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§ 8501. Findings 

Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) The illicit nuclear activities of the Gov-

ernment of Iran, combined with its develop-
ment of unconventional weapons and ballistic 
missiles and its support for international ter-
rorism, represent a threat to the security of 
the United States, its strong ally Israel, and 
other allies of the United States around the 
world. 

(2) The United States and other responsible 
countries have a vital interest in working to-
gether to prevent the Government of Iran 
from acquiring a nuclear weapons capability. 

(3) The International Atomic Energy Agency 
has repeatedly called attention to Iran’s illicit 

nuclear activities and, as a result, the United 
Nations Security Council has adopted a range 
of sanctions designed to encourage the Gov-
ernment of Iran to suspend those activities 
and comply with its obligations under the 
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons, done at Washington, London, and 
Moscow July 1, 1968, and entered into force 
March 5, 1970 (commonly known as the ‘‘Nu-
clear Non-Proliferation Treaty’’). 

(4) The serious and urgent nature of the 
threat from Iran demands that the United 
States work together with its allies to do ev-
erything possible—diplomatically, politically, 
and economically—to prevent Iran from ac-
quiring a nuclear weapons capability. 

(5) The United States and its major Euro-
pean allies, including the United Kingdom, 
France, and Germany, have advocated that 
sanctions be strengthened should inter-
national diplomatic efforts fail to achieve 
verifiable suspension of Iran’s uranium enrich-
ment program and an end to its nuclear weap-
ons program and other illicit nuclear activi-
ties. 

(6) The Government of Iran continues to en-
gage in serious, systematic, and ongoing viola-
tions of human rights, including suppression 
of freedom of expression and religious free-
dom, illegitimately prolonged detention, tor-
ture, and executions. Such violations have in-
creased in the aftermath of the fraudulent 
presidential election in Iran on June 12, 2009. 

(7) The Government of Iran has been unre-
sponsive to President Obama’s unprecedented 
and serious efforts at engagement, revealing 
that the Government of Iran is not interested 
in a diplomatic resolution, as made clear, for 
example, by the following: 

(A) Iran’s apparent rejection of the Tehran 
Research Reactor plan, generously offered 
by the United States and its partners, of po-
tentially great benefit to the people of Iran, 
and endorsed by Iran’s own negotiators in 
October 2009. 

(B) Iran’s ongoing clandestine nuclear pro-
gram, as evidenced by its work on the secret 
uranium enrichment facility at Qom, its 
subsequent refusal to cooperate fully with 
inspectors from the International Atomic 
Energy Agency, and its announcement that 
it would build 10 new uranium enrichment 
facilities. 

(C) Iran’s official notification to the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency that it 
would enrich uranium to the 20 percent 
level, followed soon thereafter by its pro-
viding to that Agency a laboratory result 
showing that Iran had indeed enriched some 
uranium to 19.8 percent. 

(D) A February 18, 2010, report by the 
International Atomic Energy Agency ex-
pressing ‘‘concerns about the possible exist-
ence in Iran of past or current undisclosed 
activities related to the development of a 
nuclear payload for a missile. These alleged 
activities consist of a number of projects 
and sub-projects, covering nuclear and mis-
sile related aspects, run by military-related 
organizations.’’. 

(E) A May 31, 2010, report by the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency expressing 
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continuing strong concerns about Iran’s lack 
of cooperation with the Agency’s 
verification efforts and Iran’s ongoing en-
richment activities, which are contrary to 
the longstanding demands of the Agency and 
the United Nations Security Council. 

(F) Iran’s announcement in April 2010 that 
it had developed a new, faster generation of 
centrifuges for enriching uranium. 

(G) Iran’s ongoing arms exports to, and 
support for, terrorists in direct contraven-
tion of United Nations Security Council res-
olutions. 

(H) Iran’s July 31, 2009, arrest of 3 young 
citizens of the United States on spying 
charges.

(8) There is an increasing interest by State 
governments, local governments, educational 
institutions, and private institutions, business 
firms, and other investors to disassociate 
themselves from companies that conduct busi-
ness activities in the energy sector of Iran, 
since such business activities may directly or 
indirectly support the efforts of the Govern-
ment of Iran to achieve a nuclear weapons ca-
pability. 

(9) Black market proliferation networks con-
tinue to flourish in the Middle East, allowing 
countries like Iran to gain access to sensitive 
dual-use technologies. 

(10) Economic sanctions imposed pursuant to 
the provisions of this Act, the Iran Sanctions 
Act of 1996, as amended by this Act, and the 
International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.), and other authori-
ties available to the United States to impose 
economic sanctions to prevent Iran from de-
veloping nuclear weapons, are necessary to 
protect the essential security interests of the 
United States. 

(Pub. L. 111–195, § 2, July 1, 2010, 124 Stat. 1313.) 

TERMINATION OF SECTION 

For termination of section, see section 8551(a) 

of this title.

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in par. (10), is Pub. L. 111–195, 
July 1, 2010, 124 Stat. 1312, which enacted this chapter, 
amended sections 287c, 2778, and 2780 of this title, sec-
tion 80a–13 of Title 15, Commerce and Trade, section 310 
of Title 31, Money and Finance, and section 4315 of 
Title 50, War and National Defense, enacted provisions 
set out as notes under section 80a–13 of Title 15 and sec-
tion 1701 of Title 50, and amended provisions set out as 
notes under section 1701 of Title 50. For complete clas-
sification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note 
set out below and Tables. 

The Iran Sanctions Act of 1996, as amended by this 
Act, referred to in par. (10), is Pub. L. 104–172, Aug. 5, 
1996, 110 Stat. 1541, as amended by Pub. L. 111–195, 
which is set out as a note under section 1701 of Title 50, 
War and National Defense. 

The International Emergency Economic Powers Act, 
referred to in par. (10), is title II of Pub. L. 95–223, Dec. 
28, 1977, 91 Stat. 1626, which is classified generally to 
chapter 35 (§ 1701 et seq.) of Title 50, War and National 
Defense. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 1701 of 
Title 50 and Tables.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 111–195, § 1(a), July 1, 2010, 124 Stat. 1312, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [enacting this chapter, amending 
sections 287c, 2778, and 2780 of this title, section 80a–13 
of Title 15, Commerce and Trade, section 310 of Title 31, 
Money and Finance, and section 4315 of Title 50, War 
and National Defense, enacting provisions set out as 
notes under section 80a–13 of Title 15 and section 1701 of 
Title 50, and amending provisions set out as notes 
under section 1701 of Title 50] may be cited as the ‘Com-
prehensive Iran Sanctions, Accountability, and Divest-
ment Act of 2010’.’’

Executive Documents 

DELEGATION OF CERTAIN FUNCTIONS AND AUTHORITIES 
UNDER THE COMPREHENSIVE IRAN SANCTIONS, ACCOUNT-
ABILITY, AND DIVESTMENT ACT OF 2010

Memorandum of President of the United States, Sept. 
23, 2010, 75 F.R. 67025, provided: 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State[,] the Sec-
retary of the Treasury[,] the Attorney General[,] the 
Secretary of Commerce[,] United States Trade 
Representative[,] Chairman of the Board of Governors 
of the Federal Reserve System[, and] President of the 
Export-Import Bank of the United States 

By the authority vested in me as President by the 
Constitution and the laws of the United States of 
America, including section 301 of title 3, United States 
Code, I hereby order as follows: 

I hereby delegate to the Secretary of State the func-
tions vested in the President by sections 4(c), 5(a), 5(b), 
5(c), 5(f), 6(a)(1), 6(a)(2), 6(b)(5), and 9(c) of the Iran 
Sanctions Act of 1996, as amended (Public Law 104–172, 
50 U.S.C. 1701 note, as amended most recently by the 
Comprehensive Iran Sanctions, Accountability, and Di-
vestment Act of 2010 (CISADA) (Public Law 111–195)) 
(the ‘‘Iran Sanctions Act’’), such functions to be exer-
cised in consultation with the Secretaries of the Treas-
ury and Commerce and the United States Trade Rep-
resentative, and with the President of the Export-Im-
port Bank and the Chairman of the Board of the Fed-
eral Reserve System and other agencies as appropriate. 

I hereby delegate to the Secretary of State the func-
tions vested in the President by sections 4(a), 4(b), 4(e), 
5(d), 5(e), 9(a), 9(b), and 10 of the Iran Sanctions Act. 

I hereby delegate to the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
consultation with the Secretary of State, the functions 
vested in the President by sections 6(a)(6), 6(a)(7), and 
6(a)(8) of the Iran Sanctions Act, if the sanctions that 
those provisions authorize have been selected pursuant 
to section 5(a) of the Iran Sanctions Act in accordance 
with the terms of this memorandum. 

The Presidential Memorandum of November 21, 1996 
(Delegation of Responsibilities Under the Iran and 
Libya Sanctions Act of 1996), shall remain in effect 
with regard to implementation under section 102(h)(2) 
of CISADA of the provisions of the Iran Sanctions Act 
in effect on the day before the date of enactment of 
CISADA. 

I hereby delegate functions vested in the President by 
CISADA, as follows: 

• section 102(h)(5) [50 U.S.C. 1701 note] to the Sec-
retary of State; 

• section 103(b)(3) [22 U.S.C. 8512(b)(3)] to the Sec-
retary of State and the Secretary of the Treasury, con-
sistent with Executive Orders 13224 and 13382, as 
amended, and any other relevant Executive Orders; 

• section 103(d)(1) to the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
consultation with the Secretary of State and, as appro-
priate, other agencies; 

• section 103(d)(2)(A) to the Secretary of the Treas-
ury, in consultation with the Secretary of State; 

• section 103(d)(2)(B) to the Secretary of State, in 
consultation with the Secretary of the Treasury and 
the Secretary of Commerce; 

• section 106 [22 U.S.C. 8515] to the Secretary of 
State, in consultation with the Secretary of Commerce; 
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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘title 8);’’. 

• section 110 [22 U.S.C. 8518] to the Secretary of 
State; 

• section 111(a) [22 U.S.C. 8519(a)] to the Secretary of 
State, in consultation with the Secretary of the Treas-
ury and the President of the Export-Import Bank; 

• section 111(b) to the President of the Export Import 
Bank, in consultation with the Secretary of State and 
the Secretary of the Treasury; 

• section 115 [124 Stat. 1341] to the Secretary of State, 
in consultation with the Attorney General and the Sec-
retary of the Treasury; 

• sections 303(a) and 303(b) [22 U.S.C. 8543(a), (b)] to 
the Secretary of State, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Commerce; 

• section 303(c) to the Secretary of Commerce with 
regard to exports governed by the Export Administra-
tion Regulations, and to the Secretary of State with re-
gard to exports governed by the International Traffic 
in Arms Regulations; 

• section 303(d) to the Secretary of State, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of Commerce; 

• section 303(e) to the Secretary of State, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of Commerce; 

• section 304 [124 Stat. 1349] to the Secretary of State, 
in consultation with the Secretary of Commerce; 

• section 401(b) [22 U.S.C. 8551(b)] to the Secretary of 
State, in consultation with the Secretary of the Treas-
ury and, as appropriate, other agencies, with respect to 
the waiver of sanctions under section 103(b); to the Sec-
retary of State, in consultation with the Secretary of 
Commerce, with respect to the waiver of the applica-
tion of the prohibition under section 106(a); and to the 
Secretary of State, in consultation with the Secretary 
of Commerce, with respect to the waiver of the imposi-
tion of the licensing requirement under section 303(c). 

Any reference in this memorandum to provisions of 
any Act related to the subject of this memorandum 
shall be deemed to include references to any hereafter-
enacted provision of law that is the same or substan-
tially the same as such provisions. 

The Secretary of State is authorized and directed to 
publish this memorandum in the Federal Register. 

BARACK OBAMA.

SUBCHAPTER I—SANCTIONS 

§ 8511. Definitions 

In this subchapter: 

(1) Agricultural commodity 

The term ‘‘agricultural commodity’’ has the 
meaning given that term in section 5602 of 
title 7. 

(2) Appropriate congressional committees 

The term ‘‘appropriate congressional com-
mittees’’ has the meaning given that term in 
section 14 of the Iran Sanctions Act of 1996 
(Public Law 104–172; 50 U.S.C. 1701 note), as 
amended by section 102 of this Act. 

(3) Executive agency 

The term ‘‘executive agency’’ has the mean-
ing given that term in section 133 of title 41. 

(4) Family member 

The term ‘‘family member’’ means, with re-
spect to an individual, a spouse, child, parent, 
sibling, grandchild, or grandparent of the indi-
vidual. 

(5) Iranian diplomats and representatives of 
other government and military or quasi-
governmental institutions of Iran 

The term ‘‘Iranian diplomat or representa-
tive of another government or military or 
quasi-governmental institution of Iran’’ 

means any of the Iranian diplomats and rep-
resentatives of other government and military 
or quasi-governmental institutions of Iran (as 
that term is defined in section 14 of the Iran 
Sanctions Act of 1996 (Public Law 104–172; 50 
U.S.C. 1701 note)). 

(6) Knowingly 

The term ‘‘knowingly’’, with respect to con-
duct, a circumstance, or a result, means that 
a person has actual knowledge, or should have 
known, of the conduct, the circumstance, or 
the result. 

(7) Medical device 

The term ‘‘medical device’’ has the meaning 
given the term ‘‘device’’ in section 321 of title 
21. 

(8) Medicine 

The term ‘‘medicine’’ has the meaning given 
the term ‘‘drug’’ in section 321 of title 21. 

(9) State 

The term ‘‘State’’ means each of the several 
States, the District of Columbia, the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, the Commonwealth of 
the Northern Mariana Islands, American 
Samoa, Guam, the United States Virgin Is-
lands, and any other territory or possession of 
the United States. 

(10) United States person 

The term ‘‘United States person’’ means—
(A) a natural person who is a citizen or 

resident of the United States or a national of 
the United States (as defined in section 
1101(a) of title 8; 1 and 

(B) an entity that is organized under the 
laws of the United States or any State. 

(Pub. L. 111–195, title I, § 101, July 1, 2010, 124 
Stat. 1316; Pub. L. 112–158, title III, § 311(b)(2), 
Aug. 10, 2012, 126 Stat. 1248.) 

TERMINATION OF SECTION 

For termination of section, see section 8551(a) 

of this title.

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This subchapter, referred to in introductory provi-
sions, was in the original ‘‘this title’’, meaning Pub. L. 
111–195, title I, July 1, 2010, 124 Stat. 1316, which enacted 
this subchapter, amended sections 287c, 2778, and 2780 of 
this title, section 310 of Title 31, Money and Finance, 
and section 4315 of Title 50, War and National Defense, 
enacted and amended provisions set out as notes under 
section 1701 of Title 50. For complete classification of 
title I to the Code, see Tables. 

Section 102 of this Act, referred to in par. (2), is sec-
tion 102 of Pub. L. 111–195, which enacted and amended 
provisions set out as notes under section 1701 of Title 
50, War and National Defense. 

AMENDMENTS 

2012—Par. (3). Pub. L. 112–158 substituted ‘‘section 133 
of title 41’’ for ‘‘section 4 of the Office of Federal Pro-
curement Policy Act (41 U.S.C. 403)’’. 

§ 8512. Economic sanctions relating to Iran 

(a) In general 

Notwithstanding section 101 of the Iran Free-
dom Support Act (Public Law 109–293; 120 Stat. 
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