§6415

§6415. Programs and allocations of funds by
United States missions abroad

It is the sense of the Congress that—

(1) United States diplomatic missions in
countries the governments of which engage in
or tolerate violations of the internationally
recognized right to freedom of religion should
develop, as part of annual program planning, a
strategy to promote respect for the inter-
nationally recognized right to freedom of reli-
gion; and

(2) in allocating or recommending the allo-
cation of funds or the recommendation of can-
didates for programs and grants funded by the
United States Government, United States dip-
lomatic missions should give particular con-
sideration to those programs and candidates
deemed to assist in the promotion of the right
to religious freedom.

(Pub. L. 105-292, title I, §106, Oct. 27, 1998, 112
Stat. 2796.)

§6416. Equal access to United States missions
abroad for conducting religious activities

(a) In general

Subject to this section, the Secretary of State
shall permit, on terms no less favorable than
that accorded other nongovernmental activities
unrelated to the conduct of the diplomatic mis-
sion, access to the premises of any United
States diplomatic mission or consular post by
any United States citizen seeking to conduct an
activity for religious purposes.

(b) Timing and location

The Secretary of State shall make reasonable
accommodations with respect to the timing and
location of such access in light of—

(1) the number of United States citizens re-
questing the access (including any particular
religious concerns regarding the time of day,
date, or physical setting for services);

(2) conflicts with official activities and other
nonofficial United States citizen requests;

(3) the availability of openly conducted, or-
ganized religious services outside the premises
of the mission or post;

(4) availability of space and resources; and

(5) necessary security precautions.

(c) Discretionary access for foreign nationals

The Secretary of State may permit access to
the premises of a United States diplomatic mis-
sion or consular post to foreign nationals for the
purpose of attending or participating in reli-
gious activities conducted pursuant to this sec-
tion.

(Pub. L. 105-292, title I, §107, Oct. 27, 1998, 112
Stat. 2796.)

§6417. Prisoner lists and issue briefs on religious
freedom concerns

(a) Sense of Congress

To encourage involvement with religious free-
dom concerns at every possible opportunity and
by all appropriate representatives of the United
States Government, it is the sense of the Con-
gress that officials of the executive branch of
Government should promote increased advocacy
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on such issues during meetings between foreign
dignitaries and executive branch officials or
Members of Congress.

(b) Prisoner lists and issue briefs on religious
freedom concerns

The Secretary of State, in consultation with
the Ambassador at Large, the Assistant Sec-
retary of State for Democracy, Human Rights
and Labor, United States chiefs of mission
abroad, regional experts, and nongovernmental
human rights and religious groups, shall prepare
and maintain issue briefs on religious freedom,
on a country-by-country basis, consisting of
lists of persons believed to be imprisoned, de-
tained, or placed under house arrest for their re-
ligious activities, religious freedom advocacy, or
efforts to protect and advance the universally
recognized right to the freedom of religion, to-
gether with brief evaluations and critiques of
the policies of the respective country restricting
religious freedom. In considering the inclusion
of names of prisoners on such lists, the Sec-
retary of State shall exercise appropriate discre-
tion, including concerns regarding the safety,
security, and benefit to such prisoners.

(c) Availability of information

The Secretary shall make available religious
freedom issue briefs under subsection (b) to ex-
ecutive branch officials and Members of Con-
gress in anticipation of bilateral contacts with
foreign leaders, both in the United States and
abroad.

(d) Victims list maintained by the United States
Commission on International Religious Free-
dom

(1) In general

The Commission shall make publicly avail-
able, to the extent practicable, online and in
official publications, lists of persons it deter-
mines are imprisoned or detained, have dis-
appeared, been placed under house arrest, been
tortured, or subjected to forced renunciations
of faith for their religious activity or religious
freedom advocacy by the government of a for-
eign country that the Commission rec-
ommends for designation as a country of par-
ticular concern for religious freedom under
section 6442(b)(1)(A)(ii) of this title or by a
non-state actor that the Commission rec-
ommends for designation as an entity of par-
ticular concern for religious freedom under
section 6442a of this title and include as much
publicly available information as practicable
on the conditions and circumstances of such
persons.

(2) Discretion

In compiling lists under paragraph (1), the
Commission shall exercise all appropriate dis-
cretion, including consideration of the safety
and security of, and benefit to, the persons
who may be included on the lists and the fami-
lies of such persons.

(Pub. L. 105-292, title I, §108, Oct. 27, 1998, 112

Stat. 2796; Pub. L. 114-281, title I, §104, Dec. 16,
2016, 130 Stat. 1432.)
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