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§ 13d–2. Enrollment and general assistance pay-
ments 

(a) In general 

The Secretary of the Interior shall not dis-
qualify from continued receipt of general assist-
ance payments from the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs an otherwise eligible Indian for whom the 
Bureau is making or may make general assist-
ance payments (or exclude such an individual 
from continued consideration in determining 
the amount of general assistance payments for a 
household) because the individual is enrolled 
(and is making satisfactory progress toward 
completion of a program or training that can 
reasonably be expected to lead to gainful em-
ployment) for at least half-time study or train-
ing in—

(1) a college assisted by the Bureau under 
the Tribally Controlled Colleges and Univer-
sities Assistance Act of 1978 (92 Stat. 1325; 25 
U.S.C. 1801) or the Navajo Community College 
Act (85 Stat. 645; 25 U.S.C. 640a); 1 

(2) an institution of higher education or a 
vocational school (as defined for purposes of 
any program of assistance to students under 
the Higher Education Act of 1965 [20 U.S.C. 
1001 et seq.]); 

(3) a course the Secretary determines will 
lead to a high school diploma or an equivalent 
certificate; or 

(4) other programs or training approved by 
the Secretary or by tribal education, employ-
ment or training programs. 

(b) Factors not to be considered 

In determining the amount of general assist-
ance provided by the Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
the Secretary of the Interior shall not include 
consideration of—

(1) additional expenses in connection with 
the study or training described in subsection 
(a), and 

(2) the amount of any financial assistance 
received by the individual as a student or 
trainee. 

(c) No effect on other eligibility requirements 

This section does not alter any eligibility re-
quirement for general assistance from the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs other than the require-
ment to be available for employment and to 
seek employment. 

(Pub. L. 100–297, title V, § 5404, Apr. 28, 1988, 102 
Stat. 416; Pub. L. 105–244, title IX, § 901(d), Oct. 7, 
1998, 112 Stat. 1828; Pub. L. 107–110, title X, § 1045, 
Jan. 8, 2002, 115 Stat. 2080; Pub. L. 110–315, title 
IX, § 941(k)(2)(G), Aug. 14, 2008, 122 Stat. 3466.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Tribally Controlled Colleges and Universities As-

sistance Act of 1978, referred to in subsec. (a)(1), is Pub. 

L. 95–471, Oct. 17, 1978, 92 Stat. 1325, which is classified 

principally to chapter 20 (§ 1801 et seq.) of this title. For 

complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 

Short Title note set out under section 1801 of this title 

and Tables. 
The Navajo Community College Act, referred to in 

subsec. (a)(1), is Pub. L. 92–189, Dec. 15, 1971, 85 Stat. 

646, which was classified to section 640a et seq. of this 

title, and was omitted from the Code as being of special 

and not general application. 

The Higher Education Act of 1965, referred to in sub-

sec. (a)(2), is Pub. L. 89–329, Nov. 8, 1965, 79 Stat. 1219, 

which is classified generally to chapter 28 (§ 1001 et seq.) 

of Title 20, Education. For complete classification of 

this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under 

section 1001 of Title 20 and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 110–315 substituted ‘‘the 

Tribally Controlled Colleges and Universities Assist-

ance Act of 1978’’ for ‘‘the Tribally Controlled College 

or University Assistance Act of 1978’’. 

2002—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 107–110, § 1045(1), added sub-

sec. heading and introductory provisions and struck 

out former subsec. heading and introductory provi-

sions. Former introductory provisions read as follows: 

‘‘The Secretary of the Interior shall not disqualify from 

continued receipt of general assistance payments from 

the Bureau of Indian Affairs an otherwise eligible In-

dian for whom the Bureau has been making general as-

sistance payments for at least 3 months (or exclude 

such an individual from continued consideration in de-

termining the amount of general assistance payments 

for a household) because the individual is enrolled (and 

is making satisfactory progress toward completion of a 

program or training that can reasonably be expected to 

lead to gainful employment) for at least half-time 

study or training in—’’. 

Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 107–110, § 1045(2), added par. (4) 

and struck out former par. (4) which read as follows: 

‘‘other programs or training approved by the Sec-

retary.’’

1998—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 105–244 substituted ‘‘Trib-

ally Controlled College or University Assistance Act of 

1978’’ for ‘‘Tribally Controlled Community College As-

sistance Act of 1978’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 107–110 effective Jan. 8, 2002, 

except with respect to certain noncompetitive pro-

grams and competitive programs, see section 5 of Pub. 

L. 107–110, set out as an Effective Date note under sec-

tion 6301 of Title 20, Education. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1998 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 105–244 effective Oct. 1, 1998, 

except as otherwise provided in Pub. L. 105–244, see sec-

tion 3 of Pub. L. 105–244, set out as a note under section 

1001 of Title 20, Education. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

For effective date and applicability of section, see 

section 6303 of Pub. L. 100–297, set out as an Effective 

Date of 1988 Amendment note under section 1071 of 

Title 20, Education. 

§ 13d–3. Tribal authority to change eligibility for, 
or amount of, general assistance payments 

On and after October 21, 1998, notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, Indian tribal govern-
ments may, by appropriate changes in eligibility 
criteria or by other means, change eligibility for 
general assistance or change the amount of gen-
eral assistance payments for individuals within 
the service area of such tribe who are otherwise 
deemed eligible for general assistance payments 
so long as such changes are applied in a con-
sistent manner to individuals similarly situated 
and, that any savings realized by such changes 
shall be available for use in meeting other prior-
ities of the tribes and, that any net increase in 
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1 See References in Text note below. 
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costs to the Federal Government which result 
solely from tribally increased payment levels 
for general assistance shall be met exclusively 
from funds available to the tribe from within its 
tribal priority allocation. 

(Pub. L. 105–277, div. A, § 101(e) [title I], Oct. 21, 
1998, 112 Stat. 2681–231, 2681–246.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

SIMILAR PROVISIONS 

Similar provisions were contained in the following 

prior appropriations acts: 

Pub. L. 105–83, title I, Nov. 14, 1997, 111 Stat. 1555. 

Pub. L. 104–208, div. A, title I, § 101(d) [title I], Sept. 

30, 1996, 110 Stat. 3009–181, 3009–193. 

Pub. L. 104–134, title I, § 101(c) [title I], Apr. 26, 1996, 

110 Stat. 1321–156, 1321–170; renumbered title I, Pub. L. 

104–140, § 1(a), May 2, 1996, 110 Stat. 1327. 

Pub. L. 103–332, title I, Sept. 30, 1994, 108 Stat. 2512. 

Pub. L. 103–138, title I, Nov. 11, 1993, 107 Stat. 1392. 

Pub. L. 102–381, title I, Oct. 5, 1992, 106 Stat. 1389. 

§ 13e. Expenses of exhibits; advance payments for 
services; termination of Federal supervision; 
treaty expenses 

On and after October 12, 1984, such appropria-
tions [appropriations for the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs (except the revolving fund for loans and 
the Indian loan guarantee and insurance fund)] 
under this or any other act shall be available 
for: the expenses of exhibits; advance payments 
for services (including services which may ex-
tend beyond the current fiscal year) under con-
tracts executed pursuant to the Act of June 4, 
1936 (48 Stat. 596), as amended (25 U.S.C. 452 et 
seq.),1 the Act of August 3, 1956 (70 Stat. 896), as 
amended (25 U.S.C. 309 et seq.), and legislation 
terminating Federal supervision over certain 
tribes; and expenses required by continuing or 
permanent treaty provision. 

(Pub. L. 98–473, title I, § 101(c) [title I, § 100], Oct. 
12, 1984, 98 Stat. 1837, 1850.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Act of June 4, 1936, referred to in text, probably 

means act Apr. 16, 1934, ch. 147, 48 Stat. 596, as amended 

generally by act June 4, 1936, ch. 490, 49 Stat. 1458, 

known as the Johnson-O’Malley Act, which was classi-

fied generally to section 452 et seq. of this title prior to 

editorial reclassification as section 5342 et seq. of this 

title. For complete classification of this Act to the 

Code, see Short Title note set out under section 5301 of 

this title and Tables. 

Act of August 3, 1956, referred to in text, probably 

means act Aug. 3, 1956, ch. 930, 70 Stat. 986, which is 

classified generally to section 309 et seq. of this title. 

For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 

Tables. 

§ 13f. Tribal priority allocations in Alaska 

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, with respect to amounts made available for 
tribal priority allocations in Alaska, such 
amounts on and after October 11, 2000, shall only 
be provided to tribes the membership of which 
on June 1 of the preceding fiscal year is com-
posed of at least 25 individuals who are Natives 

(as such term is defined in section 1602(b) of title 
43) who reside in the area generally known as 
the village for such tribe. 

(b) Amounts that would have been made avail-
able for tribal priority allocations in Alaska but 
for the limitation contained in subsection (a) 
shall be provided to the respective Alaska Na-
tive regional nonprofit corporation (as listed in 
section 103(a)(2) of Public Law 104–193,1 110 Stat. 
2159) for the respective region in which a tribe 
subject to subsection (a) is located, notwith-
standing any resolution authorized under fed-
eral 2 law to the contrary. 

(Pub. L. 106–291, title I, § 122, Oct. 11, 2000, 114 
Stat. 944; Pub. L. 107–20, title II, § 2608, July 24, 
2001, 115 Stat. 178.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 103(a)(2) of Public Law 104–193, 110 Stat. 2159, 

referred to in subsec. (b), enacted section 419 of act 

Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, which is classified to section 619 

of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, and con-

tains a listing of Alaska Native regional nonprofit cor-

porations. 

AMENDMENTS 

2001—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 107–20 inserted ‘‘on and after 

October 11, 2000,’’ after ‘‘such amounts’’ and substituted 

‘‘June 1 of the preceding fiscal year’’ for ‘‘June 1, 2000’’. 

§ 14. Money accruing to Indians from Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs or other govern-
mental agencies 

Any money accruing from the Department of 
Veterans Affairs or other governmental agency 
to incompetent adult Indians, or minor Indians, 
who are recognized wards of the Federal Govern-
ment, for whom no legal guardians or other fidu-
ciaries have been appointed may be paid, in the 
discretion of the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, 
or other head of a governmental bureau or agen-
cy, having such funds for payment, to such su-
perintendent or other bonded officer of the In-
dian Service as the Secretary of the Interior 
shall designate, for the use of such beneficiaries, 
or to be paid to or used for, the heirs of such de-
ceased beneficiaries, to be handled and ac-
counted for by him with other moneys under his 
control, in accordance with existing law and the 
regulations of the Department of the Interior. 

(Feb. 25, 1933, ch. 124, 47 Stat. 907; Pub. L. 102–54, 
§ 13(j)(1), June 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 276.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1991—Pub. L. 102–54 substituted ‘‘Department of Vet-

erans Affairs’’ for ‘‘Veterans’ Administration’’ and 

‘‘Secretary of Veterans Affairs’’ for ‘‘Administrator of 

Veterans’ Affairs’’.

Executive Documents 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 

and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
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