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this title; authorized the Secretary of State, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Homeland Security on 
certain admissibility matters, to exercise the functions 
and waiver authorities conferred upon the President by 
subsec. (b) of this section with respect to the require-
ment to impose or maintain visa sanctions under sec-
tion 8514(a) of this title; and authorized the Secretary 
of State, in consultation with the Secretary of the 
Treasury, to exercise the functions and waiver authori-
ties conferred upon the President by subsec. (b) of this 
section with respect to the requirement to include a 
person on the list required by section 8514(b) of this 
title. 

Other delegations of functions vested in the President 
by this section were contained in the following: 

Memorandum of President of the United States, June 
3, 2013, 78 F.R. 35545, set out as a note under section 8801 
of this title. 

Memorandum of President of the United States, Sept. 
23, 2010, 75 F.R. 67025, set out as a note under section 
8501 of this title.
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§ 8601. Findings 

Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) Since 1948, United States Presidents and 

both houses of Congress, on a bipartisan basis 
and supported by the American people, have 
repeatedly reaffirmed the special bond be-
tween the United States and Israel, based on 
shared values and shared interests. 

(2) The Middle East is undergoing rapid 
change, bringing with it hope for an expansion 
of democracy but also great challenges to the 
national security of the United States and our 
allies in the region, particularly to our most 
important ally in the region, Israel. 

(3) The Government of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran is continuing its decades-long pattern 
of seeking to foment instability and promote 
extremism in the Middle East, particularly in 
this time of dramatic political transition. 

(4) At the same time, the Government of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran continues to enrich 
uranium in defiance of multiple United Na-
tions Security Council resolutions. 

(5) A nuclear-weapons capable Iran would 
fundamentally threaten vital United States 
interests, encourage regional nuclear pro-
liferation, further empower Iran, the world’s 
leading state sponsor of terror, and pose a seri-
ous and destabilizing threat to Israel and the 
region. 

(6) Over the past several years, with the as-
sistance of the Governments of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran and Syria, Hizbollah and Hamas 
have increased their stockpile of rockets, with 
more than 60,000 now ready to be fired at 
Israel. The Government of the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran continues to add to its arsenal of 

ballistic missiles and cruise missiles, which 
threaten Iran’s neighbors, Israel, and United 
States Armed Forces in the region. 

(7) As a result, Israel is facing a fundamen-
tally altered strategic environment. 

(8) Pursuant to chapter 5 of title 1 of the 
Emergency Wartime Supplemental Appropria-
tions Act, 2003 (Public Law 108–11; 117 Stat. 
576), the authority to make available loan 
guarantees to Israel is currently set to expire 
on September 30, 2012. 

(Pub. L. 112–150, § 2, July 27, 2012, 126 Stat. 1146.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

SHORT TITLE OF 2014 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 113–296, § 1, Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 4075, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [enacting section 8606 of this 
title, amending sections 2321h and 2776 of this title and 
section 17337 of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, 
enacting provisions set out as notes under this section 
and sections 8602, 8603, and 8606 of this title, and amend-
ing provisions set out as a note under section 2776 of 
this title] may be cited as the ‘United States-Israel 
Strategic Partnership Act of 2014’.’’

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 112–150, § 1, July 27, 2012, 126 Stat. 1146, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [enacting this chapter and 
amending section 2321h of this title] may be cited as 
the ‘United States-Israel Enhanced Security Coopera-
tion Act of 2012’.’’

FINDINGS 

Pub. L. 113–296, § 2, Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 4075, pro-
vided that: ‘‘Congress makes the following findings: 

‘‘(1) The people and the Governments of the United 
States and of Israel share a deep and unbreakable 
bond, forged by over 60 years of shared interests and 
shared values. 

‘‘(2) Today, the people and Governments of the 
United States and of Israel are facing a dynamic and 
rapidly changing security environment in the Middle 
East and North Africa, necessitating deeper coopera-
tion on a range of defense, security, and intelligence 
matters. 

‘‘(3) From Gaza, Hamas continues to deny Israel’s 
right to exist and persists in firing rockets indis-
criminately at population centers in Israel. 

‘‘(4) Hezbollah—with support from Iran—continues 
to stockpile rockets and may be seeking to exploit 
the tragic and volatile security situation within 
Syria. 

‘‘(5) The Government of Iran continues to pose a 
grave threat to the region and the world at large with 
its reckless pursuit of nuclear weapons. 

‘‘(6) Given these challenges, it is imperative that 
the United States continues to deepen cooperation 
with allies like Israel in pursuit of shared policy ob-
jectives.’’

§ 8602. Statement of policy 

It is the policy of the United States: 
(1) To reaffirm our unwavering commitment 

to the security of the State of Israel as a Jew-
ish state. As President Barack Obama stated 
on December 16, 2011, ‘‘America’s commitment 
and my commitment to Israel and Israel’s se-
curity is unshakeable.’’ And as President 
George W. Bush stated before the Israeli 
Knesset on May 15, 2008, on the 60th anniver-
sary of the founding of the State of Israel, 
‘‘The alliance between our governments is un-
breakable, yet the source of our friendship 
runs deeper than any treaty.’’. 
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