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tained abroad, and to be tasked with coordi-
nating the United States Government response 
to other hostage-takings occurring abroad in 
which the United States has a national interest. 

(b) Membership 

The regular members of the Hostage Response 
Group shall include the Director of the Hostage 
Recovery Fusion Cell, the Hostage Recovery Fu-
sion Cell’s Family Engagement Coordinator, the 
Special Envoy appointed pursuant to section 
1741a of this title, and representatives from the 
Department of the Treasury, the Department of 
Defense, the Department of Justice, the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, the Office of the Direc-
tor of National Intelligence, the Central Intel-
ligence Agency, and other agencies as the Presi-
dent, from time to time, may designate. 

(c) Duties 

The Hostage Recovery Group shall—
(1) identify and recommend hostage recovery 

options and strategies to the President 
through the National Security Council; 

(2) coordinate the development and imple-
mentation of United States hostage recovery 
policies, strategies, and procedures; 

(3) receive regular updates from the Hostage 
Recovery Fusion Cell and the Special Envoy 
for Hostage Affairs on the status of United 
States nationals being held hostage or unlaw-
fully or wrongfully detained abroad and meas-
ures being taken to effect safe recoveries; 

(4) coordinate the provision of policy guid-
ance to the Hostage Recovery Fusion Cell, in-
cluding reviewing recovery options proposed 
by the Hostage Recovery Fusion Cell and 
working to resolve disputes within the Hos-
tage Recovery Fusion Cell; 

(5) as appropriate, direct the use of resources 
at the Hostage Recovery Fusion Cell to coordi-
nate or assist in the safe recovery of United 
States nationals unlawfully or wrongfully de-
tained abroad; and 

(6) as appropriate, direct the use of resources 
at the Hostage Recovery Fusion Cell to coordi-
nate the United States Government response 
to other hostage-takings occurring abroad in 
which the United States has a national inter-
est. 

(d) Meetings 

The Hostage Response Group shall meet regu-
larly. 

(e) Reporting 

The Hostage Response Group shall regularly 
provide recommendations on hostage recovery 
options and strategies to the National Security 
Council. 

(Pub. L. 116–260, div. FF, title III, § 305, Dec. 27, 
2020, 134 Stat. 3095.) 

§ 1741d. Authorization of imposition of sanctions 

(a) In general 

The President may impose the sanctions de-
scribed in subsection (b) with respect to any for-
eign person the President determines, based on 
credible evidence—

(1) is responsible for or is complicit in, or re-
sponsible for ordering, controlling, or other-

wise directing, the hostage-taking of a United 
States national abroad or the unlawful or 
wrongful detention of a United States national 
abroad; or 

(2) knowingly provides financial, material, 
or technological support for, or goods or serv-
ices in support of, an activity described in 
paragraph (1). 

(b) Sanctions described 

The sanctions described in this subsection are 
the following: 

(1) Ineligibility for visas, admission, or parole 

(A) Visas, admission, or parole 

An alien described in subsection (a) may 
be—

(i) inadmissible to the United States; 
(ii) ineligible to receive a visa or other 

documentation to enter the United States; 
and 

(iii) otherwise ineligible to be admitted 
or paroled into the United States or to re-
ceive any other benefit under the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 
et seq.). 

(B) Current visas revoked 

(i) In general 

An alien described in subsection (a) may 
be subject to revocation of any visa or 
other entry documentation regardless of 
when the visa or other entry documenta-
tion is or was issued. 

(ii) Immediate effect 

A revocation under clause (i) may—
(I) take effect immediately; and 
(II) cancel any other valid visa or 

entry documentation that is in the 
alien’s possession. 

(2) Blocking of property 

(A) In general 

The President may exercise all of the pow-
ers granted to the President under the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act 
(50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.), to the extent nec-
essary to block and prohibit all transactions 
in property and interests in property of a 
foreign person described in subsection (a) if 
such property and interests in property are 
in the United States, come within the 
United States, or are or come within the 
possession or control of a United States per-
son. 

(B) Inapplicability of national emergency re-
quirement 

The requirements of section 202 of the 
International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act (50 U.S.C. 1701) shall not apply for pur-
poses of this section. 

(c) Exceptions 

(1) Exception for intelligence activities 

Sanctions under this section shall not apply 
to any activity subject to the reporting re-
quirements under title V of the National Secu-
rity Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3091 et seq.) or any 
authorized intelligence activities of the 
United States. 
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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘subsection (e),’’. 

(2) Exception to comply with international ob-
ligations and for law enforcement activi-
ties 

Sanctions under subsection (b)(1) shall not 
apply with respect to an alien if admitting or 
paroling the alien into the United States is 
necessary—

(A) to permit the United States to comply 
with the Agreement regarding the Head-
quarters of the United Nations, signed at 
Lake Success June 26, 1947, and entered into 
force November 21, 1947, between the United 
Nations and the United States, or other ap-
plicable international obligations; or 

(B) to carry out or assist law enforcement 
activity in the United States. 

(d) Penalties 

A person that violates, attempts to violate, 
conspires to violate, or causes a violation of sub-
section (b)(2) or any regulation, license, or order 
issued to carry out that subsection shall be sub-
ject to the penalties set forth in subsections (b) 
and (c) of section 206 of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1705) to 
the same extent as a person that commits an un-
lawful act described in subsection (a) of that 
section. 

(e) Termination of sanctions 

The President may terminate the application 
of sanctions under this section with respect to a 
person if the President determines that—

(1) information exists that the person did 
not engage in the activity for which sanctions 
were imposed; 

(2) the person has been prosecuted appro-
priately for the activity for which sanctions 
were imposed; 

(3) the person has credibly demonstrated a 
significant change in behavior, has paid an ap-
propriate consequence for the activity for 
which sanctions were imposed, and has 
credibly committed to not engage in an activ-
ity described in subsection (a) in the future; or 

(4) the termination of the sanctions is in the 
national security interests of the United 
States. 

(f) Reporting requirement 

If the President terminates sanctions pursuant 
to subsection (d),1 the President shall report to 
the appropriate congressional committees a 
written justification for such termination with-
in 15 days. 

(g) Implementation of regulatory authority 

The President may exercise all authorities 
provided under sections 203 and 205 of the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 
U.S.C. 1702 and 1704) to carry out this section. 

(h) Exception relating to importation of goods 

(1) In general 

The authorities and requirements to impose 
sanctions authorized under this subchapter 
shall not include the authority or a require-
ment to impose sanctions on the importation 
of goods. 

(2) Good defined 

In this paragraph, the term ‘‘good’’ means 
any article, natural or manmade substance, 

material, supply or manufactured product, in-
cluding inspection and test equipment, and ex-
cluding technical data. 

(i) Definitions 

In this section: 

(1) Foreign person 

The term ‘‘foreign person’’ means—
(A) any citizen or national of a foreign 

country (including any such individual who 
is also a citizen or national of the United 
States); or 

(B) any entity not organized solely under 
the laws of the United States or existing 
solely in the United States. 

(2) United States person 

The term ‘‘United States person’’ means—
(A) an individual who is a United States 

citizen or an alien lawfully admitted for per-
manent residence to the United States; 

(B) an entity organized under the laws of 
the United States or any jurisdiction within 
the United States, including a foreign 
branch of such an entity; or 

(C) any person in the United States. 

(Pub. L. 116–260, div. FF, title III, § 306, Dec. 27, 
2020, 134 Stat. 3096.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Immigration and Nationality Act, referred to in 
subsec. (b)(1)(A)(iii), is act June 27, 1952, ch. 477, 66 Stat. 
163, which is classified principally to chapter 12 (§ 1101 
et seq.) of Title 8, Aliens and Nationality. For complete 
classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title 
note set out under section 1101 of Title 8 and Tables. 

The International Emergency Economic Powers Act, 
referred to in subsec. (b)(2)(A), is title II of Pub. L. 
95–223, Dec. 28, 1977, 91 Stat. 1626, which is classified 
generally to chapter 35 (§ 1701 et seq.) of Title 50, War 
and National Defense. For complete classification of 
this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under 
section 1701 of Title 50 and Tables. 

The National Security Act of 1947, referred to in sub-
sec. (c)(1), is act July 26, 1947, ch. 343, 61 Stat. 495. Title 
V of the Act is classified generally to subchapter III 
(§ 3091 et seq.) of chapter 44 of Title 50, War and Na-
tional Defense. For complete classification of this Act 
to the Code, see Tables. 

§ 1741e. Definitions 

In this subchapter: 

(1) Appropriate congressional committees 

The term ‘‘appropriate congressional com-
mittees’’ means—

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
the Committee on Appropriations, the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs, the Committee on the Judiciary, the 
Committee on Armed Services, and the Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence of the United 
States Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the 
Committee on Appropriations, the Com-
mittee on Financial Services, the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, the Committee on 
Armed Services, and the Permanent Select 
Committee on Intelligence of the House of 
Representatives. 

(2) United States national 

The term ‘‘United States national’’ means—
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