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reau of Indian Affairs may be used for the pay-
ment in advance or from date or admission of 
care, tuition, assistance, and other expenses of 
Indians in boarding homes, institutions, or 
schools; and the payment of rewards for infor-
mation or evidence concerning violations of law 
on Indian reservation lands or treaty fishing 
rights use areas. 

(Pub. L. 98–473, title I, § 101(c) [title I, § 100], Oct. 
12, 1984, 98 Stat. 1837, 1848.) 

§ 13c. Source of funds to pay cost of lunches for 
nonboarding public school students 

On and after October 12, 1984, any cost of pro-
viding lunches to nonboarding students in public 
schools from funds appropriated under this or 
any other Act for the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
shall be paid from the amount of such funds oth-
erwise allocated for the schools involved with-
out regard to the cost of providing lunches for 
such students. 

(Pub. L. 98–473, title I, § 101(c) [title I, § 100], Oct. 
12, 1984, 98 Stat. 1837, 1848.) 

§ 13d. Limits on use of appropriated funds by Bu-
reau for general or other welfare assistance 

After September 30, 1985, no part of any appro-
priation (except trust funds) to the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs may be used directly or by contract 
for general or other welfare assistance (except 
child welfare assistance) payments (1) for other 
than essential needs (specifically identified in 
regulations of the Secretary or in regulations of 
the State public welfare agency pursuant to the 
Social Security Act [42 U.S.C. 301 et seq.] adopt-
ed by reference in the Secretary’s regulations) 
which could not be reasonably expected to be 
met from financial resources or income (includ-
ing funds held in trust) available to the recipi-
ent individual which are not exempted under 
law from consideration in determining eligi-
bility for or the amount of Federal financial as-
sistance or (2) for individuals who are eligible 
for general public welfare assistance available 
from a State except to the extent the Secretary 
of the Interior determines that such payments 
are required under sections 6(b)(2), 6(i), and 9(b) 
of the Maine Indian Claims Settlement Act of 
1980 (94 Stat. 1793, 1794, 1796; 25 U.S.C. 1725(b)(2), 
1725(i), 1728(b)).1 

(Pub. L. 98–473, title I, § 101(c) [title I, § 100], Oct. 
12, 1984, 98 Stat. 1837, 1848.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Social Security Act, referred to in text, is act 

Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, 49 Stat. 620, as amended, which is 

classified generally to chapter 7 (§ 301 et seq.) of Title 

42, The Public Health and Welfare. For complete classi-

fication of this Act to the Code, see section 1305 of Title 

42 and Tables. 

Sections 6(b)(2), 6(i), and 9(b) of the Maine Indian 

Claims Settlement Act of 1980, referred to in text, are 

sections 6(b)(2), (i) and 9(b) of Pub. L. 96–420, which were 

classified to sections 1725(b)(2), (i) and 1728(b) of this 

title prior to omission from the Code as being of special 

and not general application. 

§ 13d–1. Standards of need as basis for general 
assistance payments by Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs; ratable reductions 

General assistance payments made by the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs shall be made—

(1) after April 29, 1985, and before October 1, 
1995, on the basis of Aid to Families with De-
pendent Children (AFDC) standards of need; 
and 

(2) on and after October 1, 1995, on the basis 
of standards of need established under the 
State program funded under part A of title IV 
of the Social Security Act [42 U.S.C. 601 et 
seq.],

except that where a State ratably reduces its 
AFDC or State program payments, the Bureau 
shall reduce general assistance payments in 
such State by the same percentage as the State 
has reduced the AFDC or State program pay-
ment. 

(Pub. L. 99–88, title I, § 100, Aug. 15, 1985, 99 Stat. 
338; Pub. L. 104–193, title I, § 110(k), Aug. 22, 1996, 
110 Stat. 2172.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Social Security Act, referred to in par. (2), is act 

Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, 49 Stat. 620, as amended. Part A 

of title IV of the Act is classified generally to part A 

(§ 601 et seq.) of subchapter IV of chapter 7 of Title 42, 

The Public Health and Welfare. For complete classi-

fication of this Act to the Code, see section 1305 of Title 

42 and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–193, § 110(k), which directed the gen-

eral amendment of the ‘‘4th proviso of chapter VII of 

title I of Public Law 99–88 (25 U.S.C. 13d–1)’’, was exe-

cuted by amending this section, which is the 4th pro-

viso under heading ‘‘BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS’’ of 

chapter VII of title I of Pub. L. 99–88, to reflect the 

probable intent of Congress. Prior to amendment, this 

section read as follows: ‘‘General assistance payments 

made by the Bureau of Indian Affairs after April 29, 

1985, shall be made on the basis of Aid to Families with 

Dependent Children (AFDC) standards of need except 

where a State ratably reduces AFDC payments in 

which event the Bureau shall reduce general assistance 

payments in such State by the same percentage as the 

State has reduced the AFDC payment.’’

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1996 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 104–193 effective July 1, 1997, 

with transition rules relating to State options to accel-

erate such date, rules relating to claims, actions, and 

proceedings commenced before such date, rules relating 

to closing out of accounts for terminated or substan-

tially modified programs and continuance in office of 

Assistant Secretary for Family Support, and provisions 

relating to termination of entitlement under AFDC 

program, see section 116 of Pub. L. 104–193, as amended, 

set out as an Effective Date note under section 601 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare. 

MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE PAYMENTS 

Pub. L. 99–349, title I, July 2, 1986, 100 Stat. 732, pro-

vided in part: ‘‘That the levels established for general 

assistance by Public Law 99–88 (99 Stat. 388) [probably 

means Pub. L. 99–88, 99 Stat. 338, which enacted this 

section], are the maximum allowable payments.’’
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§ 13d–2. Enrollment and general assistance pay-
ments 

(a) In general 

The Secretary of the Interior shall not dis-
qualify from continued receipt of general assist-
ance payments from the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs an otherwise eligible Indian for whom the 
Bureau is making or may make general assist-
ance payments (or exclude such an individual 
from continued consideration in determining 
the amount of general assistance payments for a 
household) because the individual is enrolled 
(and is making satisfactory progress toward 
completion of a program or training that can 
reasonably be expected to lead to gainful em-
ployment) for at least half-time study or train-
ing in—

(1) a college assisted by the Bureau under 
the Tribally Controlled Colleges and Univer-
sities Assistance Act of 1978 (92 Stat. 1325; 25 
U.S.C. 1801) or the Navajo Community College 
Act (85 Stat. 645; 25 U.S.C. 640a); 1 

(2) an institution of higher education or a 
vocational school (as defined for purposes of 
any program of assistance to students under 
the Higher Education Act of 1965 [20 U.S.C. 
1001 et seq.]); 

(3) a course the Secretary determines will 
lead to a high school diploma or an equivalent 
certificate; or 

(4) other programs or training approved by 
the Secretary or by tribal education, employ-
ment or training programs. 

(b) Factors not to be considered 

In determining the amount of general assist-
ance provided by the Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
the Secretary of the Interior shall not include 
consideration of—

(1) additional expenses in connection with 
the study or training described in subsection 
(a), and 

(2) the amount of any financial assistance 
received by the individual as a student or 
trainee. 

(c) No effect on other eligibility requirements 

This section does not alter any eligibility re-
quirement for general assistance from the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs other than the require-
ment to be available for employment and to 
seek employment. 

(Pub. L. 100–297, title V, § 5404, Apr. 28, 1988, 102 
Stat. 416; Pub. L. 105–244, title IX, § 901(d), Oct. 7, 
1998, 112 Stat. 1828; Pub. L. 107–110, title X, § 1045, 
Jan. 8, 2002, 115 Stat. 2080; Pub. L. 110–315, title 
IX, § 941(k)(2)(G), Aug. 14, 2008, 122 Stat. 3466.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Tribally Controlled Colleges and Universities As-

sistance Act of 1978, referred to in subsec. (a)(1), is Pub. 

L. 95–471, Oct. 17, 1978, 92 Stat. 1325, which is classified 

principally to chapter 20 (§ 1801 et seq.) of this title. For 

complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 

Short Title note set out under section 1801 of this title 

and Tables. 
The Navajo Community College Act, referred to in 

subsec. (a)(1), is Pub. L. 92–189, Dec. 15, 1971, 85 Stat. 

646, which was classified to section 640a et seq. of this 

title, and was omitted from the Code as being of special 

and not general application. 

The Higher Education Act of 1965, referred to in sub-

sec. (a)(2), is Pub. L. 89–329, Nov. 8, 1965, 79 Stat. 1219, 

which is classified generally to chapter 28 (§ 1001 et seq.) 

of Title 20, Education. For complete classification of 

this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under 

section 1001 of Title 20 and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 110–315 substituted ‘‘the 

Tribally Controlled Colleges and Universities Assist-

ance Act of 1978’’ for ‘‘the Tribally Controlled College 

or University Assistance Act of 1978’’. 

2002—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 107–110, § 1045(1), added sub-

sec. heading and introductory provisions and struck 

out former subsec. heading and introductory provi-

sions. Former introductory provisions read as follows: 

‘‘The Secretary of the Interior shall not disqualify from 

continued receipt of general assistance payments from 

the Bureau of Indian Affairs an otherwise eligible In-

dian for whom the Bureau has been making general as-

sistance payments for at least 3 months (or exclude 

such an individual from continued consideration in de-

termining the amount of general assistance payments 

for a household) because the individual is enrolled (and 

is making satisfactory progress toward completion of a 

program or training that can reasonably be expected to 

lead to gainful employment) for at least half-time 

study or training in—’’. 

Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 107–110, § 1045(2), added par. (4) 

and struck out former par. (4) which read as follows: 

‘‘other programs or training approved by the Sec-

retary.’’

1998—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 105–244 substituted ‘‘Trib-

ally Controlled College or University Assistance Act of 

1978’’ for ‘‘Tribally Controlled Community College As-

sistance Act of 1978’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 107–110 effective Jan. 8, 2002, 

except with respect to certain noncompetitive pro-

grams and competitive programs, see section 5 of Pub. 

L. 107–110, set out as an Effective Date note under sec-

tion 6301 of Title 20, Education. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1998 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 105–244 effective Oct. 1, 1998, 

except as otherwise provided in Pub. L. 105–244, see sec-

tion 3 of Pub. L. 105–244, set out as a note under section 

1001 of Title 20, Education. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

For effective date and applicability of section, see 

section 6303 of Pub. L. 100–297, set out as an Effective 

Date of 1988 Amendment note under section 1071 of 

Title 20, Education. 

§ 13d–3. Tribal authority to change eligibility for, 
or amount of, general assistance payments 

On and after October 21, 1998, notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, Indian tribal govern-
ments may, by appropriate changes in eligibility 
criteria or by other means, change eligibility for 
general assistance or change the amount of gen-
eral assistance payments for individuals within 
the service area of such tribe who are otherwise 
deemed eligible for general assistance payments 
so long as such changes are applied in a con-
sistent manner to individuals similarly situated 
and, that any savings realized by such changes 
shall be available for use in meeting other prior-
ities of the tribes and, that any net increase in 
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