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indicating that the employee or prospective em-
ployee has been notified of the employer’s obli-
gation to require a record check as a condition 
of employment and the employee’s right to ob-
tain a copy of the criminal history report made 
available to the employing Federal agency and 
the right to challenge the accuracy and com-
pleteness of any information contained in the 
report. 

(e) Encouragement of voluntary criminal history 
checks for others who may have contact with 
children 

Federal agencies and facilities are encouraged 
to submit identifying information for criminal 
history checks on volunteers working in any of 
the positions listed in subsection (a) and on 
adult household members in places where child 
care or foster care services are being provided in 
a home. 

(Pub. L. 101–647, title II, § 231, Nov. 29, 1990, 104 
Stat. 4808; Pub. L. 102–190, div. A, title X, 
§ 1094(a), Dec. 5, 1991, 105 Stat. 1488.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 13041 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

1991—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 102–190, § 1094(a)(1), sub-

stituted ‘‘May 29, 1991. Except as provided in subsection 

(b)(3), no additional staff’’ for ‘‘6 months after Novem-

ber 29, 1990, and no additional staff’’. 
Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 102–190, § 1094(a)(2), added par. 

(3).
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20502. Minimum standards for issuance and dissemi-

nation of alerts through AMBER Alert com-

munications network. 
20503. Grant program for notification and commu-

nications systems along highways and 

major transportation routes for recovery of 

abducted children. 
20504. Grant program for support of AMBER Alert 

communications plans. 
20505. Limitation on liability. 

§ 20501. National coordination of AMBER Alert 
communications network 

(a) Coordination within Department of Justice 

The Attorney General shall assign an officer 
of the Department of Justice to act as the na-
tional coordinator of the AMBER Alert commu-
nications network regarding abducted children. 
The officer so designated shall be known as the 
AMBER Alert Coordinator of the Department of 
Justice. 

(b) Duties 

In acting as the national coordinator of the 
AMBER Alert communications network, the Co-
ordinator shall—

(1) seek to eliminate gaps in the network, in-
cluding gaps in areas of interstate travel (in-
cluding airports, maritime ports, border cross-
ing areas and checkpoints, and ports of exit 
from the United States); 

(2) work with States, territories of the 
United States, and tribal governments to en-
courage the development of additional ele-
ments (known as local AMBER plans) in the 
network; 

(3) work with States, territories of the 
United States, and tribal governments to en-
sure appropriate regional coordination of var-
ious elements of the network; and 

(4) act as the nationwide point of contact 
for—

(A) the development of the network; and 
(B) regional coordination of alerts on ab-

ducted children through the network. 

(c) Consultation with Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation 

In carrying out duties under subsection (b), 
the Coordinator shall notify and consult with 
the Director of the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion concerning each child abduction for which 
an alert is issued through the AMBER Alert 
communications network. 

(d) Cooperation 

The Coordinator shall cooperate with the Sec-
retary of Transportation, the Secretary of 
Homeland Security, and the Federal Commu-
nications Commission in carrying out activities 
under this section. 

(e) Report 

Not later than March 1, 2005, the Coordinator 
shall submit to Congress a report on the activi-
ties of the Coordinator and the effectiveness and 
status of the AMBER plans of each State that 
has implemented such a plan. The Coordinator 
shall prepare the report in consultation with the 
Secretary of Transportation. 

(Pub. L. 108–21, title III, § 301, Apr. 30, 2003, 117 
Stat. 660; Pub. L. 116–283, div. H, title C, 
§ 10001(a)(1), Jan. 1, 2021, 134 Stat. 4860.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 5791 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

2021—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 116–283, § 10001(a)(1)(A)(i), 

inserted ‘‘(including airports, maritime ports, border 

crossing areas and checkpoints, and ports of exit from 

the United States)’’ after ‘‘gaps in areas of interstate 

travel’’. 

Subsec. (b)(2), (3). Pub. L. 116–283, § 10001(a)(1)(A)(ii), 

inserted ‘‘, territories of the United States, and tribal 

governments’’ after ‘‘States’’. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 116–283, § 10001(a)(1)(B), inserted 

‘‘, the Secretary of Homeland Security,’’ after ‘‘Sec-

retary of Transportation’’. 

§ 20502. Minimum standards for issuance and dis-
semination of alerts through AMBER Alert 
communications network 

(a) Establishment of minimum standards 

Subject to subsection (b), the AMBER Alert 
Coordinator of the Department of Justice shall 
establish minimum standards for—

(1) the issuance of alerts through the 
AMBER Alert communications network; and 
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