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who shall serve as the point of contact for mat-
ters relating to international abductions of chil-
dren by parents. The Director of the Office shall 
regularly inform the designated employee of 
children of United States citizens abducted by 
parents to that country. 

(d) Reports to parents 

(1) In general 

Except as provided in paragraph (2), begin-
ning 6 months after November 29, 1999, and at 
least once every 6 months thereafter, the Sec-
retary of State shall report to each parent who 
has requested assistance regarding an ab-
ducted child overseas. Each such report shall 
include information on the current status of 
the abducted child’s case and the efforts by 
the Department of State to resolve the case. 

(2) Exception 

The requirement in paragraph (1) shall not 
apply in a case of an abducted child if—

(A) the case has been closed and the Sec-
retary of State has reported the reason the 
case was closed to the parent who requested 
assistance; or 

(B) the parent seeking assistance requests 
that such reports not be provided. 

(Pub. L. 106–113, div. B, § 1000(a)(7) [div. A, title 
II, § 201], Nov. 29, 1999, 113 Stat. 1536, 1501A–419).

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Admiral James W. 
Nance and Meg Donovan Foreign Relations Authoriza-
tion Act, Fiscal Years 2000 and 2001, and not as part of 
the International Child Abduction Remedies Act which 
comprises this chapter. 

Section was formerly classified to section 11608a of 
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare. 

§ 9010. Interagency coordinating group 

The Secretary of State, the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services, and the Attorney 
General shall designate Federal employees and 
may, from time to time, designate private citi-
zens to serve on an interagency coordinating 
group to monitor the operation of the Conven-
tion and to provide advice on its implementa-
tion to the United States Central Authority and 
other Federal agencies. This group shall meet 
from time to time at the request of the United 
States Central Authority. The agency in which 
the United States Central Authority is located 
is authorized to reimburse such private citizens 
for travel and other expenses incurred in partici-
pating at meetings of the interagency coordi-
nating group at rates not to exceed those au-
thorized under subchapter I of chapter 57 of title 
5 for employees of agencies. 

(Pub. L. 100–300, § 10, Apr. 29, 1988, 102 Stat. 441.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 11609 of 
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare. 

§ 9011. Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated for 
each fiscal year such sums as may be necessary 

to carry out the purposes of the Convention and 
this chapter. 

(Pub. L. 100–300, § 12, Apr. 29, 1988, 102 Stat. 442.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 
‘‘this Act’’ meaning Pub. L. 100–300, Apr. 29, 1988, 102 
Stat. 437, which is classified principally to this chapter. 
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note under section 9001 of this title and Ta-
bles. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 11610 of 
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare.
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§ 9101. Definitions 

In this chapter: 

(1) Abducted child 

The term ‘‘abducted child’’ means a child 
who is the victim of international child abduc-
tion. 

(2) Abduction 

The term ‘‘abduction’’ means the alleged 
wrongful removal of a child from the child’s 
country of habitual residence, or the wrongful 
retention of a child outside such country, in 
violation of a left-behind parent’s custodial 
rights, including the rights of a military par-
ent. 

(3) Abduction case 

The term ‘‘abduction case’’ means a case 
that—

(A) has been reported to the Central Au-
thority of the United States by a left-behind 
parent for the resolution of an abduction; 
and 

(B) meets the criteria for an international 
child abduction under the Hague Abduction 
Convention, regardless of whether the coun-
try at issue is a Convention country. 
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