§3115

§3115. Cooperative agreement between Depart-
ment of the Interior and Indian tribes

(a) Cooperative agreements

(1) To facilitate the administration of the pro-
grams and activities of the Department of the
Interior, the Secretary is authorized to nego-
tiate and enter into cooperative agreements
with Indian tribes to—

(A) engage in cooperative manpower and job
training and development programs,

(B) to develop and publish cooperative envi-
ronmental education and natural resource
planning materials, and

(C) to perform land and facility improve-
ments, including forestry and other natural
resources protection, fire protection, reforest-
ation, timber stand improvement, debris re-
moval, and other activities related to land and
natural resource management.

The Secretary may enter into such agreements
when the Secretary determines the public inter-
est will be benefited.

(2) In such cooperative agreements, the Sec-
retary is authorized to advance or reimburse
funds to contractors from any appropriated
funds available for similar kinds of work or by
furnishing or sharing materials, supplies, facili-
ties or equipment without regard to the provi-
sions of section 3324, title 31, relating to the ad-
vance of public moneys.

(b) Supervision

In any agreement authorized by this section,
Indian tribes and their employees may perform
cooperative work under the supervision of the
Department of the Interior in emergencies or
otherwise as mutually agreed to, but shall not
be deemed to be Federal employees other than
for purposes of section?! 2671 through 2680 of title
28 and section?! 8101 through 8193 of title 5.

(e) Savings provision
Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to
limit the authority of the Secretary to enter

into cooperative agreements otherwise author-
ized by law.

(Pub. L. 101-630, title III, §316, Nov. 28, 1990, 104
Stat. 4543.)

§ 3115a. Tribal forest assets protection
(a) Definitions

In this Act:

(1) Federal land

The term ‘‘Federal land” means—

(A) land of the National Forest System (as
defined in section 1609(a) of title 16) adminis-
tered by the Secretary of Agriculture, acting
through the Chief of the Forest Service; and

(B) public lands (as defined in section 1702
of title 43), the surface of which is adminis-
tered by the Secretary of the Interior, acting
through the Director of the Bureau of Land
Management.

(2) Indian forest land or rangeland

The term ‘‘Indian forest land or rangeland”
means land that—
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(A) is held in trust by, or with a restric-
tion against alienation by, the United States
for an Indian tribe or a member of an Indian
tribe; and

(B)(A)(I) is Indian forest land (as defined in
section 3103 of this title); or

(IT) has a cover of grasses, brush, or any
similar vegetation; or

(ii) formerly had a forest cover or vegeta-
tive cover that is capable of restoration.

(3) Indian tribe

The term ‘‘Indian tribe’” has the meaning
given the term in section 5304 of this title.

(4) Secretary

The term ‘‘Secretary’ means—

(A) the Secretary of Agriculture, with re-
spect to land under the jurisdiction of the
Forest Service; and

(B) the Secretary of the Interior, with re-
spect to land under the jurisdiction of the
Bureau of Land Management.

(b) Authority to protect Indian forest land or
rangeland
(1) In general

Not later than 120 days after the date on
which an Indian tribe submits to the Sec-
retary a request to enter into an agreement or
contract to carry out a project to protect In-
dian forest land or rangeland (including a
project to restore Federal land that borders on
or is adjacent to Indian forest land or range-
land) that meets the criteria described in sub-
section (c), the Secretary may issue public no-
tice of initiation of any necessary environ-
mental review or of the potential of entering
into an agreement or contract with the Indian
tribe pursuant to section 347 of the Depart-
ment of the Interior and Related Agencies Ap-
propriations Act, 1999 (16 U.S.C. 2104 note;
Public Law 105-277) (as amended by section 323
of the Department of the Interior and Related
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2003 (117 Stat.
275)), or such other authority as appropriate,
under which the Indian tribe would carry out
activities described in paragraph (3).

(2) Environmental analysis

Following completion of any necessary envi-
ronmental analysis, the Secretary may enter
into an agreement or contract with the Indian
tribe as described in paragraph (1).

(3) Activities

Under an agreement or contract entered into
under paragraph (2), the Indian tribe may
carry out activities to achieve land manage-
ment goals for Federal land that is—

(A) under the jurisdiction of the Secretary;
and
(B) bordering or adjacent to the Indian for-
est land or rangeland under the jurisdiction
of the Indian tribe.
(c) Selection criteria

The criteria referred to in subsection (b), with
respect to an Indian tribe, are whether—

(1) the Indian forest land or rangeland under
the jurisdiction of the Indian tribe borders on
or is adjacent to land under the jurisdiction of
the Forest Service or the Bureau of Land Man-
agement;
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