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§ 1321a. Prevention of small oil spills 

(a) Prevention and education program 

The Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans 
and Atmosphere, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of the Department in which the Coast 
Guard is operating and other appropriate agen-
cies, shall establish an oil spill prevention and 
education program for small vessels. The pro-
gram shall provide for assessment, outreach, 
and training and voluntary compliance activi-
ties to prevent and improve the effective re-
sponse to oil spills from vessels and facilities 
not required to prepare a vessel response plan 
under the Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
(33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.), including recreational 
vessels, commercial fishing vessels, marinas, 
and aquaculture facilities. The Under Secretary 
may provide grants to sea grant colleges and in-
stitutes designated under section 1126 of this 
title and to State agencies, tribal governments, 
and other appropriate entities to carry out—

(1) regional assessments to quantify the 
source, incidence and volume of small oil 
spills, focusing initially on regions in the 
country where, in the past 10 years, the inci-
dence of such spills is estimated to be the 
highest; 

(2) voluntary, incentive-based clean marina 
programs that encourage marina operators, 
recreational boaters, and small commercial 
vessel operators to engage in environmentally 
sound operating and maintenance procedures 
and best management practices to prevent or 
reduce pollution from oil spills and other 
sources; 

(3) cooperative oil spill prevention education 
programs that promote public understanding 
of the impacts of spilled oil and provide useful 
information and techniques to minimize pollu-
tion, including methods to remove oil and re-
duce oil contamination of bilge water, prevent 
accidental spills during maintenance and re-
fueling and properly cleanup and dispose of oil 
and hazardous substances; and 

(4) support for programs, including outreach 
and education to address derelict vessels and 
the threat of such vessels sinking and dis-
charging oil and other hazardous substances, 
including outreach and education to involve 
efforts to the owners of such vessels. 

(b) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated to the 
Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and 
Atmosphere to carry out this section, $10,000,000 
for each of fiscal years 2010 through 2014. 

(Pub. L. 111–281, title VII, § 705, Oct. 15, 2010, 124 
Stat. 2982.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Federal Water Pollution Control Act, referred to 
in subsec. (a), is act June 30, 1948, ch. 758, as amended 
generally by Pub. L. 92–500, § 2, Oct. 18, 1972, 86 Stat. 816, 
which is classified generally to this chapter. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 
Title note set out under section 1251 of this title and 
Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Coast Guard Au-
thorization Act of 2010, and not as part of the Federal 

Water Pollution Control Act which comprises this 
chapter. 

§ 1321b. Improved coordination with tribal gov-
ernments 

(a) In general 

Within 6 months after October 15, 2010, the 
Secretary of the Department in which the Coast 
Guard is operating shall complete the develop-
ment of a tribal consultation policy, which rec-
ognizes and protects to the maximum extent 
practicable tribal treaty rights and trust assets 
in order to improve the Coast Guard’s consulta-
tion and coordination with the tribal govern-
ments of federally recognized Indian tribes with 
respect to oil spill prevention, preparedness, re-
sponse and natural resource damage assessment. 

(b) Inclusion of tribal government 

The Secretary of the Department in which the 
Coast Guard is operating shall ensure that, as 
soon as practicable after identifying an oil spill 
that is likely to have a significant impact on 
natural or cultural resources owned or directly 
utilized by a federally recognized Indian tribe, 
the Coast Guard will—

(1) ensure that representatives of the tribal 
government of the affected tribes are included 
as part of the incident command system estab-
lished by the Coast Guard to respond to the 
spill; 

(2) share information about the oil spill with 
the tribal government of the affected tribe; 
and 

(3) to the extent practicable, involve tribal 
governments in deciding how to respond to the 
spill. 

(c) Cooperative arrangements 

The Coast Guard may enter into memoranda 
of agreement and associated protocols with In-
dian tribal governments in order to establish co-
operative arrangements for oil pollution preven-
tion, preparedness, and response. Such memo-
randa may be entered into prior to the develop-
ment of the tribal consultation and coordination 
policy to provide Indian tribes grant and con-
tract assistance. Such memoranda of agreement 
and associated protocols with Indian tribal gov-
ernments may include—

(1) arrangements for the assistance of the 
tribal government to participate in the devel-
opment of the National Contingency Plan and 
local Area Contingency Plans to the extent 
they affect tribal lands, cultural and natural 
resources; 

(2) arrangements for the assistance of the 
tribal government to develop the capacity to 
implement the National Contingency Plan and 
local Area Contingency Plans to the extent 
they affect tribal lands, cultural and natural 
resources; 

(3) provisions on coordination in the event of 
a spill, including agreements that representa-
tives of the tribal government will be included 
as part of the regional response team co-
chaired by the Coast Guard and the Environ-
mental Protection Agency to establish poli-
cies for responding to oil spills; 

(4) arrangements for the Coast Guard to pro-
vide training of tribal incident commanders 
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