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18, 2020, 134 Stat. 1074, which is classified principally to
this subchapter. For complete classification of title I
to the Code, see Tables.

§4236. Authorization of appropriations

Of the amounts authorized under section
4218(a) of this title, the Secretary of Commerce
shall use up to $1,000,000 to carry out this part.

(Pub. L. 116-224, title I, §126, Dec. 18, 2020, 134
Stat. 1083.)

§4237. Termination of authority

The prize program will terminate after 5 prize
competition cycles have been completed.

(Pub. L. 116-224, title I, §127, Dec. 18, 2020, 134
Stat. 1083.)

PART C—PILOT PROJECTS

§4251. Incentive for fishermen to collect and dis-
pose of plastic found at sea

(a) In general

The Under Secretary shall establish a pilot
program to assess the feasibility and advis-
ability of providing incentives, such as grants,
to fishermen based in the United States who in-
cidentally capture marine debris while at sea—
(1) to track or keep the debris on board; and
(2) to dispose of the debris properly on land.

(b) Support for collection and removal of derelict
gear

The Under Secretary shall encourage United
States efforts, such as the Fishing for Energy
net disposal program, that support—

(1) collection and removal of derelict fishing
gear and other fishing waste;

(2) disposal or recycling of such gear and
waste; and

(3) prevention of the loss of such gear.

(Pub. L. 116-224, title I, §137, Dec. 18, 2020, 134
Stat. 1086.)

SUBCHAPTER II—ENHANCED GLOBAL EN-
GAGEMENT TO COMBAT MARINE DEBRIS

§4261. Statement of policy on international co-
operation to combat marine debris

It is the policy of the United States to part-
ner, consult, and coordinate with foreign gov-
ernments (at the national and subnational lev-
els), civil society, international organizations,
international financial institutions, subnational
coastal communities, commercial and rec-
reational fishing industry leaders, and the pri-
vate sector, in a concerted effort—

(1) to increase knowledge and raise aware-
ness about—

(A) the linkages between the sources of
plastic waste, mismanaged waste and post-
consumer materials, and marine debris; and

(B) the upstream and downstream causes
and effects of plastic waste, mismanaged
waste and post-consumer materials, and ma-
rine debris on marine environments, marine
wildlife, human health, and economic devel-
opment;

(2) to support—
(A) strengthening systems for reducing the
generation of plastic waste and recovering,
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managing, reusing, and recycling plastic
waste, marine debris, and microfiber pollu-
tion in the world’s oceans, emphasizing up-
stream post-consumer materials manage-
ment solutions—
(i) to decrease plastic waste at its
source; and
(ii) to prevent leakage of plastic waste
into the environment;

(B) advancing the utilization and avail-
ability of safe and affordable reusable alter-
natives to disposable plastic products in
commerce, to the extent practicable, and
with consideration for the potential impacts
of such alternatives, and other efforts to pre-
vent marine debris;

(C) deployment of and access to advanced
technologies to capture value from post-con-
sumer materials and municipal solid waste
streams through mechanical and other recy-
cling systems;

(D) access to information on best practices
in post-consumer materials management,
options for post-consumer materials man-
agement systems financing, and options for
participating in public-private partnerships;
and

(E) implementation of management meas-
ures to reduce derelict fishing gear, the loss
of fishing gear, and other sources of pollu-
tion generated from marine activities and to
increase proper disposal and recycling of
fishing gear; and

(3) to work cooperatively with international
partners—
(A) on establishing—

(i) measurable targets for reducing ma-
rine debris, lost fishing gear, and plastic
waste from all sources; and

(ii) action plans to achieve those targets
with a mechanism to provide regular re-

porting;

(B) to promote consumer education,
awareness, and outreach to prevent marine
debris;

(C) to reduce marine debris by improving
advance planning for marine debris events
and responses to such events; and

(D) to share best practices in post-con-
sumer materials management systems to
prevent the entry of plastic waste into the
environment.

(Pub. L. 116-224, title II, §201, Dec. 18, 2020, 134
Stat. 1086.)

§4262. Prioritization of efforts and assistance to
combat marine debris and improve plastic
waste management

(a) In general

The Secretary of State shall, in coordination
with the Administrator of the United States
Agency for International Development, as ap-
propriate, and the officials specified in sub-
section (b)—

(1) lead and coordinate efforts to implement
the policy described in section 4261 of this
title; and

(2) develop strategies and implement pro-
grams that prioritize engagement and co-
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