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process each permit required for the project, in-
cluding a schedule when the information and 
data should be provided to the appropriate Fed-
eral, State, or local agency or Indian tribe. 

(c) Costs of coordination 

The costs incurred by the Secretary to estab-
lish and carry out a schedule to consolidate Fed-
eral, State, and local agency and Indian tribe 
environmental assessments, project reviews, and 
permit issuance for a project under this section 
shall be paid by the non-Federal interest. 

(d) Report on timesavings methods 

Not later than 3 years after November 8, 2007, 
the Secretary shall prepare and transmit to 
Congress a report estimating the time required 
for the issuance of all Federal, State, local, and 
tribal permits for the construction of non-Fed-
eral projects for water supply, wastewater infra-
structure, flood damage reduction, storm dam-
age reduction, ecosystem restoration, and navi-
gation. 

(Pub. L. 110–114, title II, § 2044, Nov. 8, 2007, 121 
Stat. 1102.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Water Resources 
Development Act of 2007, and not as part of the Water 
Resources Development Act of 1986 which comprises 
this chapter.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RESERVOIR PERMIT REVIEW 

Pub. L. 115–270, title I, § 1119, Oct. 23, 2018, 132 Stat. 
3777, as amended by Pub. L. 116–260, div. AA, title III, 
§ 343, Dec. 27, 2020, 134 Stat. 2715, provided that: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—During the 10-year period after the 
date of enactment of this section [Oct. 23, 2018], the 
Secretary [of the Army] shall expedite review of appli-
cations for covered permits, if the permit applicant is 
a local governmental entity with jurisdiction over an 
area for which—

‘‘(1) any portion of the water resources available to 
the area served by the local governmental entity is 
polluted by chemicals used at a formerly used defense 
site under the jurisdiction of the Department of De-
fense that is undergoing (or is scheduled to undergo) 
environmental restoration under chapter 160 of title 
10, United States Code; and 

‘‘(2) mitigation of the pollution described in para-
graph (1) is ongoing. 
‘‘(b) COVERED PERMIT DEFINED.—In this section, the 

term ‘covered permit’ means a permit to be issued by 
the Secretary to modify a reservoir, with respect to 
which not less than 80 percent of the water rights are 
held for drinking water supplies, in order to accommo-
date projected water supply needs of an area with a 
population of less than 80,000. 

‘‘(c) LIMITATIONS.—Nothing in this section affects any 
obligation to comply with the provisions of any Federal 
law, including—

‘‘(1) the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 
(42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.); and 

‘‘(2) the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 
U.S.C. 1251 et seq.).’’

‘‘SECRETARY’’ DEFINED 

Secretary means the Secretary of the Army, see sec-
tion 2 of Pub. L. 110–114, set out as a note under section 
2201 of this title. 

§ 2347a. Determination of project completion 

(a) In general 

The Secretary shall notify the applicable non-
Federal interest when construction of a water 
resources project or a functional portion of the 
project is completed so the non-Federal interest 
may commence responsibilities, as applicable, 
for operating and maintaining the project. 

(b) Non-Federal interest appeal of determination 

(1) In general 

Not later than 7 days after receiving a noti-
fication under subsection (a), the non-Federal 
interest may appeal the completion deter-
mination of the Secretary in writing with a 
detailed explanation of the basis for ques-
tioning the completeness of the project or 
functional portion of the project. 

(2) Independent review 

(A) In general 

On notification that a non-Federal inter-
est has submitted an appeal under paragraph 
(1), the Secretary shall contract with 1 or 
more independent, non-Federal experts to 
evaluate whether the applicable water re-
sources project or functional portion of the 
project is complete. 

(B) Timeline 

An independent review carried out under 
subparagraph (A) shall be completed not 
later than 180 days after the date on which 
the Secretary receives an appeal from a non-
Federal interest under paragraph (1). 

(Pub. L. 113–121, title I, § 1010, June 10, 2014, 128 
Stat. 1217.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Water Resources 
Reform and Development Act of 2014, and not as part of 
the Water Resources Development Act of 1986 which 
comprises this chapter.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

‘‘SECRETARY’’ DEFINED 

Secretary means the Secretary of the Army, see sec-
tion 2 of Pub. L. 113–121, set out as a note under section 
2201 of this title. 

§ 2347b. Purpose and need 

(a) Purpose and need statements 

(1) In general 

Not later than 90 days after the date of re-
ceipt of a complete application for a water 
storage project, the District Engineer shall de-
velop and provide to the applicant a purpose 
and need statement that describes—

(A) whether the District Engineer concurs 
with the assessment of the purpose of and 
need for the water storage project proposed 
by the applicant; and 

(B) in any case in which the District Engi-
neer does not concur as described in sub-
paragraph (A), an assessment by the District 
Engineer of the purpose of and need for the 
project. 
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