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1983—Pub. L. 97-409, §2(a)(1)(A), substituted ‘‘inde-
pendent counsel” for ‘‘special prosecutor’” in section
catchline.

Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 97-409, §§2(a)(1), 6(d), sub-
stituted ‘‘independent counsel’” for ‘‘special pros-
ecutor”, ‘‘good cause” for ‘‘extraordinary impro-

priety’’, and ‘‘independent counsel’s’ for ‘‘special pros-
ecutor’s”.

Subsecs. (a)(2), (3), (b). Pub. L. 97-409, §2(a)(1)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘independent counsel’’ for ‘‘special pros-
ecutor’ wherever appearing.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
CHANGE OF NAME

Committee on Governmental Affairs of Senate
changed to Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs of Senate, effective Jan. 4, 2005, by
Senate Resolution No. 445, One Hundred Eighth Con-
gress, Oct. 9, 2004.

Committee on Government Operations of House of
Representatives treated as referring to Committee on
Government Reform and Oversight of House of Rep-
resentatives by section 1(a) of Pub. L. 104-14, set out as
a note preceding section 21 of Title 2, The Congress.
Committee on Government Reform and Oversight of
House of Representatives changed to Committee on
Government Reform of House of Representatives by
House Resolution No. 5, One Hundred Sixth Congress,
Jan. 6, 1999. Committee on Government Reform of
House of Representatives changed to Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform of House of Rep-
resentatives by House Resolution No. 6, One Hundred
Tenth Congress, Jan. 5, 2007. Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform of House of Representatives
changed to Committee on Oversight and Reform of
House of Representatives by House Resolution No. 6,
One Hundred Sixteenth Congress, Jan. 9, 2019.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1994 AMENDMENT; TRANSITION
PROVISIONS

Amendment by Pub. L. 103-270 applicable with re-
spect to independent counsels appointed before, on, or
after June 30, 1994, with transition provisions directing
that determinations by the division of the court con-
tained in last sentence of subsec. (b)(2) of this section
shall, for the office of an independent counsel ap-
pointed before June 30, 1994, be required no later than
1 year after June 30, 1994, and at end of each succeeding
1-year period, and transition provisions relating to re-
porting requirements established or modified by Pub.
L. 103-270, see section 7(a), (f), (g) of Pub. L. 103-270, set
out as a note under section 591 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1987 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 100-191 effective Dec. 15, 1987,
and applicable to proceedings initiated and independent
counsels appointed on and after Dec. 15, 1987, but with
subsecs. (a)(3) and (c) applicable to previously initiated
proceedings pending on Dec. 15, 1987, see section 6 of
Pub. L. 100-191, set out as a note under section 591 of
this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 98-620 not applicable to cases
pending on Nov. 8, 1984, see section 403 of Pub. L. 98-620,
set out as an Effective Date note under section 1657 of
this title.

§597. Relationship with Department of Justice

(a) SUSPENSION OF OTHER INVESTIGATIONS AND
PROCEEDINGS.—Whenever a matter is in the
prosecutorial jurisdiction of an independent
counsel or has been accepted by an independent
counsel under section 594(e), the Department of
Justice, the Attorney General, and all other of-
ficers and employees of the Department of Jus-
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tice shall suspend all investigations and pro-
ceedings regarding such matter, except to the
extent required by section 594(d)(1), and except
insofar as such independent counsel agrees in
writing that such investigation or proceedings
may be continued by the Department of Justice.

(b) PRESENTATION AS AMICUS CURIAE PER-
MITTED.—Nothing in this chapter shall prevent
the Attorney General or the Solicitor General
from making a presentation as amicus curiae to
any court as to issues of law raised by any case
or proceeding in which an independent counsel
participates in an official capacity or any appeal
of such a case or proceeding.

(Added Pub. L. 95-521, title VI, §601(a), Oct. 26,
1978, 92 Stat. 1872; amended Pub. L. 97-409,
§2(a)(1)(A), Jan. 3, 1983, 96 Stat. 2039; Pub. L.
100-191, §2, Dec. 15, 1987, 101 Stat. 1306.)

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

1987—Pub. L. 100-191 amended section generally, sub-
stituting provisions relating to relationship with De-
partment of Justice for substantially similar provi-
sions.

1983—Pub. L. 97409, §2(a)(1)(A), substituted ‘inde-
pendent counsel’”’ for ‘‘special prosecutor’ wherever ap-
pearing.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1987 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 100-191 effective Dec. 15, 1987,
and applicable to proceedings initiated and independent
counsels appointed on and after Dec. 15, 1987, see sec-
tion 6 of Pub. L. 100-191, set out as a note under section
591 of this title.

§598. Severability

If any provision of this chapter or the applica-
tion thereof to any person or circumstance is
held invalid, the remainder of this chapter and
the application of such provision to other per-
sons not similarly situated or to other cir-
cumstances shall not be affected by such invali-
dation.

(Added Pub. L. 95-521, title VI, §601(a), Oct. 26,
1978, 92 Stat. 1873; amended Pub. L. 97-409,
§§2(a)(1)(A), 7, Jan. 3, 1983, 96 Stat. 2039, 2042;
Pub. L. 100-191, §2, Dec. 15, 1987, 101 Stat. 1306.)

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

1987—Pub. L. 100-191 amended section generally, sub-
stituting provisions relating to severability for provi-
sions relating to termination of chapter. See section
599 of this title.

1983—Pub. L. 97-409, §§2(a)(1)(A), 7, substituted ref-
erence to the date of enactment of the Ethics in Gov-
ernment Act Amendments of 1982 for reference to the
date of enactment of this chapter and substituted
‘“‘independent counsel’” for ‘‘special prosecutor’ wher-
ever appearing.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1987 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 100-191 effective Dec. 15, 1987,
and applicable to proceedings initiated and independent
counsels appointed on and after Dec. 15, 1987, see sec-
tion 6 of Pub. L. 100-191, set out as a note under section
591 of this title.
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