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EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENTS 

Amendment by Pub. L. 98–378 applicable with respect 
to refunds payable under this section after Dec. 31, 1985, 
see section 21(g) of Pub. L. 98–378, set out as a note 
under section 6103 of this title. 

Pub. L. 98–369, div. B, title VI, § 2653(c), July 18, 1984, 
98 Stat. 1156, as amended by Pub. L. 99–514, § 2, Oct. 22, 
1986, 100 Stat. 2095; Pub. L. 100–203, title IX, § 9402(a), 
Dec. 22, 1987, 101 Stat. 1330–376; Pub. L. 100–485, title VII, 
§ 701(a), Oct. 13, 1988, 102 Stat. 2425; Pub. L. 102–164, title 
IV, § 401(a), Nov. 15, 1991, 105 Stat. 1061, provided that: 
‘‘The amendments made by this section [enacting sec-
tion 3720A of Title 31, Money and Finance, and amend-
ing this section and sections 6103 and 7213 of this title] 
shall apply with respect to refunds payable under sec-
tion 6402 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 [formerly 
I.R.C. 1954] after December 31, 1985.’’

[Pub. L. 102–164, title IV, § 401(b), Nov. 15, 1991, 105 
Stat. 1061, provided that: ‘‘The amendment made by 
this section [amending section 2653(c) of Pub. L. 98–369, 
set out above] shall take effect on October 1, 1991.’’] 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1981 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–35 effective, except as oth-
erwise specifically provided, on Oct. 1, 1981, see section 
2336 of Pub. L. 97–35, set out as a note under section 651 
of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare. 

ORGAN AND TISSUE DONATION INFORMATION INCLUDED 
WITH INCOME TAX REFUND PAYMENTS 

Pub. L. 104–191, title III, § 371, Aug. 21, 1996, 110 Stat. 
2072, provided that: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the Treasury 
shall, to the extent practicable, include with the mail-
ing of any payment of a refund of individual income tax 
made during the period beginning on February 1, 1997, 
and ending on June 30, 1997, a copy of the document de-
scribed in subsection (b). 

‘‘(b) TEXT OF DOCUMENT.—The Secretary of the Treas-
ury shall, after consultation with the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services and organizations pro-
moting organ and tissue (including eye) donation, pre-
pare a document suitable for inclusion with individual 
income tax refund payments which—

‘‘(1) encourages organ and tissue donation; 
‘‘(2) includes a detachable organ and tissue donor 

card; and 
‘‘(3) urges recipients to—

‘‘(A) sign the organ and tissue donor card; 
‘‘(B) discuss organ and tissue donation with fam-

ily members and tell family members about the re-
cipient’s desire to be an organ and tissue donor if 
the occasion arises; and 

‘‘(C) encourage family members to request or au-
thorize organ and tissue donation if the occasion 
arises.’’

CLARIFICATION OF CONGRESSIONAL INTENT AS TO SCOPE 
OF AMENDMENTS BY SECTION 2653 OF PUB. L. 98–369

Pub. L. 100–203, title IX, § 9402(b), Dec. 22, 1987, 101 
Stat. 1330–376, provided that: 

‘‘(1) Nothing in the amendments made by section 2653 
of the Deficit Reduction Act of 1984 [enacting section 
3720A of Title 31, Money and Finance, and amending 
this section and sections 6103 and 7213 of this title] 
shall be construed as exempting debts of corporations 
or any other category of persons from the application 
of such amendments. 

‘‘(2) It is the intent of the Congress that, to the ex-
tent practicable, the amendments made by section 2653 
of the Deficit Reduction Act of 1984 shall extend to all 
Federal agencies (as defined in the amendments made 
by such section). 

‘‘(3) The Secretary of the Treasury shall issue regula-
tions to carry out the purposes of this subsection.’’

STUDY BY GENERAL ACCOUNTING OFFICE OF OPERATION 
AND EFFECTIVENESS OF AMENDMENTS BY SECTION 
2653 OF PUB. L. 98–369

Pub. L. 100–203, title IX, § 9402(c), Dec. 22, 1987, 101 
Stat. 1330–376, required the Comptroller General of the 

United States, in consultation with the Secretary of 
the Treasury, to conduct a study of the operation and 
effectiveness of amendments by section 2653 of Pub. L. 
98–369 on voluntary compliance with the income tax 
laws and, by Apr. 1, 1989, submit a report and rec-
ommendations to Congress. 

§ 6403. Overpayment of installment 

In the case of a tax payable in installments, if 
the taxpayer has paid as an installment of the 
tax more than the amount determined to be the 
correct amount of such installment, the over-
payment shall be credited against the unpaid in-
stallments, if any. If the amount already paid, 
whether or not on the basis of installments, ex-
ceeds the amount determined to be the correct 
amount of the tax, the overpayment shall be 
credited or refunded as provided in section 6402. 

(Aug. 16, 1954, ch. 736, 68A Stat. 791.) 

§ 6404. Abatements 

(a) General rule 

The Secretary is authorized to abate the un-
paid portion of the assessment of any tax or any 
liability in respect thereof, which—

(1) is excessive in amount, or 
(2) is assessed after the expiration of the pe-

riod of limitation properly applicable thereto, 
or 

(3) is erroneously or illegally assessed. 

(b) No claim for abatement of income, estate, and 
gift taxes 

No claim for abatement shall be filed by a tax-
payer in respect of an assessment of any tax im-
posed under subtitle A or B. 

(c) Small tax balances 

The Secretary is authorized to abate the un-
paid portion of the assessment of any tax, or any 
liability in respect thereof, if the Secretary de-
termines under uniform rules prescribed by the 
Secretary that the administration and collec-
tion costs involved would not warrant collection 
of the amount due. 

(d) Assessments attributable to certain mathe-
matical errors by Internal Revenue Service 

In the case of an assessment of any tax im-
posed by chapter 1 attributable in whole or in 
part to a mathematical error described in sec-
tion 6213(g)(2)(A), if the return was prepared by 
an officer or employee of the Internal Revenue 
Service acting in his official capacity to provide 
assistance to taxpayers in the preparation of in-
come tax returns, the Secretary is authorized to 
abate the assessment of all or any part of any 
interest on such deficiency for any period ending 
on or before the 30th day following the date of 
notice and demand by the Secretary for pay-
ment of the deficiency. 

(e) Abatement of interest attributable to unrea-
sonable errors and delays by Internal Rev-
enue Service 

(1) In general 

In the case of any assessment of interest 
on—

(A) any deficiency attributable in whole or 
in part to any unreasonable error or delay 
by an officer or employee of the Internal 
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