi-
vidual, or both. If any person commits such a 
violation after a prior conviction for a serious 
drug felony or serious violent felony has become 
final, such person shall be sentenced to a term 
of imprisonment of not less than 15 years and 
not more than life imprisonment and if death or 
serious bodily injury results from the use of 
such substance shall be sentenced to life impris-
onment, a fine not to exceed the greater of twice 
that authorized in accordance with the provi-
sions of title 18 or $20,000,000 if the defendant is 
an individual or $75,000,000 if the defendant is 
other than an individual, or both. If any person 
commits a violation of this subparagraph or of 
section 849, 859, 860, or 861 of this title after 2 or 
more prior convictions for a serious drug felony 
or serious violent felony have become final, such 
person shall be sentenced to a term of imprison-
ment of not less than 25 years and fined in ac-
cordance with the preceding sentence. Notwith-
standing section 3583 of title 18, any sentence 
under this subparagraph shall, in the absence of 
such a prior conviction, impose a term of super-
vised release of at least 5 years in addition to 
such term of imprisonment and shall, if there 
was such a prior conviction, impose a term of 
supervised release of at least 10 years in addi-
tion to such term of imprisonment. Notwith-
standing any other provision of law, the court 
shall not place on probation or suspend the sen-
tence of any person sentenced under this sub-
paragraph. No person sentenced under this sub-
paragraph shall be eligible for parole during the 
term of imprisonment imposed therein. 

(B) In the case of a violation of subsection (a) 
of this section involving—

(i) 100 grams or more of a mixture or sub-
stance containing a detectable amount of her-
oin; 

(ii) 500 grams or more of a mixture or sub-
stance containing a detectable amount of—

(I) coca leaves, except coca leaves and ex-
tracts of coca leaves from which cocaine, ec-
gonine, and derivatives of ecgonine or their 
salts have been removed; 

(II) cocaine, its salts, optical and geo-
metric isomers, and salts of isomers; 

(III) ecgonine, its derivatives, their salts, 
isomers, and salts of isomers; or 
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