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changes in ocean chemistry caused by chem-
ical inputs from the atmosphere, including 
carbon dioxide. 

(2) Secretary 

The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary 
of Commerce, acting through the Adminis-
trator of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration. 

(3) Subcommittee 

The term ‘‘Subcommittee’’ means the Joint 
Subcommittee on Ocean Science and Tech-
nology of the National Science and Tech-
nology Council. 

(Pub. L. 111–11, title XII, § 12403, Mar. 30, 2009, 123 
Stat. 1437.) 

§ 3703. Interagency Subcommittee 

(a) Designation 

(1) In general 

The Joint Subcommittee on Ocean Science 
and Technology of the National Science and 
Technology Council shall coordinate Federal 
activities on ocean acidification and establish 
an interagency working group. 

(2) Membership 

The interagency working group on ocean 
acidification shall be comprised of senior rep-
resentatives from the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, the National 
Science Foundation, the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration, the United States 
Geological Survey, the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service, and such other Federal agen-
cies as appropriate. 

(3) Chairman 

The interagency working group shall be 
chaired by the representative from the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion. 

(b) Duties 

The Subcommittee shall—
(1) develop the strategic research and moni-

toring plan to guide Federal research on ocean 
acidification required under section 3704 of 
this title and oversee the implementation of 
the plan; 

(2) oversee the development of—
(A) an assessment of the potential impacts 

of ocean acidification on marine organisms 
and marine ecosystems; and 

(B) adaptation and mitigation strategies 
to conserve marine organisms and eco-
systems exposed to ocean acidification;

(3) facilitate communication and outreach 
opportunities with nongovernmental organiza-
tions and members of the stakeholder commu-
nity with interests in marine resources; 

(4) coordinate the United States Federal re-
search and monitoring program with research 
and monitoring programs and scientists from 
other nations; and 

(5) establish or designate an Ocean Acidifica-
tion Information Exchange to make informa-
tion on ocean acidification developed through 
or utilized by the interagency ocean acidifica-
tion program accessible through electronic 

means, including information which would be 
useful to policymakers, researchers, and other 
stakeholders in mitigating or adapting to the 
impacts of ocean acidification. 

(c) Reports to Congress 

(1) Initial report 

Not later than 1 year after March 30, 2009, 
the Subcommittee shall transmit a report to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Science and Technology and the 
Committee on Natural Resources of the House 
of Representatives that—

(A) includes a summary of federally funded 
ocean acidification research and monitoring 
activities, including the budget for each of 
these activities; and 

(B) describes the progress in developing 
the plan required under section 3704 of this 
title. 

(2) Biennial report 

Not later than 2 years after the delivery of 
the initial report under paragraph (1) and 
every 2 years thereafter, the Subcommittee 
shall transmit a report to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the 
Senate and the Committee on Science and 
Technology and the Committee on Natural Re-
sources of the House of Representatives that 
includes—

(A) a summary of federally funded ocean 
acidification research and monitoring ac-
tivities, including the budget for each of 
these activities; and 

(B) an analysis of the progress made to-
ward achieving the goals and priorities for 
the interagency research plan developed by 
the Subcommittee under section 3704 of this 
title. 

(3) Strategic research plan 

Not later than 2 years after March 30, 2009, 
the Subcommittee shall transmit the strategic 
research plan developed under section 3704 of 
this title to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation of the Senate and 
the Committee on Science and Technology and 
the Committee on Natural Resources of the 
House of Representatives. A revised plan shall 
be submitted at least once every 5 years there-
after. 

(4) Economic vulnerability report 

(A) In general 

Not later than 2 years after December 31, 
2020, and every 6 years thereafter, the Sub-
committee shall transmit to the appropriate 
committees of Congress a report that—

(i) is named the ‘‘Ocean Chemistry 
Coastal Community Vulnerability Assess-
ment’’; 

(ii) identifies gaps in ocean acidification 
monitoring by public, academic, and pri-
vate assets in the network of regional 
coastal observing systems; 

(iii) identifies geographic areas which 
have gaps in ocean acidification research; 

(iv) identifies United States coastal com-
munities, including island communities, 
fishing communities, low-population rural 
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communities, tribal and subsistence com-
munities, and island communities, that 
may be impacted by ocean acidification; 

(v) identifies impacts of changing ocean 
carbonate chemistry on the communities 
described in clause (iv), including impacts 
from changes in ocean and coastal marine 
resources that are not managed by the 
Federal Government; 

(vi) identifies gaps in understanding of 
the impacts of ocean acidification on eco-
nomically or commercially important spe-
cies, particularly those which support 
United States commercial, recreational, 
and tribal fisheries and aquaculture; 

(vii) identifies habitats that may be par-
ticularly vulnerable to corrosive sea 
water, including areas experiencing mul-
tiple stressors such as hypoxia, sedimenta-
tion, and harmful algal blooms; 

(viii) identifies areas in which existing 
National Integrated Coastal and Ocean Ob-
servation System assets, including un-
manned maritime systems, may be lever-
aged as platforms for the deployment of 
new sensors or other applicable observing 
technologies; 

(ix) is written in collaboration with Fed-
eral agencies responsible for carrying out 
this chapter, including representatives 
of—

(I) the National Marine Fisheries Serv-
ice and the Office for Coastal Manage-
ment of the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration; 

(II) regional coastal observing systems 
established under section 3603(c)(4) of 
this title; 

(III) regional ocean acidification net-
works; and 

(IV) sea grant programs (as defined in 
section 1122 of this title); and

(x) is written in consultation with ex-
perts, including subsistence users, aca-
demia, and stakeholders familiar with the 
economic, social, ecological, geographic, 
and resource concerns of coastal commu-
nities in the United States. 

(B) Form of report 

(i) Initial report 

The initial report required under sub-
paragraph (A) shall include the informa-
tion described in clauses (i) through (viii) 
of that subparagraph on a national level. 

(ii) Subsequent reports 

Each report required under subparagraph 
(A) after the initial report—

(I) may describe the information de-
scribed in clauses (i) through (viii) of 
that subparagraph on a national level; or 

(II) may consist of separate reports for 
each region of the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration. 

(iii) Regional reports 

If the Subcommittee opts to prepare a 
report required under subparagraph (A) as 
separate regional reports under clause 
(ii)(II), the Subcommittee shall submit a 

report for each region of the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration not 
less frequently than once during each 6-
year reporting period. 

(C) Appropriate committees of Congress de-
fined 

In this paragraph and in paragraph (5), the 
term ‘‘appropriate committees of Congress’’ 
means the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation of the Senate, 
the Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology of the House of Representatives, and 
the Committee on Natural Resources of the 
House of Representatives. 

(5) Monitoring prioritization plan 

Not later than 180 days after the date of the 
submission of the initial report under para-
graph (4)(A), the Subcommittee shall transmit 
to the appropriate committees of Congress a 
report that develops a plan to deploy new sen-
sors or other applicable observing technologies 
such as unmanned maritime systems—

(A) based on such initial report; 
(B) prioritized by—

(i) the threat to coastal economies and 
ecosystems; 

(ii) gaps in data; and 
(iii) research needs; and

(C) that leverage existing platforms, where 
possible. 

(Pub. L. 111–11, title XII, § 12404, Mar. 30, 2009, 123 
Stat. 1437; Pub. L. 116–271, title I, § 109, Dec. 31, 
2020, 134 Stat. 3341.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2020—Subsec. (c)(4). Pub. L. 116–271 added par. (4).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Science and Technology of House of 
Representatives changed to Committee on Science, 
Space, and Technology of House of Representatives by 
House Resolution No. 5, One Hundred Twelfth Congress, 
Jan. 5, 2011. 

§ 3704. Strategic research plan 

(a) In general 

Not later than 2 years after March 30, 2009, the 
Subcommittee shall develop a strategic plan for 
Federal research and monitoring on ocean acidi-
fication that will provide for an assessment of 
the impacts of ocean acidification on marine or-
ganisms and marine ecosystems and the devel-
opment of adaptation and mitigation strategies 
to conserve marine organisms and marine eco-
systems. In developing the plan, the Sub-
committee shall consider and use information, 
reports, and studies of ocean acidification that 
have identified research and monitoring needed 
to better understand ocean acidification and its 
potential impacts, and recommendations made 
by the National Academy of Sciences in the re-
view of the plan required under subsection (d). 

(b) Contents of the plan 

The plan shall—
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