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‘‘(1) WESTERN HEMISPHERE.—The term ‘Western 
Hemisphere’ means the United States, Canada, Mex-
ico, the Caribbean, South America, and Central 
America. 

‘‘(2) RELEVANT CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES.—The 
term ‘relevant congressional committees’ means the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Foreign Relations 
of the Senate.

‘‘SEC. 5. REQUIREMENT OF A STRATEGY TO AD-
DRESS IRAN’S GROWING HOSTILE PRESENCE 
AND ACTIVITY IN THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after the 
date of the enactment of this Act [Dec. 28, 2012], the 
Secretary of State shall conduct an assessment of the 
threats posed to the United States by Iran’s growing 
presence and activity in the Western Hemisphere and 
submit to the relevant congressional committees the 
results of the assessment and a strategy to address 
Iran’s growing hostile presence and activity in the 
Western Hemisphere. 

‘‘(b) MATTERS TO BE INCLUDED.—The strategy de-
scribed in subsection (a) should include—

‘‘(1) a description of the presence, activities, and 
operations of Iran, the Iranian Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps (IRGC), its Qods Force, Hezbollah, and 
other terrorist organizations linked to Iran that may 
be present in the Western Hemisphere, including in-
formation about their leaders, objectives, and areas 
of influence and information on their financial net-
works, trafficking activities, and safe havens; 

‘‘(2) a description of the terrain, population, ports, 
foreign firms, airports, borders, media outlets, finan-
cial centers, foreign embassies, charities, religious 
and cultural centers, and income-generating activi-
ties in the Western Hemisphere utilized by Iran, the 
IRGC, its Qods Force, Hezbollah, and other terrorist 
organizations linked to Iran that may be present in 
the Western Hemisphere; 

‘‘(3) a description of the relationship of Iran, the 
IRGC, its Qods Force, and Hezbollah with 
transnational criminal organizations linked to Iran 
and other terrorist organizations in the Western 
Hemisphere, including information on financial net-
works and trafficking activities; 

‘‘(4) a description of the relationship of Iran, the 
IRGC, its Qods Force, Hezbollah, and other terrorist 
organizations linked to Iran that may be present in 
the Western Hemisphere with the governments in the 
Western Hemisphere, including military-to-military 
relations and diplomatic, economic, and security 
partnerships and agreements; 

‘‘(5) a description of the Federal law enforcement 
capabilities, military forces, State and local govern-
ment institutions, and other critical elements, such 
as nongovernmental organizations, in the Western 
Hemisphere that may organize to counter the threat 
posed by Iran, the IRGC, its Qods Force, Hezbollah, 
and other terrorist organizations linked to Iran that 
may be present in the Western Hemisphere; 

‘‘(6) a description of activity by Iran, the IRGC, its 
Qods Force, Hezbollah, and other terrorist organiza-
tions linked to Iran that may be present at the 
United States borders with Mexico and Canada and at 
other international borders within the Western Hemi-
sphere, including operations related to drug, human, 
and arms trafficking, human support networks, fi-
nancial support, narco-tunneling, and technological 
advancements that incorporates—

‘‘(A) with respect to the United States borders, in 
coordination with the Governments of Mexico and 
Canada and the Secretary of Homeland Security, a 
plan to address resources, technology, and infra-
structure to create a secure United States border 
and strengthen the ability of the United States and 
its allies to prevent operatives from Iran, the IRGC, 
its Qods Force, Hezbollah, or any other terrorist or-
ganization from entering the United States; and 

‘‘(B) within Latin American countries, a multi-
agency action plan, in coordination with United 

States allies and partners in the region, that in-
cludes the development of strong rule-of-law insti-
tutions to provide security in such countries and a 
counterterrorism and counter-radicalization plan 
to isolate Iran, the IRGC, its Qods Force, 
Hezbollah, and other terrorist organizations linked 
to Iran that may be present in the Western Hemi-
sphere from their sources of financial support and 
counter their facilitation of terrorist activity; and 
‘‘(7) a plan—

‘‘(A) to address any efforts by foreign persons, en-
tities, and governments in the region to assist Iran 
in evading United States and international sanc-
tions; 

‘‘(B) to protect United States interests and assets 
in the Western Hemisphere, including embassies, 
consulates, businesses, energy pipelines, and cul-
tural organizations, including threats to United 
States allies; 

‘‘(C) to support United States efforts to designate 
persons and entities in the Western Hemisphere for 
proliferation activities and terrorist activities re-
lating to Iran, including affiliates of the IRGC, its 
Qods Force, and Hezbollah, under applicable law in-
cluding the International Emergency Economic 
Powers Act; and 

‘‘(D) to address the vital national security inter-
ests of the United States in ensuring energy sup-
plies from the Western Hemisphere that are free 
from the influence of any foreign government that 
would attempt to manipulate or disrupt global en-
ergy markets. 

‘‘(c) DEVELOPMENT.—In developing the strategy under 
this section, the Secretary of State shall consult with 
the heads of all appropriate United States departments 
and agencies, including the Secretary of Defense, the 
Director of National Intelligence, the Secretary of 
Homeland Security, the Secretary of the Treasury, the 
Attorney General, and the United States Trade Rep-
resentative. 

‘‘(d) FORM.—The strategy in this section may be sub-
mitted in classified form, but shall include an unclassi-
fied summary of policy recommendations to address 
the growing Iranian threat in the Western Hemisphere.

‘‘SEC. 6. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

‘‘It is the sense of Congress that the Secretary of 
State should keep the relevant congressional commit-
tees continually informed on the hostile actions of Iran 
in the Western Hemisphere.

‘‘SEC. 7. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.

‘‘Nothing in this Act shall be construed to limit the 
rights or protections enjoyed by United States citizens 
under the United States Constitution or other Federal 
law, or to create additional authorities for the Federal 
Government that are contrary to the United States 
Constitution and United States law.’’

SUBCHAPTER I—EXPANSION OF MULTI-
LATERAL SANCTIONS REGIME WITH RE-
SPECT TO IRAN 

§ 8711. Sense of Congress on enforcement of mul-
tilateral sanctions regime and expansion and 
implementation of sanctions laws 

It is the sense of Congress that the goal of 
compelling Iran to abandon efforts to acquire a 
nuclear weapons capability and other threat-
ening activities can be effectively achieved 
through a comprehensive policy that includes 
economic sanctions, diplomacy, and military 
planning, capabilities and options, and that this 
objective is consistent with the one stated by 
President Barack Obama in the 2012 State of the 
Union Address: ‘‘Let there be no doubt: America 
is determined to prevent Iran from getting a nu-
clear weapon, and I will take no options off the 
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table to achieve that goal’’. Among the eco-
nomic measures to be taken are—

(1) prompt enforcement of the current multi-
lateral sanctions regime with respect to Iran; 

(2) full, timely, and vigorous implementa-
tion of all sanctions enacted into law, includ-
ing sanctions imposed or expanded by this Act 
or amendments made by this Act, through—

(A) intensified monitoring by the Presi-
dent and the designees of the President, in-
cluding the Secretary of the Treasury, the 
Secretary of State, and senior officials in 
the intelligence community (as defined in 
section 401a(4) of title 50), as appropriate; 

(B) more extensive use of extraordinary 
authorities provided for under the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act 
(50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) and other sanctions 
laws; 

(C) reallocation of resources to provide the 
personnel necessary, within the Department 
of the Treasury, the Department of State, 
and the Department of Commerce, and, 
where appropriate, the intelligence commu-
nity, to apply and enforce sanctions; and 

(D) expanded cooperation with inter-
national sanctions enforcement efforts;

(3) urgent consideration of the expansion of 
existing sanctions with respect to such areas 
as—

(A) the provision of energy-related services 
to Iran; 

(B) the provision of insurance and reinsur-
ance services to Iran; 

(C) the provision of shipping services to 
Iran; and 

(D) those Iranian financial institutions not 
yet designated for the imposition of sanc-
tions that may be acting as intermediaries 
for Iranian financial institutions that are 
designated for the imposition of sanctions; 
and

(4) a focus on countering Iran’s efforts to 
evade sanctions, including—

(A) the activities of telecommunications, 
Internet, and satellite service providers, in 
and outside of Iran, to ensure that such pro-
viders are not participating in or facili-
tating, directly or indirectly, the evasion of 
the sanctions regime with respect to Iran or 
violations of the human rights of the people 
of Iran; 

(B) the activities of financial institutions 
or other businesses or government agencies, 
in or outside of Iran, not yet designated for 
the imposition of sanctions; and 

(C) urgent and ongoing evaluation of Iran’s 
energy, national security, financial, and 
telecommunications sectors, to gauge the ef-
fects of, and possible defects in, particular 
sanctions, with prompt efforts to correct 
any gaps in the existing sanctions regime 
with respect to Iran. 

(Pub. L. 112–158, title I, § 101, Aug. 10, 2012, 126 
Stat. 1216.) 

TERMINATION OF SECTION 

For termination of section, see section 8785(a) 

of this title.

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in par. (2), is Pub. L. 112–158, 
Aug. 10, 2012, 126 Stat. 1214, known as the Iran Threat 
Reduction and Syria Human Rights Act of 2012, which 
is classified principally to this chapter. For complete 
classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title 
note set out under section 8701 of this title and Tables. 

The International Emergency Economic Powers Act, 
referred to in par. (2)(B), is title II of Pub. L. 95–223, 
Dec. 28, 1977, 91 Stat. 1626, which is classified generally 
to chapter 35 (§ 1701 et seq.) of Title 50, War and Na-
tional Defense. For complete classification of this Act 
to the Code, see Short Title note set out under section 
1701 of Title 50 and Tables. 

§ 8712. Diplomatic efforts to expand multilateral 
sanctions regime 

(a) Multilateral negotiations 

Congress urges the President to intensify dip-
lomatic efforts, both in appropriate inter-
national fora such as the United Nations and bi-
laterally with allies of the United States, for the 
purpose of—

(1) expanding the United Nations Security 
Council sanctions regime to include—

(A) a prohibition on the issuance of visas 
to any official of the Government of Iran 
who is involved in—

(i) human rights violations in or outside 
of Iran; 

(ii) the development of a nuclear weap-
ons program and a ballistic missile capa-
bility in Iran; or 

(iii) support by the Government of Iran 
for terrorist organizations, including 
Hamas and Hezbollah; and

(B) a requirement that each member coun-
try of the United Nations—

(i) prohibit the Islamic Republic of Iran 
Shipping Lines from landing at seaports, 
and cargo flights of Iran Air from landing 
at airports, in that country because of the 
role of those organizations in proliferation 
and illegal arms sales; and 

(ii) apply the prohibitions described in 
clause (i) to other Iranian entities des-
ignated for the imposition of sanctions on 
or after August 10, 2012;

(2) expanding the range of sanctions imposed 
with respect to Iran by allies of the United 
States; 

(3) expanding efforts to limit the develop-
ment of petroleum resources and the importa-
tion of refined petroleum products by Iran; 

(4) developing additional initiatives to—
(A) increase the production of crude oil in 

countries other than Iran; and 
(B) assist countries that purchase or other-

wise obtain crude oil or petroleum products 
from Iran to eliminate their dependence on 
crude oil and petroleum products from Iran; 
and

(5) eliminating the revenue generated by the 
Government of Iran from the sale of petro-
chemical products produced in Iran to other 
countries. 

(b) Reports to Congress 

Not later than 180 days after August 10, 2012, 
and every 180 days thereafter, the President 
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