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SEC. 3. Strategy for Mapping the Arctic and Sub-Arctic 

Shoreline and Nearshore of Alaska. Within 180 days of the 
date of this memorandum, the Administrator of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, in co-
ordination, as appropriate, with the State of Alaska 
and the Alaska Mapping Executive Committee, shall 
develop a proposed strategy to map the shoreline and 
nearshore of Alaska and shall submit it to the Director 
and the Chairman to inform actions of the Ocean Pol-
icy Committee and relevant agencies. 

SEC. 4. Efficient Permitting of Mapping, Exploration, 

and Characterization Activities. The United States Gov-
ernment, in coordination with non-United States Gov-
ernment entities, conducts hundreds of ocean explo-
ration, mapping, and research activities every year 
across the U.S. EEZ. These activities improve our un-
derstanding of our oceans, including by identifying po-
tential new sources of critical minerals, biopharma-
ceuticals, energy, and other resources. These activities 
frequently require multiple environmental reviews, 
consultations, permits, and other authorizations under 
Federal laws and regulations that protect resources 
such as maritime heritage sites and sensitive or pro-
tected marine natural resources. In order to reduce du-
plication and promote efficiency across agencies, with-
in 180 days of the date of this memorandum, the Ocean 
Policy Committee, working through its Ocean Re-
source Management Subcommittee, shall identify op-
portunities and recommend actions to the Director and 
the Chairman to increase the efficiency of the permit-
ting and authorization processes for ocean research, 
mapping, and characterization activities across agen-
cies. 

SEC. 5. General Provisions. (a) Nothing in this memo-
randum shall be construed to impair or otherwise af-
fect: 

(i) the authority granted by law to an executive de-
partment or agency, or the head thereof; or 

(ii) the functions of the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget relating to budgetary, administra-
tive, or legislative proposals. 

(b) This memorandum shall be implemented con-
sistent with applicable law and subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations. 

(c) This memorandum is not intended to, and does 
not, create any right or benefit, substantive or proce-
dural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party 
against the United States, its departments, agencies, or 
entities, its officers, employees, or agents, or any other 
person. 

(d) The Secretary of Commerce is hereby authorized 
and directed to publish this memorandum in the Fed-
eral Register. 

DONALD J. TRUMP. 

§ 3502. Interagency committee on ocean and 
coastal mapping 

(a) In general 

The Administrator of the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration, within 30 days 
after March 30, 2009, shall convene or utilize an 
existing interagency committee on ocean and 
coastal mapping to implement section 3501 of 
this title. 

(b) Membership 

The committee shall be comprised of senior 
representatives from Federal agencies with 
ocean and coastal mapping and surveying re-
sponsibilities. The representatives shall be high-
ranking officials of their respective agencies or 
departments and, whenever possible, the head of 
the portion of the agency or department that is 
most relevant to the purposes of this chapter. 
Membership shall include senior representatives 
from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-

ministration, the Chief of Naval Operations, the 
United States Geological Survey, the Minerals 
Management Service, the National Science 
Foundation, the National Geospatial-Intel-
ligence Agency, the United States Army Corps 
of Engineers, the Coast Guard, the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency, the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration, and other ap-
propriate Federal agencies involved in ocean and 
coastal mapping. 

(c) Co-chairmen 

The Committee shall be co-chaired by the rep-
resentative of the Department of Commerce and 
a representative of the Department of the Inte-
rior. 

(d) Subcommittee 

The co-chairmen shall establish a sub-
committee to carry out the day-to-day work of 
the Committee, comprised of senior representa-
tives of any member agency of the committee. 
Working groups may be formed by the full Com-
mittee to address issues of short duration. The 
subcommittee shall be chaired by the represent-
ative from the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration. The chairmen of the 
Committee may create such additional sub-
committees and working groups as may be need-
ed to carry out the work of Committee. 

(e) Meetings 

The committee shall meet on a quarterly 
basis, but each subcommittee and each working 
group shall meet on an as-needed basis. 

(f) Coordination 

The committee shall coordinate activities 
when appropriate, with—

(1) other Federal efforts, including the Dig-
ital Coast, Geospatial One-Stop, and the Fed-
eral Geographic Data Committee; 

(2) international mapping activities; 
(3) coastal states; 
(4) user groups through workshops and other 

appropriate mechanisms; and 
(5) representatives of nongovernmental enti-

ties. 

(g) Advisory panel 

The Administrator may convene an ocean and 
coastal mapping advisory panel consisting of 
representatives from non-governmental entities 
to provide input regarding activities of the com-
mittee in consultation with the interagency 
committee. 

(Pub. L. 111–11, title XII, § 12203, Mar. 30, 2009, 123 
Stat. 1423.)

Executive Documents 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

The Minerals Management Service was abolished and 
functions divided among the Office of Natural Re-
sources Revenue, the Bureau of Ocean Energy Manage-
ment, and the Bureau of Safety and Environmental En-
forcement. See Secretary of the Interior Orders No. 3299 
of May 19, 2010, and No. 3302 of June 18, 2010, and chap-
ters II, V, and XII of title 30, Code of Federal Regula-
tions, as revised by final rules of the Department of the 
Interior at 75 F.R. 61051 and 76 F.R. 64432. 

§ 3503. Biennial reports 

No later than 18 months after March 30, 2009, 
and biennially thereafter, the co-chairmen of 
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the Committee shall transmit to the Commit-
tees on Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
and Energy and Natural Resources of the Senate 
and the Committee on Natural Resources of the 
House of Representatives a report detailing 
progress made in implementing this chapter, in-
cluding—

(1) an inventory of ocean and coastal map-
ping data within the territorial sea and the ex-
clusive economic zone and throughout the 
Continental Shelf of the United States, noting 
the age and source of the survey and the spa-
tial resolution (metadata) of the data; 

(2) identification of priority areas in need of 
survey coverage using present technologies; 

(3) a resource plan that identifies when pri-
ority areas in need of modern ocean and coast-
al mapping surveys can be accomplished; 

(4) the status of efforts to produce integrated 
digital maps of ocean and coastal areas; 

(5) a description of any products resulting 
from coordinated mapping efforts under this 
chapter that improve public understanding of 
the coasts and oceans, or regulatory decision-
making; 

(6) documentation of minimum and desired 
standards for data acquisition and integrated 
metadata; 

(7) a statement of the status of Federal ef-
forts to leverage mapping technologies, co-
ordinate mapping activities, share expertise, 
and exchange data; 

(8) a statement of resource requirements for 
organizations to meet the goals of the pro-
gram, including technology needs for data ac-
quisition, processing, and distribution sys-
tems; 

(9) a statement of the status of efforts to de-
classify data gathered by the Navy, the Na-
tional Geospatial-Intelligence Agency, and 
other agencies to the extent possible without 
jeopardizing national security, and make it 
available to partner agencies and the public; 

(10) a resource plan for a digital coast inte-
grated mapping pilot project for the northern 
Gulf of Mexico that will—

(A) cover the area from the authorized 
coastal counties through the territorial sea; 

(B) identify how such a pilot project will 
leverage public and private mapping data 
and resources, such as the United States Ge-
ological Survey National Map, to result in 
an operational coastal change assessment 
program for the subregion;

(11) the status of efforts to coordinate Fed-
eral programs with coastal state and local 
government programs and leverage those pro-
grams; 

(12) a description of efforts of Federal agen-
cies to increase contracting with nongovern-
mental entities; and 

(13) an inventory and description of any new 
Federal or federally funded programs con-
ducting shoreline delineation and ocean or 
coastal mapping since the previous reporting 
cycle. 

(Pub. L. 111–11, title XII, § 12204, Mar. 30, 2009, 123 
Stat. 1423.) 

§ 3504. Plan 

(a) In general 

Not later than 6 months after March 30, 2009, 
the Administrator, in consultation with the 
Committee, shall develop and submit to the 
Congress a plan for an integrated ocean and 
coastal mapping initiative within the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 

(b) Plan requirements 

The plan shall—
(1) identify and describe all ocean and coast-

al mapping programs within the agency, in-
cluding those that conduct mapping or related 
activities in the course of existing missions, 
such as hydrographic surveys, ocean explo-
ration projects, living marine resource con-
servation and management programs, coastal 
zone management projects, and ocean and 
coastal observations and science projects; 

(2) establish priority mapping programs and 
establish and periodically update priorities for 
geographic areas in surveying and mapping 
across all missions of the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration, as well as 
minimum data acquisition and metadata 
standards for those programs; 

(3) encourage the development of innovative 
ocean and coastal mapping technologies and 
applications, through research and develop-
ment through cooperative or other agreements 
with joint or cooperative research institutes 
or centers and with other non-governmental 
entities; 

(4) document available and developing tech-
nologies, best practices in data processing and 
distribution, and leveraging opportunities 
with other Federal agencies, coastal states, 
and non-governmental entities; 

(5) identify training, technology, and other 
resource requirements for enabling the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion’s programs, vessels, and aircraft to sup-
port a coordinated ocean and coastal mapping 
program; 

(6) identify a centralized mechanism or of-
fice for coordinating data collection, proc-
essing, archiving, and dissemination activities 
of all such mapping programs within the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion that meets Federal mandates for data ac-
curacy and accessibility and designate a repos-
itory that is responsible for archiving and 
managing the distribution of all ocean and 
coastal mapping data to simplify the provision 
of services to benefit Federal and coastal state 
programs; and 

(7) set forth a timetable for implementation 
and completion of the plan, including a sched-
ule for submission to the Congress of periodic 
progress reports and recommendations for in-
tegrating approaches developed under the ini-
tiative into the interagency program. 

(c) NOAA joint ocean and coastal mapping cen-
ters 

The Administrator may maintain and operate 
up to 3 joint ocean and coastal mapping centers, 
including a joint hydrographic center, which 
shall each be co-located with an institution of 
higher education. The centers shall serve as hy-
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