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SUBCHAPTER V—SPACE TRADE AND 
COOPERATION 

§ 5871. Facilitating discussions regarding acquisi-
tion of space hardware, technology, and serv-
ices from former Soviet Union 

(a) Expedited review 

Any request for a license or other approval de-
scribed in subsection (c) that is submitted to 
any United States Government agency by the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion, any of its contractors, or any other person 
shall be considered on an expedited basis by that 
agency and any other agency involved in an ap-
plicable interagency review process. 

(b) Notice to Congress if license denied 

If any United States Government agency de-
nies a request for a license or other approval de-
scribed in subsection (c), that agency shall im-
mediately notify the designated congressional 
committees. Each such notification shall in-
clude a statement of the reasons for the denial. 

(c) Description of discussions 

This section applies to a request for any li-
cense or other approval that may be necessary 
to conduct discussions with an independent 
state of the former Soviet Union with respect to 
the possible acquisition of any space hardware, 
space technology, or space service for integra-
tion into—

(1) United States space projects that have 
been approved by the Congress, or 

(2) commercial space ventures,

including discussions relating to technical eval-
uation of such hardware, technology, or service. 

(Pub. L. 102–511, title VI, § 601, Oct. 24, 1992, 106 
Stat. 3346.) 

§ 5872. Office of Space Commerce 

(a) Trade missions 

The Office of Space Commerce of the Depart-
ment of Commerce is authorized and encouraged 
to conduct one or more trade missions to appro-
priate independent states of the former Soviet 
Union for the purpose of familiarizing United 
States aerospace industry representatives with 
space hardware, space technologies, and space 
services that may be available from the inde-
pendent states, and with the business practices 
and overall business climate in the independent 
states. 

(b) Monitoring negotiations 

The Office of Space Commerce—
(1) shall monitor the progress of any discus-

sions described in section 5871(c)(1) of this title 
that are being conducted; and 

(2) shall advise the Administrator of the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration 
as to the impact on United States industry of 
each potential acquisition of space hardware, 
space technology, or space services from the 
independent states of the former Soviet Union, 
specifically including any anticompetitive 
issues the Office may observe. 

(Pub. L. 102–511, title VI, § 602, Oct. 24, 1992, 106 
Stat. 3347.) 

§ 5873. Report to Congress 

Within one year after October 24, 1992, the 
President shall submit to the designated con-
gressional committees a report describing—

(1) the opportunities for increased space-re-
lated trade with the independent states of the 
former Soviet Union; 

(2) a technology procurement plan for identi-
fying and evaluating all unique space hard-
ware, space technology, and space services 
available to the United States from the inde-
pendent states; 

(3) specific space hardware, space tech-
nology, and space services that have been, or 
could be, the subject of discussions described 
in section 5871(c) of this title; 

(4) the trade missions carried out pursuant 
to section 5872(a) of this title, including the 
private participation in and the results of such 
missions; 

(5) any barriers, regulatory or practical, that 
inhibit space-related trade between the United 
States and independent states, including any 
such barriers in either the United States or 
the independent states; and 

(6) any anticompetitive issues raised during 
the course of negotiations, as observed pursu-
ant to section 5872(b) of this title. 

(Pub. L. 102–511, title VI, § 603, Oct. 24, 1992, 106 
Stat. 3347.) 

§ 5874. Definitions 

For purposes of this subchapter—
(1) the term ‘‘contractor’’ means a National 

Aeronautics and Space Administration con-
tractor to the extent that the acquisition of 
space hardware, space technology, or space 
services from the independent states of the 
former Soviet Union may be relevant to the 
contractor’s responsibilities under the con-
tract; and 

(2) the term ‘‘designated congressional com-
mittees’’ means the Committee on Science, 
Space, and Technology and the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation and the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations of the Senate. 

(Pub. L. 102–511, title VI, § 604, Oct. 24, 1992, 106 
Stat. 3348.)
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SUBCHAPTER I—FINDINGS AND PROGRAM 
AUTHORITY 

§ 5901. Demilitarization of independent states of 
former Soviet Union 

The Congress finds that it is in the national 
security interest of the United States—

(1) to facilitate, on a priority basis—
(A) the transportation, storage, safe-

guarding, and destruction of nuclear and 
other weapons of the independent states of 
the former Soviet Union, including the safe 
and secure storage of fissile materials, dis-
mantlement of missiles and launchers, and 
the elimination of chemical and biological 
weapons capabilities; 

(B) the prevention of proliferation of weap-
ons of mass destruction and their compo-
nents and destabilizing conventional weap-
ons of the independent states of the former 
Soviet Union, and the establishment of 
verifiable safeguards against the prolifera-
tion of such weapons; 

(C) the prevention of diversion of weapons-
related scientific expertise of the former So-
viet Union to terrorist groups or third coun-
tries; and 

(D) other efforts designed to reduce the 
military threat from the former Soviet 
Union;

(2) to support the demilitarization of the 
massive defense-related industry and equip-
ment of the independent states of the former 
Soviet Union and conversion of such industry 
and equipment to civilian purposes and uses; 
and 

(3) to expand military-to-military contacts 
between the United States and the inde-
pendent states of the former Soviet Union. 

(Pub. L. 102–484, div. A, title XIV, § 1411, Oct. 23, 
1992, 106 Stat. 2563.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 102–484, div. A, title XIV, § 1401, Oct. 23, 1992, 
106 Stat. 2563, provided that: ‘‘This title [enacting this 
chapter and amending provisions set out as a note 
under section 2551 of this title] may be cited as the 
‘Former Soviet Union Demilitarization Act of 1992’.’’

POLICY ON REDUCTION OF RUSSIAN NUCLEAR FORCES 

Pub. L. 106–38, § 3, July 22, 1999, 113 Stat. 205, provided 
that: ‘‘It is the policy of the United States to seek con-
tinued negotiated reductions in Russian nuclear 
forces.’’

NUCLEAR WEAPONS REDUCTION 

Pub. L. 102–484, div. A, title XIII, § 1321, Oct. 23, 1992, 
106 Stat. 2549, provided that: 

‘‘(a) FINDINGS.—The Congress makes the following 
findings: 

‘‘(1) On February 1, 1992, the President of the United 
States and the President of the Russian Federation 
agreed in a Joint Statement that ‘Russia and the 
United States do not regard each other as potential 
adversaries’ and stated further that, ‘We will work to 
remove any remnants of cold war hostility, including 
taking steps to reduce our strategic arsenals’. 

‘‘(2) In the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nu-
clear Weapons, in exchange for the non-nuclear-weap-
on states agreeing not to seek a nuclear weapons ca-

pability nor to assist other non-nuclear-weapon 
states in doing so, the United States agreed to seek 
the complete elimination of all nuclear weapons 
worldwide, as declared in the preamble to the Treaty, 
which states that it is a goal of the parties to the 
Treaty to ‘facilitate the cessation of the manufacture 
of nuclear weapons, the liquidation of all their exist-
ing stockpiles, and the elimination from national ar-
senals of nuclear weapons and the means of their de-
livery’ as well as in Article VI of the Treaty, which 
states that ‘each of the parties to the Treaty under-
takes to pursue negotiations in good faith on effec-
tive measures relating to the cessation of the nuclear 
arms race at an early date and to nuclear disar-
mament’. 

‘‘(3) Carrying out a policy of seeking further signifi-
cant and continuous reductions in the nuclear arse-
nals of all countries, besides reducing the likelihood 
of the proliferation of nuclear weapons and increasing 
the likelihood of a successful extension and possible 
strengthening of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation 
of Nuclear Weapons in 1995, when the Treaty is sched-
uled for review and possible extension, has additional 
benefits to the national security of the United States, 
including—

‘‘(A) a reduced risk of accidental enablement and 
launch of a nuclear weapon, and 

‘‘(B) a defense cost savings which could be reallo-
cated for deficit reduction or other important na-
tional needs. 
‘‘(4) The Strategic Arms Reduction Talks (START) 

Treaty and the agreement by the President of the 
United States and the President of the Russian Fed-
eration on June 17, 1992, to reduce the strategic nu-
clear arsenals of each country to a level between 3,000 
and 3,500 weapons are commendable intermediate 
stages in the process of achieving the policy goals de-
scribed in paragraphs (1) and (2). 

‘‘(5) The current international era of cooperation 
provides greater opportunities for achieving world-
wide reduction and control of nuclear weapons and 
material than any time since the emergence of nu-
clear weapons 50 years ago. 

‘‘(6) It is in the security interests of both the 
United States and the world community for the 
President and the Congress to begin the process of re-
ducing the number of nuclear weapons in every coun-
try through multilateral agreements and other ap-
propriate means. 

‘‘(7) In a 1991 study, a committee of the National 
Academy of Sciences concluded that: ‘The appro-
priate new levels of nuclear weapons cannot be speci-
fied at this time, but it seems reasonable to the com-
mittee that U.S. strategic forces could in time be re-
duced to 1,000–2,000 nuclear warheads, provided that 
such a multilateral agreement included appropriate 
levels and verification measures for the other nations 
that possess nuclear weapons. This step would require 
successful implementation of our proposed post-
START U.S.-Soviet reductions, related confidence-
building measures in all the countries involved, and 
multilateral security cooperation in areas such as 
conventional force deployments and planning.’. 
‘‘(b) UNITED STATES POLICY.—It shall be the goal of 

the United States—
‘‘(1) to encourage and facilitate the 

denuclearization of Ukraine, Byelarus, and 
Kazakhstan, as agreed upon in the Lisbon ministerial 
meeting of May 23, 1992; 

‘‘(2) to rapidly complete and submit for ratification 
by the United States the treaty incorporating the 
agreement of June 17, 1992, between the United States 
and the Russian Federation to reduce the number of 
strategic nuclear weapons in each country’s arsenal 
to a level between 3,000 and 3,500; 

‘‘(3) to facilitate the ability of the Russian Federa-
tion, Ukraine, Byelarus, and Kazakhstan to imple-
ment agreed mutual reductions under the START 
Treaty, and under the Joint Understanding of June 
16–17, 1992 between the United States and the Russian 
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