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(vi) Work to coordinate government action associ-
ated with the Great Lakes system. 

(vii) Ensure coordinated Federal scientific and 
other research associated with the Great Lakes sys-
tem. 

(viii) Ensure coordinated government development 
and implementation of the Great Lakes portion of 
the Global Earth Observation System of Systems. 

(ix) Provide assistance and support to agencies rep-
resented on the Task Force in their activities related 
to the Great Lakes system. 

(x) Submit a report to the President by May 31, 
2005, and thereafter as appropriate, that summarizes 
the activities of the Task Force and provides any rec-
ommendations that would, in the judgment of the 
Task Force, advance the policy set forth in section 1 
of this order. 
(b) Membership and Operation. 

(i) The Task Force shall consist exclusively of the 
following officers of the United States: the Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection Agency (who 
shall chair the Task Force), the Secretary of State, 
the Secretary of the Interior, the Secretary of Agri-
culture, the Secretary of Commerce, the Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development, the Secretary of 
Transportation, the Secretary of Homeland Security, 
the Secretary of the Army, and the Chairman of the 
Council on Environmental Quality. A member of the 
Task Force may designate, to perform the Task 
Force functions of the member, any person who is 
part of the member’s department, agency, or office 
and who is either an officer of the United States ap-
pointed by the President or a full-time employee 
serving in a position with pay equal to or greater 
than the minimum rate payable for GS–15 of the Gen-
eral Schedule. The Task Force shall report to the 
President through the Chairman of the Council on 
Environmental Quality. 

(ii) The Task Force shall establish a ‘‘Great Lakes 
Regional Working Group’’ (Working Group) composed 
of the appropriate regional administrator or director 
with programmatic responsibility for the Great 
Lakes system for each agency represented on the 
Task Force including: the Great Lakes National Pro-
gram Office of the Environmental Protection Agency; 
the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, National 
Park Service, and United States Geological Survey 
within the Department of the Interior; the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service and the Forest Serv-
ice of the Department of Agriculture; the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration of the De-
partment of Commerce; the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development; the Department of Trans-
portation; the Coast Guard within the Department of 
Homeland Security; and the Army Corps of Engineers 
within the Department of the Army. The Working 
Group will coordinate and make recommendations on 
how to implement the policies, strategies, projects, 
and priorities of the Task Force. 
(c) Management Principles for Regional Collabora-

tion of National Significance. To further the policy de-
scribed in section 1, the Task Force shall recognize and 
apply key principles and foster conditions to ensure 
successful collaboration. To that end, the Environ-
mental Protection Agency will coordinate the develop-
ment of a set of principles of successful collaboration. 

SEC. 4. Great Lakes National Program Office. The Great 
Lakes National Program Office of the Environmental 
Protection Agency shall assist the Task Force and the 
Working Group in the performance of their functions. 
The Great Lakes National Program Manager shall 
serve as chair of the Working Group. 

SEC. 5. Preservation of Authority. Nothing in this order 
shall be construed to impair or otherwise affect the 
functions of the Director of the Office of Management 
and Budget relating to budget, administrative, regu-
latory, and legislative proposals. Nothing in this order 
shall be construed to affect the statutory authority or 
obligations of any Federal agency or any bi-national 
agreement with Canada. 

SEC. 6. Judicial Review. This order is intended only to 
improve the internal management of the Federal Gov-
ernment and is not intended to, and does not, create 
any right, benefit, or trust responsibility, substantive 
or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by a 
party against the United States, its departments, agen-
cies, instrumentalities or entities, its officers or em-
ployees, or any other person. 

GEORGE W. BUSH. 

§ 1268a. Great Lakes restoration activities report 

(a) For purposes of this section the following 
definitions apply: 

(1) The terms ‘‘Great Lakes’’ and ‘‘Great 
Lakes State’’ have the same meanings as such 
terms have in section 1962d–22 of title 42. 

(2) The term ‘‘Great Lakes restoration ac-
tivities’’ means any Federal or State activity 
primarily or entirely within the Great Lakes 
watershed that seeks to improve the overall 
health of the Great Lakes ecosystem.

(b) Hereafter, not later than 45 days after sub-
mission of the budget of the President to Con-
gress, the Director of the Office of Management 
and Budget, in coordination with the Governor 
of each Great Lakes State and the Great Lakes 
Interagency Task Force, shall submit to the ap-
propriate authorizing and appropriating com-
mittees of the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives a financial report, certified by the 
Secretary of each agency that has budget au-
thority for Great Lakes restoration activities, 
containing—

(1) an interagency budget crosscut report 
that—

(A) displays the budget proposed, including 
any planned interagency or intra-agency 
transfer, for each of the Federal agencies 
that carries out Great Lakes restoration ac-
tivities in the upcoming fiscal year, sepa-
rately reporting the amount of funding to be 
provided under existing laws pertaining to 
the Great Lakes ecosystem; and 

(B) identifies all expenditures in each of 
the 5 prior fiscal years by the Federal Gov-
ernment and State governments for Great 
Lakes restoration activities;

(2) a detailed accounting of all funds re-
ceived and obligated by all Federal agencies 
and, to the extent available, State agencies 
using Federal funds, for Great Lakes restora-
tion activities during the current and previous 
fiscal years; 

(3) a budget for the proposed projects (in-
cluding a description of the project, authoriza-
tion level, and project status) to be carried out 
in the upcoming fiscal year with the Federal 
portion of funds for activities; and 

(4) a listing of all projects to be undertaken 
in the upcoming fiscal year with the Federal 
portion of funds for activities. 

(Pub. L. 113–76, div. E, title VII, § 738, Jan. 17, 
2014, 128 Stat. 238.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Financial Services 
and General Government Appropriations Act, 2014, and 
also as part of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 
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1 So in original.

2014, and not as part of the Federal Water Pollution 
Control Act which comprises this chapter. 

§ 1269. Long Island Sound 

(a) Office of Management Conference of the Long 
Island Sound Study 

The Administrator shall continue the Manage-
ment Conference of the Long Island Sound 
Study (hereinafter referred to as the ‘‘Con-
ference’’) as established pursuant to section 1330 
of this title, and shall establish an office (here-
inafter referred to as the ‘‘Office’’) to be located 
on or near Long Island Sound. 

(b) Administration and staffing of Office 

The Office shall be headed by a Director, who 
shall be detailed by the Administrator, fol-
lowing consultation with the Administrators of 
EPA regions I and II, from among the employees 
of the Agency who are in civil service. The Ad-
ministrator shall delegate to the Director such 
authority and detail such additional staff as 
may be necessary to carry out the duties of the 
Director under this section. 

(c) Duties of Office 

The Office shall assist the conference study in 
carrying out its goals. Specifically, the Office 
shall—

(1) assist and support the implementation of 
the Comprehensive Conservation and Manage-
ment Plan for Long Island Sound developed 
pursuant to section 1330 of this title, including 
efforts to establish, within the process for 
granting watershed general permits, a system 
for promoting innovative methodologies and 
technologies that are cost-effective and con-
sistent with the goals of the Plan; 

(2) conduct or commission studies deemed 
necessary for strengthened implementation of 
the Comprehensive Conservation and Manage-
ment Plan including, but not limited to—

(A) population growth and the adequacy of 
wastewater treatment facilities; 

(B) the use of biological methods for nutri-
ent removal in sewage treatment plants; 

(C) contaminated sediments, and dredging 
activities; 

(D) nonpoint source pollution abatement 
and land use activities in the Long Island 
Sound watershed; 

(E) wetland protection and restoration; 
(F) atmospheric deposition of acidic and 

other pollutants into Long Island Sound; 
(G) water quality requirements to sustain 

fish, shellfish, and wildlife populations, and 
the use of indicator species to assess envi-
ronmental quality; 

(H) State water quality programs, for their 
adequacy pursuant to implementation of the 
Comprehensive Conservation and Manage-
ment Plan; 

(I) options for long-term financing of 
wastewater treatment projects and water 
pollution control programs; 

(J) environmental vulnerabilities of the 
Long Island Sound watershed, including—

(i) the identification and assessment of 
such vulnerabilities in the watershed; 

(ii) the development and implementation 
of adaptation strategies to reduce such 
vulnerabilities; and 

(iii) the identification and assessment of 
the effects of sea level rise on water qual-
ity, habitat, and infrastructure; and 1 

(3) coordinate the grant, research and plan-
ning programs authorized under this section; 

(4) develop and implement strategies to in-
crease public education and awareness with re-
spect to the ecological health and water qual-
ity conditions of Long Island Sound; 

(5) provide administrative and technical sup-
port to the conference study; 

(6) collect and make available to the public 
(including on a publicly accessible website) 
publications, and other forms of information 
the conference study determines to be appro-
priate, relating to the environmental quality 
of Long Island Sound; 

(7) monitor the progress made toward meet-
ing the identified goals, actions, and schedules 
of the Comprehensive Conservation and Man-
agement Plan, including through the imple-
mentation and support of a monitoring system 
for the ecological health and water quality 
conditions of Long Island Sound; and

(8) convene conferences and meetings for leg-
islators from State governments and political 
subdivisions thereof for the purpose of making 
recommendations for coordinating legislative 
efforts to facilitate the environmental restora-
tion of Long Island Sound and the implemen-
tation of the Comprehensive Conservation and 
Management Plan. 

(d) Grants 

(1) The Administrator is authorized to make 
grants for projects and studies which will help 
implement the Long Island Sound Comprehen-
sive Conservation and Management Plan. Spe-
cial emphasis shall be given to implementation, 
research and planning, enforcement, and citizen 
involvement and education. 

(2) State, interstate, and regional water pollu-
tion control agencies, and other public or non-
profit private agencies, institutions, and organi-
zations held to be eligible for grants pursuant to 
this subsection. 

(3) Citizen involvement and citizen education 
grants under this subsection shall not exceed 95 
per centum of the costs of such work. All other 
grants under this subsection shall not exceed 60 
percent of the research, studies, or work. All 
grants shall be made on the condition that the 
non-Federal share of such costs are provided 
from non-Federal sources. 

(e) Assistance to distressed communities 

(1) Eligible communities 

For the purposes of this subsection, a dis-
tressed community is any community that 
meets affordability criteria established by the 
State in which the community is located, if 
such criteria are developed after public review 
and comment. 

(2) Priority 

In making assistance available under this 
section for the upgrading of wastewater treat-
ment facilities, the Administrator may give 
priority to a distressed community. 
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