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(1) increasing enforcement of human rights 
described in subsection (a); and 

(2) developing the rule of law in the People’s 
Republic of China. 

(e) Contacts with nongovernmental organiza-
tions 

In performing the functions described in sub-
sections (a) through (d), the Commission shall, 
as appropriate, seek out and maintain contacts 
with nongovernmental organizations, including 
receiving reports and updates from such organi-
zations and evaluating such reports. 

(f) Cooperation with Special Coordinator 

In performing the functions described in sub-
sections (a) through (d), the Commission shall 
cooperate with the Special Coordinator for Ti-
betan Issues in the Department of State. 

(g) Annual reports 

The Commission shall issue a report to the 
President and the Congress not later than 12 
months after October 10, 2000, and not later than 
the end of each 12-month period thereafter, set-
ting forth the findings of the Commission during 
the preceding 12-month period, in carrying out 
subsections (a) through (c). The Commission’s 
report may contain recommendations for legis-
lative or executive action. 

(h) Specific information in annual reports 

The Commission’s report under subsection (g) 
shall include—

(1) specific information as to the nature and 
implementation of laws or policies concerning 
the rights set forth in paragraphs (1) through 
(12) of subsection (a), and as to restrictions ap-
plied to or discrimination against persons ex-
ercising any of the rights set forth in such 
paragraphs; and 

(2) a description of the status of negotiations 
between the Government of the People’s Re-
public of China and the Dalai Lama or his rep-
resentatives, and measures taken to safeguard 
Tibet’s distinct historical, religious, cultural, 
and linguistic identity and the protection of 
human rights. 

(i) Congressional hearings on annual reports 

(1) The Committee on International Relations 
of the House of Representatives shall, not later 
than 30 days after the receipt by the Congress of 
the report referred to in subsection (g), hold 
hearings on the contents of the report, including 
any recommendations contained therein, for the 
purpose of receiving testimony from Members of 
Congress, and such appropriate representatives 
of Federal departments and agencies, and inter-
ested persons and groups, as the committee 
deems advisable, with a view to reporting to the 
House of Representatives any appropriate legis-
lation in furtherance of such recommendations. 
If any such legislation is considered by the Com-
mittee on International Relations within 45 days 
after receipt by the Congress of the report re-
ferred to in subsection (g), it shall be reported 
by the committee not later than 60 days after 
receipt by the Congress of such report. 

(2) The provisions of paragraph (1) are enacted 
by the Congress—

(A) as an exercise of the rulemaking power 
of the House of Representatives, and as such 

are deemed a part of the rules of the House, 
and they supersede other rules only to the ex-
tent that they are inconsistent therewith; and 

(B) with full recognition of the constitu-
tional right of the House to change the rules 
(so far as relating to the procedure of the 
House) at any time, in the same manner and 
to the same extent as in the case of any other 
rule of the House. 

(j) Supplemental reports 

The Commission may submit to the President 
and the Congress reports that supplement the 
reports described in subsection (g), as appro-
priate, in carrying out subsections (a) through 
(c). 

(Pub. L. 106–286, div. B, title III, § 302, Oct. 10, 
2000, 114 Stat. 895; Pub. L. 107–228, div. A, title 
VI, § 615, Sept. 30, 2002, 116 Stat. 1396.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2002—Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 107–228 substituted ‘‘shall 
include—’’ for ‘‘shall include’’, inserted par. (1) designa-
tion before ‘‘specific information’’, and added par. (2).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on International Relations of House of 
Representatives changed to Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs of House of Representatives by House Resolution 
No. 6, One Hundred Tenth Congress, Jan. 5, 2007. 

§ 6913. Membership of the Commission 

(a) Selection and appointment of members 

The Commission shall be composed of 23 mem-
bers as follows: 

(1) Nine Members of the House of Represent-
atives appointed by the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives. Five members shall be se-
lected from the majority party and four mem-
bers shall be selected, after consultation with 
the minority leader of the House, from the mi-
nority party. 

(2) Nine Members of the Senate appointed by 
the President of the Senate. Five members 
shall be selected, after consultation with the 
majority leader of the Senate, from the major-
ity party, and four members shall be selected, 
after consultation with the minority leader of 
the Senate, from the minority party. 

(3) One representative of the Department of 
State, appointed by the President of the 
United States from among officers and em-
ployees of that Department. 

(4) One representative of the Department of 
Commerce, appointed by the President of the 
United States from among officers and em-
ployees of that Department. 

(5) One representative of the Department of 
Labor, appointed by the President of the 
United States from among officers and em-
ployees of that Department. 

(6) Two at-large representatives, appointed 
by the President of the United States, from 
among the officers and employees of the exec-
utive branch. 

(b) Chairman and Cochairman 

(1) Designation of Chairman 

At the beginning of each odd-numbered Con-
gress, the President of the Senate, on the rec-
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1 So in original. Probably should not be capitalized. 

ommendation of the majority leader, shall 
designate one of the members of the Commis-
sion from the Senate as Chairman of the Com-
mission. At the beginning of each even-num-
bered Congress, the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives shall designate one of the 
members of the Commission from the House as 
Chairman of the Commission. 

(2) Designation of Cochairman 

At the beginning of each odd-numbered Con-
gress, the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives shall designate one of the members of 
the Commission from the House as Cochair-
man of the Commission. At the beginning of 
each even-numbered Congress, the President 
of the Senate, on the recommendation of the 
majority leader, shall designate one of the 
members of the Commission from the Senate 
as Cochairman of the Commission. 

(Pub. L. 106–286, div. B, title III, § 303, Oct. 10, 
2000, 114 Stat. 898.) 

§ 6914. Votes of the Commission 

Decisions of the Commission, including adop-
tion of reports and recommendations to the ex-
ecutive branch or to the Congress, shall be made 
by a majority vote of the members of the Com-
mission present and voting. Two-thirds of the 
Members 1 of the Commission shall constitute a 
quorum for purposes of conducting business. 

(Pub. L. 106–286, div. B, title III, § 304, Oct. 10, 
2000, 114 Stat. 899.) 

§ 6915. Expenditure of appropriations 

For each fiscal year for which an appropria-
tion is made to the Commission, the Commis-
sion shall issue a report to the Congress on its 
expenditures under that appropriation. 

(Pub. L. 106–286, div. B, title III, § 305, Oct. 10, 
2000, 114 Stat. 899.) 

§ 6916. Testimony of witnesses, production of evi-
dence; issuance of subpoenas; administration 
of oaths 

In carrying out this subchapter, the Commis-
sion may require, by subpoena or otherwise, the 
attendance and testimony of such witnesses and 
the production of such books, records, cor-
respondence, memoranda, papers, documents, 
and electronically recorded data as it considers 
necessary. Subpoenas may be issued only pursu-
ant to a two-thirds vote of members of the Com-
mission present and voting. Subpoenas may be 
issued over the signature of the Chairman of the 
Commission or any member designated by the 
Chairman, and may be served by any person des-
ignated by the Chairman or such member. The 
Chairman of the Commission, or any member 
designated by the Chairman, may administer 
oaths to any witness. 

(Pub. L. 106–286, div. B, title III, § 306, Oct. 10, 
2000, 114 Stat. 899.) 

§ 6917. Appropriations for the Commission 

(a) Authorization; disbursements 

(1) Authorization 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
the Commission for fiscal year 2001, and each 
fiscal year thereafter, such sums as may be 
necessary to enable it to carry out its func-
tions. Appropriations to the Commission are 
authorized to remain available until expended. 

(2) Disbursements 

Appropriations to the Commission shall be 
disbursed on vouchers approved—

(A) jointly by the Chairman and the Co-
chairman; or 

(B) by a majority of the members of the 
personnel and administration committee es-
tablished pursuant to section 6918 of this 
title. 

(b) Foreign travel for official purposes 

Foreign travel for official purposes by mem-
bers and staff of the Commission may be author-
ized by either the Chairman or the Cochairman. 

(Pub. L. 106–286, div. B, title III, § 307, Oct. 10, 
2000, 114 Stat. 899.) 

§ 6918. Staff of the Commission 

(a) Personnel and administration committee 

The Commission shall have a personnel and 
administration committee composed of the 
Chairman, the Cochairman, the senior member 
of the Commission from the minority party of 
the House of Representatives, and the senior 
member of the Commission from the minority 
party of the Senate. 

(b) Committee functions 

All decisions pertaining to the hiring, firing, 
and fixing of pay of personnel of the Commission 
shall be by a majority vote of the personnel and 
administration committee, except that—

(1) the Chairman shall be entitled to appoint 
and fix the pay of the staff director, and the 
Cochairman shall be entitled to appoint and 
fix the pay of the Cochairman’s senior staff 
member; and 

(2) the Chairman and Cochairman shall each 
have the authority to appoint, with the ap-
proval of the personnel and administration 
committee, at least four professional staff 
members who shall be responsible to the 
Chairman or the Cochairman (as the case may 
be) who appointed them.

Subject to subsection (d), the personnel and ad-
ministration committee may appoint and fix the 
pay of such other personnel as it considers desir-
able. 

(c) Staff appointments 

All staff appointments shall be made without 
regard to the provisions of title 5 governing ap-
pointments in the competitive service, and with-
out regard to the provisions of chapter 51 and 
subchapter III of chapter 53 of such title relating 
to classification and general schedule pay rates. 

(d) Qualifications of professional staff 

The personnel and administration committee 
shall ensure that the professional staff of the 
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