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(5) create an enabling environment for agri-
cultural growth and investment, including 
through the promotion of secure and trans-
parent property rights; 

(6) improve the nutritional status of women 
and children, with a focus on reducing child 
stunting, including through the promotion of 
highly nutritious foods, diet diversification, 
and nutritional behaviors that improve mater-
nal and child health; 

(7) demonstrably meet, align with and lever-
age broader United States strategies and in-
vestments in trade, economic growth, national 
security, science and technology, agriculture 
research and extension, maternal and child 
health, nutrition, and water, sanitation, and 
hygiene; 

(8) continue to strengthen partnerships be-
tween United States-based universities, in-
cluding land-grant colleges, and universities 
and institutions in target countries and com-
munities that build agricultural capacity; and 

(9) ensure the effective use of United States 
taxpayer dollars to further these objectives. 

(b) Sense of Congress 

It is the sense of the Congress that the Presi-
dent, in providing assistance to implement the 
Global Food Security Strategy, should—

(1) coordinate, through a whole-of-govern-
ment approach, the efforts of relevant Federal 
departments and agencies to implement the 
Global Food Security Strategy; 

(2) seek to fully utilize the unique capabili-
ties of each relevant Federal department and 
agency while collaborating with and 
leveraging the contributions of other key 
stakeholders; and 

(3) utilize open and streamlined solicitations 
to allow for the participation of a wide range 
of implementing partners through the most 
appropriate procurement mechanisms, which 
may include grants, contracts, cooperative 
agreements, and other instruments as nec-
essary and appropriate. 

(Pub. L. 114–195, § 3, July 20, 2016, 130 Stat. 676.) 

§ 9303. Definitions 

In this chapter: 

(1) Appropriate congressional committees 

The term ‘‘appropriate congressional com-
mittees’’ means—

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations of 
the Senate; 

(B) the Committee on Agriculture, Nutri-
tion, and Forestry of the Senate; 

(C) the Committee on Appropriations of 
the Senate; 

(D) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the House of Representatives; 

(E) the Committee on Agriculture of the 
House of Representatives; and 

(F) the Committee on Appropriations of 
the House of Representatives. 

(2) Feed the Future Innovation Labs 

The term ‘‘Feed the Future Innovation 
Labs’’ means research partnerships led by 
United States universities that advance solu-
tions to reduce global hunger, poverty, and 
malnutrition. 

(3) Food and nutrition security 

The term ‘‘food and nutrition security’’ 
means access to, and availability, utilization, 
and stability of, sufficient food to meet caloric 
and nutritional needs for an active and 
healthy life. 

(4) Global Food Security Strategy 

The term ‘‘Global Food Security Strategy’’ 
means the strategy developed and imple-
mented pursuant to section 9304(a) of this 
title. 

(5) Key stakeholders 

The term ‘‘key stakeholders’’ means actors 
engaged in efforts to advance global food secu-
rity programs and objectives, including—

(A) relevant Federal departments and 
agencies; 

(B) national and local governments in tar-
get countries; 

(C) other bilateral donors; 
(D) international and regional organiza-

tions; 
(E) international, regional, and local fi-

nancial institutions; 
(F) international, regional, and local pri-

vate voluntary, nongovernmental, faith-
based, and civil society organizations; 

(G) the private sector, including agri-
businesses and relevant commodities groups; 

(H) agricultural producers, including farm-
er organizations, cooperatives, small-scale 
producers, and women; and 

(I) agricultural research and academic in-
stitutions, including land-grant universities 
and extension services. 

(6) Malnutrition 

The term ‘‘malnutrition’’ means poor nutri-
tional status caused by nutritional deficiency 
or excess. 

(7) Relevant Federal departments and agencies 

The term ‘‘relevant Federal departments 
and agencies’’ means the United States Agen-
cy for International Development, the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, the Department of Com-
merce, the Department of State, the Depart-
ment of the Treasury, the Millennium Chal-
lenge Corporation, the United States Inter-
national Development Finance Corporation, 
the Peace Corps, the Office of the United 
States Trade Representative, the United 
States African Development Foundation, the 
United States Geological Survey, and any 
other department or agency specified by the 
President for purposes of this section. 

(8) Resilience 

The term ‘‘resilience’’ means the ability of 
people, households, communities, countries, 
and systems to mitigate, adapt to, and recover 
from shocks and stresses to food security in a 
manner that reduces chronic vulnerability and 
facilitates inclusive growth. 

(9) Small-scale producer 

The term ‘‘small-scale producer’’ means 
farmers, pastoralists, foresters, and fishers 
that have a low asset base and limited re-
sources, including land, capital, skills and 
labor, and, in the case of farmers, typically 
farm on fewer than 5 hectares of land. 
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(10) Stunting 

The term ‘‘stunting’’ refers to a condition 
that—

(A) is measured by a height-to-age ratio 
that is more than 2 standard deviations 
below the median for the population; 

(B) manifests in children who are younger 
than 2 years of age; 

(C) is a process that can continue in chil-
dren after they reach 2 years of age, result-
ing in an individual being ‘‘stunted’’; 

(D) is a sign of chronic malnutrition; and 
(E) can lead to long-term poor health, de-

layed motor development, impaired cog-
nitive function, and decreased immunity. 

(11) Sustainable 

The term ‘‘sustainable’’ means the ability of 
a target country, community, implementing 
partner, or intended beneficiary to maintain, 
over time, the programs authorized and out-
comes achieved pursuant to this chapter. 

(12) Target country 

The term ‘‘target country’’ means a devel-
oping country that is selected to participate 
in agriculture and nutrition security programs 
under the Global Food Security Strategy pur-
suant to the selection criteria described in 
section 9304(a)(2) of this title, including cri-
teria such as the potential for agriculture-led 
economic growth, government commitment to 
agricultural investment and policy reform, op-
portunities for partnerships and regional 
synergies, the level of need, and resource 
availability. 

(Pub. L. 114–195, § 4, July 20, 2016, 130 Stat. 676; 
Pub. L. 115–254, div. F, title VI, § 1470(s), Oct. 5, 
2018, 132 Stat. 3519.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Par. (7). Pub. L. 115–254 substituted ‘‘United 
States International Development Finance Corpora-
tion’’ for ‘‘Overseas Private Investment Corporation’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2018 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 115–254 effective at the end of 
the transition period, as defined in section 9681 of this 
title, see section 1470(w) of Pub. L. 115–254, set out as a 
note under section 905 of Title 2, The Congress. 

§ 9304. Comprehensive Global Food Security 
Strategy 

(a) Strategy 

The President shall coordinate the develop-
ment and implementation of a United States 
whole-of-government strategy to accomplish the 
policy objectives set forth in section 9302(a) of 
this title, which shall—

(1) set specific and measurable goals, bench-
marks, timetables, performance metrics, and 
monitoring and evaluation plans that reflect 
international best practices relating to trans-
parency, accountability, food and nutrition se-
curity, and agriculture-led economic growth, 
consistent with the policy objectives described 
in section 9302(a) of this title; 

(2) establish clear and transparent selection 
criteria for target countries, communities, re-
gions, and intended beneficiaries of assistance; 

(3) describe the methodology and criteria for 
the selection of target countries; 

(4) support and be aligned with country-
owned agriculture, nutrition, and food secu-
rity policy and investment plans developed 
with input from key stakeholders, as appro-
priate; 

(5) support inclusive agricultural value 
chain development, with small-scale pro-
ducers, especially women, gaining greater ac-
cess to the inputs, skills, resource manage-
ment capacity, networking, bargaining power, 
financing, and market linkages needed to sus-
tain their long-term economic prosperity; 

(6) support improvement of the nutritional 
status of women and children, particularly 
during the critical first 1,000-day window until 
a child reaches 2 years of age and with a focus 
on reducing child stunting, through nutrition-
specific and nutrition-sensitive programs, in-
cluding related water, sanitation, and hygiene 
programs; 

(7) facilitate communication and collabora-
tion, as appropriate, among local stakeholders 
in support of a multi-sectoral approach to food 
and nutrition security, to include analysis of 
the multiple underlying causes of malnutri-
tion, including lack of access to safe drinking 
water, sanitation, and hygiene; 

(8) support the long-term success of pro-
grams by building the capacity of local organi-
zations and institutions in target countries 
and communities; 

(9) integrate resilience and nutrition strate-
gies into food security programs, such that 
chronically vulnerable populations are better 
able to build safety nets, secure livelihoods, 
access markets, and access opportunities for 
longer-term economic growth; 

(10) develop community and producer resil-
ience to natural disasters, emergencies, and 
natural occurrences that adversely impact ag-
ricultural yield; 

(11) harness science, technology, and innova-
tion, including the research and extension ac-
tivities supported by relevant Federal Depart-
ments and agencies and Feed the Future Inno-
vation Labs, or any successor entities; 

(12) integrate agricultural development ac-
tivities among food insecure populations liv-
ing in proximity to designated national parks 
or wildlife areas into wildlife conservation ef-
forts, as necessary and appropriate; 

(13) leverage resources and expertise through 
partnerships with the private sector, farm or-
ganizations, cooperatives, civil society, faith-
based organizations, and agricultural research 
and academic institutions; 

(14) strengthen and expand collaboration be-
tween United States universities, including 
public, private, and land-grant universities, 
with higher education institutions in target 
countries to increase their effectiveness and 
relevance to promote agricultural develop-
ment and innovation through the creation of 
human capital, innovation, and cutting edge 
science in the agricultural sector; 

(15) seek to ensure that target countries and 
communities respect and promote land tenure 
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