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1 See References in Text note below. 

‘‘SEC. 2. The increases under this Act shall apply to 
benefits which commence before, on, or after the date 
of enactment of this Act [Dec. 23, 1975], but no increase 
in benefits shall be paid for any period prior to the date 
of enactment of this Act [Dec. 23, 1975], or the date on 
which the eligibility for benefits commences, which-
ever is later.’’

COST-OF-LIVING ADJUSTMENT TO WIDOW’S ANNUITY 

Pub. L. 90–163, § 2, Nov. 29, 1967, 81 Stat. 518, provided 
that: ‘‘Each annuity payable under the Act entitled ‘An 
Act to provide benefits for widows of certain persons 
who were retired or are eligible for retirement under 
section 6 of the Act entitled ‘‘An Act to authorize aids 
to navigation and for other works in the Lighthouse 
Service, and for other purposes’’, approved June 20, 
1918, as amended’, approved August 19, 1950 (33 U.S.C. 
771–775), and each annuity payable under section 6 of 
the Act entitled ‘An Act to authorize aids to naviga-
tion and for other works in the Lighthouse Service, and 
for other purposes’, approved June 20, 1918 (33 U.S.C. 
763), shall be increased by the same percentage, ad-
justed to the nearest dollar, and on the same effective 
date, as each increase hereafter allowed under the cost-
of-living annuity adjustment provisions of section 
8340(b) of title 5, United States Code.’’

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and 
assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities 
and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-
ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security, 
and for treatment of related references, see sections 
468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6.

Executive Documents 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Bureau of Lighthouses, of which Lighthouse Service 
was a part, transferred and consolidated with Coast 
Guard under Secretary of the Treasury by Reorg. Plan 
No. II of 1939, § 2(a), eff. July 1, 1939, 4 F.R. 2731, 33 Stat. 
1432, set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Government Or-
ganization and Employees. Functions of Secretary of 
the Treasury relating to Coast Guard transferred to 
Secretary of Transportation by section 6(b)(1) of Pub. 
L. 89–670. See section 108 of Title 49, Transportation. 

§ 772. Repealed. Pub. L. 116–283, div. G, title 
LVXXXV [LXXXV], § 8512(a)(15), Jan. 1, 2021, 
134 Stat. 4759

Section, Aug. 19, 1950, ch. 761, § 2, 64 Stat. 466; Pub. L. 
85–351, § 1, Mar. 28, 1958, 72 Stat. 49; Pub. L. 89–670, 
§ 6(b)(1), Oct. 15, 1966, 80 Stat. 938; Pub. L. 90–163, § 1, 
Nov. 29, 1967, 81 Stat. 518; Pub. L. 90–167, § 1(b), Nov. 29, 
1967, 81 Stat. 520; Pub. L. 98–557, § 15(b)(2), Oct. 30, 1984, 
98 Stat. 2866, related to death of employee due to non-
service-connected causes after 15 years’ service and 
amount of payment to surviving spouse.
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SAVINGS 

For continuation of benefit payments 
nothwithtanding repeals made by section 8512 of Pub. 
L. 116–283, see section 8512(b)(1) of Pub. L. 116–283, set 
out as a note under section 725 of this title. 

§ 773. Transferred

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section, act Aug. 19, 1950, ch. 761, § 3, 64 Stat. 466, 
which related to application for benefits for surviving 

spouses of Lighthouse Service employees and employee 
death benefits, was transferred to section 2534(a) of 
Title 14, Coast Guard. 

§ 774. Transferred

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section, Aug. 19, 1950, ch. 761, § 4, 64 Stat. 466, which 
related to rules and regulations necessary to carry out 
benefit provisions, was transferred to section 2534(b) of 
Title 14, Coast Guard. 

§ 775. Payments nonassignable and exempt from 
process 

No payment under sections 771 to 775 1 of this 
title shall be assignable, either in law or in eq-
uity, or be subject to execution, levy, lien, at-
tachment, garnishment, or other legal process. 

(Aug. 19, 1950, ch. 761, § 5, 64 Stat. 466.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Sections 771 and 772 of this title, referred to in text, 
were repealed by Pub. L. 116–283, div. G, title LVXXXV 
[LXXXV], § 8512(a)(15), Jan. 1, 2021, 134 Stat. 4759. Sec-
tion 773 of this title, referred to in text, was transferred 
to section 2534(a) of Title 14, Coast Guard, by Pub. L. 
116–283, div. G, title LVXXXV [LXXXV], § 8511(b)(2)(A), 
Jan. 1, 2021, 134 Stat. 4758. Section 774 of this title, re-
ferred to in text, was transferred to section 2534(b) of 
Title 14 by Pub. L. 116–283, div. G, title LVXXXV 
[LXXXV], § 8511(b)(3)(A), Jan. 1, 2021, 134 Stat. 4758. 

§ 776. Transferred

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section, Pub. L. 112–74, div. C, title V, Dec. 23, 2011, 
125 Stat. 919, which related to payment of certain annu-
ities out of the Civil Service Retirement and Disability 
Fund, was transferred to section 2534(c) of Title 14, 
Coast Guard.

CHAPTER 17—NATIONAL OCEANIC AND 
ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Sec. 

851 to 852b. Repealed or Omitted. 
853. Power to settle claims. 
853a to 853o. Repealed. 
853o–1. Credit of service as deck officer or junior en-

gineer and certain other active service for 
retirement and retirement pay. 

853p to 854. Repealed. 
854a. Service credit as deck officer or junior engi-

neer for promotion purposes. 
854a–1. Temporary appointment or advancement of 

commissioned officers in time of war or na-
tional emergency. 

854a–2. Pay and allowances; date of acceptance of 
promotion. 

854b to 857–12. Repealed. 
857–13. National Advisory Committee on Oceans and 

Atmosphere. 
857–14. Membership. 
857–15. Reports. 
857–16. Compensation and travel expenses. 
857–17. Interagency cooperation and assistance. 
857–18. Authorization of appropriations. 
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Sec. 

857–19. Biennial report. 
857–20 to 872. Repealed or Omitted. 
873. Extra compensation for instrument observers, 

recorders and other Federal employees for 
oceanographic, seismographic and magnetic 
observations. 

874. Repealed. 
875. Powers of officers as notaries. 
876. Fees for notarial acts; prima facie evidence of 

authority. 
877. Appropriations; advances from. 
878. Appropriations; purchases from. 
878a. Contract for development of a major pro-

gram; costs; Major Program Annual Report 
for satellite development program. 

878b. Safety and health regulations for scientific 
and occupational diving. 

SUBCHAPTER II—SURVEYS 

881 to 883. Repealed. 
883a. Surveys and other activities. 
883b. Dissemination of data; further activities. 
883c. Geomagnetic data; collection, correlation, 

and dissemination. 
883d. Improvement of methods, instruments, and 

equipments; investigations and research. 
883e. Agreements for surveys and investigations; 

contribution of costs incurred by National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 

883f. Contracts with qualified organizations. 
883g. Repealed. 
883h. Employment of public vessels. 
883i. Authorization of appropriations. 
883j. Ocean satellite data. 
883k. Acquisition of land for facilities. 
883l. Contracts for surveying and mapping serv-

ices. 
884. Power to use books, maps, etc., and to employ 

persons. 
885 to 890. Repealed or Omitted. 

SUBCHAPTER III—NOAA FLEET MODERNIZATION 

891. Definitions. 
891a. Fleet replacement and modernization pro-

gram. 
891b. Fleet replacement and modernization Plan. 
891c. Design of NOAA vessels. 
891d. Contract authority. 
891e. Restriction with respect to certain shipyard 

subsidies. 
891e–1. Shipyards located outside of the United 

States. 
891f. Use of vessels. 
891g. Interoperability. 
891h. Authorization of appropriations. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—NOAA HYDROGRAPHIC 
SERVICES 

892. Definitions. 
892a. Functions of the Administrator. 
892b. Quality assurance program. 
892c. Hydrographic Services Review Panel. 
892d. Authorization of appropriations. 

SUBCHAPTER V—RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, 
EDUCATION, AND INNOVATION 

893. Ocean and atmospheric research and develop-
ment program. 

893a. NOAA ocean and atmospheric science edu-
cation programs. 

893b. NOAA’s contribution to innovation. 
893c. Workforce study. 

SUBCHAPTER VI—SEXUAL HARASSMENT AND 
ASSAULT PREVENTION 

894. Actions to address sexual harassment at Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration. 

894a. Actions to address sexual assault at National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 

Sec. 

894b. Rights of the victim of a sexual assault. 
894c. Change of station. 
894d. Applicability of policies to crews of vessels 

secured by National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration under contract. 

894d–1. Investigation requirement. 
894d–2. Criminal referral. 
894e. Annual report on sexual assaults in the Na-

tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration. 

894f. Sexual assault defined.

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL PROVISIONS

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CO-LOCATION AGREEMENTS 

Pub. L. 116–259, title V, § 502, Dec. 23, 2020, 134 Stat. 
1178, provided that: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—During fiscal years 2021 through 
2030, and subject to the availability of appropriations, 
the Administrator of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration may execute noncompetitive co-
location agreements for real property and incidental 
goods and services with entities described in subsection 
(b) for periods of not more than 20 years, if each such 
agreement is supported by a price reasonableness anal-
ysis. 

‘‘(b) ENTITIES DESCRIBED.—An entity described in this 
subsection is—

‘‘(1) the government of any State, territory, posses-
sion, or locality of the United States; 

‘‘(2) any Tribal organization (as defined in section 4 
of the Indian Self-Determination and Education As-
sistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5304)); 

‘‘(3) any subdivision of—
‘‘(A) a government described in paragraph (1); or 
‘‘(B) an organization described in paragraph (2); 

or 
‘‘(4) any organization that is—

‘‘(A) organized under the laws of the United 
States or any jurisdiction within the United States; 
and 

‘‘(B) described in section 501(c) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 [26 U.S.C. 501(c)] and exempt 
from tax under section 501(a) of such Code. 

‘‘(c) COLLABORATION AGREEMENTS.—Upon the execu-
tion of an agreement authorized by subsection (a) with 
an entity, the Administrator may enter into agree-
ments with the entity to collaborate or engage in 
projects or programs on matters of mutual interest for 
periods not to exceed the term of the agreement. The 
cost of such agreements shall be apportioned equitably, 
as determined by the Administrator. 

‘‘(d) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—Nothing in this section shall 
be construed—

‘‘(1) to affect the authority of the Administrator of 
General Services; or 

‘‘(2) to grant the Administrator of the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration any addi-
tional authority to enter into a lease without ap-
proval of the General Services Administration.’’

§ 851. Omitted

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section, Pub. L. 105–277, div. A, § 101(b) [title II], Oct. 
21, 1998, 112 Stat. 2681–50, 2681–83, which authorized in 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
250 commissioned officers on the active list as of Sep-
tember 30, 1999, was from title II of the Departments of 
Commerce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and Re-
lated Agencies Appropriations Act, 1999, and was not 
repeated in subsequent appropriation acts. 

Similar provisions were contained in the following 
prior appropriation acts: 
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