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SUBCHAPTER V—AMERICAN REPUBLICS 
AND NON-SELF-GOVERNING TERRITORIES 
OF THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE 

§§ 1711 to 1713. Repealed. Aug. 26, 1954, ch. 937, 
title V, § 542(a)(9), (10), 68 Stat. 861

Section 1711, act Oct. 10, 1951, ch. 479, title IV, § 401, 
65 Stat. 377, related to authorization of amount for 
military assistance. 

Section 1712, acts Oct. 10, 1951, ch. 479, title IV, § 402, 
65 Stat. 377; June 20, 1952, ch. 449, § 6, 66 Stat. 143, re-
lated to authorization of amount for technical assist-
ance. 

Section 1713, act Oct. 10, 1951, ch. 479, title IV, § 403, 
as added June 20, 1952, ch. 449, § 6, 66 Stat. 143, related 
to additional appropriations for Latin American coun-
tries 

See section 2151 et seq. of this title.

CHAPTER 23—PROTECTION OF CITIZENS 
ABROAD 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL 

Sec. 

1731. Protection to naturalized citizens abroad. 
1732. Release of citizens imprisoned by foreign gov-

ernments. 
1733. Interagency Hostage Recovery Coordinator. 

SUBCHAPTER II—HOSTAGE RECOVERY AND 
HOSTAGE-TAKING ACCOUNTABILITY 

1741. Assistance for United States nationals unlaw-
fully or wrongfully detained abroad. 

1741a. Special Envoy for Hostage Affairs. 
1741b. Hostage Recovery Fusion Cell. 
1741c. Hostage Response Group. 
1741d. Authorization of imposition of sanctions. 
1741e. Definitions. 
1741f. Rule of construction.

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL 

§ 1731. Protection to naturalized citizens abroad 

All naturalized citizens of the United States 
while in foreign countries are entitled to and 
shall receive from this Government the same 
protection of persons and property which is ac-
corded to native-born citizens. 

(R.S. § 2000.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 2000 derived from Act July 27, 1868, ch. 249, § 2, 
15 Stat. 224. 

Section was formerly classified to section 903a of 
Title 8, Aliens and Nationality.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EQUITABLE TREATMENT BY UNITED STATES OF ITS 
CITIZENS LIVING ABROAD 

Pub. L. 95–426, title VI, § 611, Oct. 7, 1978, 92 Stat. 989, 
as amended by Pub. L. 96–60, title IV, § 407, Aug. 15, 1979, 
93 Stat. 405; Pub. L. 97–241, title V, § 505(a)(2), (b)(1), 
Aug. 24, 1982, 96 Stat. 299, provided that: ‘‘The Congress 
finds that—

‘‘(1) United States citizens living abroad should be 
provided fair and equitable treatment by the United 
States Government with regard to taxation, citizen-
ship of progeny, veterans’ benefits, voting rights, So-
cial Security benefits, and other obligations, rights, 
and benefits; and 

‘‘(2) United States statutes and regulations should 
be designed so as not to create competitive disadvan-

tage for individual American citizens living abroad or 
working in international markets.’’

§ 1732. Release of citizens imprisoned by foreign 
governments 

Whenever it is made known to the President 
that any citizen of the United States has been 
unjustly deprived of his liberty by or under the 
authority of any foreign government, it shall be 
the duty of the President forthwith to demand 
of that government the reasons of such impris-
onment; and if it appears to be wrongful and in 
violation of the rights of American citizenship, 
the President shall forthwith demand the re-
lease of such citizen, and if the release so de-
manded is unreasonably delayed or refused, the 
President shall use such means, not amounting 
to acts of war and not otherwise prohibited by 
law, as he may think necessary and proper to 
obtain or effectuate the release; and all the facts 
and proceedings relative thereto shall as soon as 
practicable be communicated by the President 
to Congress. 

(R.S. § 2001; Pub. L. 101–222, § 9, Dec. 12, 1989, 103 
Stat. 1900.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 2001 derived from act July 27, 1868, ch. 249, § 3, 
15 Stat. 224. 

Section was formerly classified to section 903b of 
Title 8, Aliens and Nationality. 

AMENDMENTS 

1989—Pub. L. 101–222 inserted ‘‘and not otherwise pro-
hibited by law’’ after ‘‘acts of war’’.

Executive Documents 

RELEASE OF AMERICAN HOSTAGES IN IRAN 

For Executive Order provisions relating to the re-
lease of the American hostages in Iran, see Ex. Ord. 
Nos. 12276 to 12285, Jan. 19, 1981, 46 F.R. 7913 to 7932, list-
ed in a table under section 1701 of Title 50, War and Na-
tional Defense. 

§ 1733. Interagency Hostage Recovery Coordi-
nator 

(a) Interagency Hostage Recovery Coordinator 

(1) In general 

Not later than 60 days after November 25, 
2015, the President shall designate an existing 
Federal official to coordinate efforts to secure 
the release of United States persons who are 
hostages held abroad. For purposes of carrying 
out the duties described in paragraph (2), such 
official shall have the title of ‘‘Interagency 
Hostage Recovery Coordinator’’. 

(2) Duties 

The Coordinator shall have the following du-
ties: 

(A) Coordinate activities of the Federal 
Government relating to each hostage situa-
tion described in paragraph (1) to ensure ef-
forts to secure the release of hostages are 
properly resourced and correct lines of au-
thority are established and maintained. 

(B) Chair a fusion cell consisting of appro-
priate personnel of the Federal Government 
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