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completed at a cost less than the estimated
cost, the Secretary shall transfer any excess
non-Federal funds to the non-Federal interest in
accordance with the cost-share requirement ap-
plicable to the project.

(Pub. L. 115-270, title I, §1120, Oct. 23, 2018, 132
Stat. 3777.)

Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the Water Resources
Development Act of 2018, and also as part of the Amer-
ica’s Water Infrastructure Act of 2018, and not as part
of the Water Resources Development Act of 1986 which
comprises this chapter.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
‘““SECRETARY’’ DEFINED

Secretary means the Secretary of the Army, see sec-
tion 102 of Pub. L. 115-270, set out as a note under sec-
tion 2201 of this title.

§2316. Environmental protection mission
(a) General rule

The Secretary shall include environmental
protection as one of the primary missions of the
Corps of Engineers in planning, designing, con-
structing, operating, and maintaining water re-
sources projects.

(b) Limitation

Nothing in this section affects—

(1) existing Corps of Engineers’ authorities,
including its authorities with respect to navi-
gation and flood control;

(2) pending Corps of Engineers permit appli-
cations or pending lawsuits involving permits
or water resources projects; or

(3) the application of public interest review
procedures for Corps of Engineers permits.

(Pub. L. 101-640, title III, §306, Nov. 28, 1990, 104
Stat. 4635.)

Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the Water Resources
Development Act of 1990, and not as part of the Water
Resources Development Act of 1986 which comprises
this chapter.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

‘““‘SECRETARY’’ DEFINED

Secretary means the Secretary of the Army, see sec-
tion 2 of Pub. L. 101-640, set out as a note under section
2201 of this title.

§2317. Wetlands

(a) Goals and action plan
(1) Goals

There is established, as part of the Corps of
Engineers water resources development pro-
gram, an interim goal of no overall net loss of
the Nation’s remaining wetlands base, as de-
fined by acreage and function, and a long-term
goal to increase the quality and quantity of
the Nation’s wetlands, as defined by acreage
and function.
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(2) Use of authorities

The Secretary shall utilize all appropriate
authorities, including those to restore and cre-
ate wetlands, in meeting the interim and long-
term goals.

(3) Action plan
(A) Development

The Secretary shall develop, in consulta-
tion with the Environmental Protection
Agency, the Fish and Wildlife Service, and
other appropriate Federal agencies, a wet-
lands action plan to achieve the goals estab-
lished by this subsection as soon as possible.

(B) Contents

The plan shall include and identify actions
to be taken by the Secretary in achieving
the goals and any new authorities which
may be necessary to accelerate attainment
of the goals.

(C) Completion deadline

The Secretary shall complete the plan not
later than 1 year after November 28, 1990.

(b) Constructed wetlands for Mud Creek, Arkan-
sas

Notwithstanding any other provision of law,
the Secretary is authorized and directed to es-
tablish and carry out a research and pilot
project to evaluate and demonstrate—

(1) the wuse of constructed wetlands for
wastewater treatment, and

(2) methods by which such projects con-
tribute—

(A) to meeting the objective of the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act [33 U.S.C. 1251
et seq.] to restore and maintain the physical,
chemical, and biological integrity of the Na-
tion’s waters, and

(B) to attaining the goals established by
subsection (a).

The project under this subsection shall be car-
ried out to improve the quality of effluent dis-
charged from publicly owned treatment works
operated by the city of Fayetteville, Arkansas,
into Mud Creek or its tributaries.

(c) Non-Federal responsibilities

For the project conducted under subsection
(b), the non-Federal interest shall agree—

(1) to provide, without cost to the United
States, all lands, easements, rights-of-way, re-
locations, and dredged material disposal areas
necessary for construction and subsequent re-
search and demonstration work;

(2) to hold and save the United States free
from damages due to construction, operation,
and maintenance of the project, except dam-
ages due to the fault or negligence of the
United States or its contractors; and

(3) to operate and maintain the restored or
constructed wetlands in accordance with good
management practices; except that nothing in
this paragraph shall be construed as pre-
cluding a Federal agency from agreeing to op-
erate and maintain the restored or recon-
structed wetlands.

The value of the non-Federal lands, easements,
rights-of-way, relocations, and dredged material
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