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Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 3203(d) of this title, as amended by this Act, 
referred to in par. (1), means section 3203(d) of this 
title, as amended by Pub. L. 115–25. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Tsunami Warning, 
Education, and Research Act of 2017, and also as part of 
the Weather Research and Forecasting Innovation Act 
of 2017, and not as part of the Tsunami Warning and 
Education Act which comprises this chapter.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

DEFINITIONS 

For definition of ‘‘State’’ as used in this section, see 
section 8501 of Title 15, Commerce and Trade.

CHAPTER 46—NATIONAL LEVEE SAFETY 
PROGRAM 
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§ 3301. Definitions 

In this chapter, the following definitions 
apply: 

(1) Administrator 

The term ‘‘Administrator’’ means the Ad-
ministrator of the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency. 

(2) Canal structure 

(A) In general 

The term ‘‘canal structure’’ means an em-
bankment, wall, or structure along a canal 
or manmade watercourse that—

(i) constrains water flows; 
(ii) is subject to frequent water loading; 

and 
(iii) is an integral part of a flood risk re-

duction system that protects the leveed 
area from flood waters associated with 
hurricanes, precipitation events, seasonal 
high water, and other weather-related 
events. 

(B) Exclusion 

The term ‘‘canal structure’’ does not in-
clude a barrier across a watercourse. 

(3) Committee 

The term ‘‘committee’’ means the Com-
mittee on Levee Safety established by section 
3302(a) of this title. 

(4) Floodplain management 

The term ‘‘floodplain management’’ means 
the operation of a community program of cor-
rective and preventative measures for reduc-
ing flood damage. 

(5) Indian tribe 

The term ‘‘Indian tribe’’ has the meaning 
given the term in section 5304 of title 25. 

(6) Inspection 

The term ‘‘inspection’’ means an actual in-
spection of a levee—

(A) to establish the global information 
system location of the levee; 

(B) to determine the general condition of 
the levee; and 

(C) to estimate the number of structures 
and population at risk and protected by the 
levee that would be adversely impacted if 
the levee fails or water levels exceed the 
height of the levee. 

(7) Levee 

(A) In general 

The term ‘‘levee’’ means a manmade bar-
rier (such as an embankment, floodwall, or 
other structure)—

(i) the primary purpose of which is to 
provide hurricane, storm, or flood protec-
tion relating to seasonal high water, storm 
surges, precipitation, or other weather 
events; and 

(ii) that is normally subject to water 
loading for only a few days or weeks dur-
ing a calendar year. 

(B) Inclusions 

The term ‘‘levee’’ includes a levee system, 
including—

(i) levees and canal structures that—
(I) constrain water flows; 
(II) are subject to more frequent water 

loading; and 
(III) do not constitute a barrier across 

a watercourse; and

(ii) roadway and railroad embankments, 
but only to the extent that the embank-
ments are integral to the performance of a 
flood damage reduction system. 

(C) Exclusions 

The term ‘‘levee’’ does not include—
(i) a roadway or railroad embankment 

that is not integral to the performance of 
a flood damage reduction system; 

(ii) a canal constructed completely with-
in natural ground without any manmade 
structure (such as an embankment or re-
taining wall to retain water or a case in 
which water is retained only by natural 
ground); 

(iii) a canal regulated by a Federal or 
State agency in a manner that ensures 
that applicable Federal safety criteria are 
met; 

(iv) a levee or canal structure—
(I) that is not a part of a Federal flood 

damage reduction system; 
(II) that is not recognized under the 

National Flood Insurance Program as 
providing protection from the 1-percent-
annual-chance or greater flood; 

(III) that is not greater than 3 feet 
high; 

(IV) the population in the leveed area 
of which is less than 50 individuals; and 

(V) the leveed area of which is less 
than 1,000 acres; or

(v) any shoreline protection or river 
bank protection system (such as revet-
ments or barrier islands). 
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