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(i) a law enforcement officer is killed or 
seriously injured in the line of duty; 

(ii) a law enforcement officer is missing 
in connection with the officer’s official du-
ties; and 

(iii) an imminent and credible threat to 
kill or seriously injure a law enforcement 
officer is received; and

(B) which of the procedures and practices 
are effective and that do not require the ex-
penditure of additional resources to imple-
ment. 

(c) Limitations 

(1) Voluntary participation 

The guidelines established under subsection 
(b)(2), protocols developed under subsection 
(b)(3), and other programs established under 
subsection (b), shall not be mandatory. 

(2) Dissemination of information 

The guidelines established under subsection 
(b)(2) shall, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable (as determined by the Coordinator in 
consultation with law enforcement agencies of 
States and units of local government), provide 
that appropriate information relating to a 
Blue Alert is disseminated to the appropriate 
officials of law enforcement agencies, public 
health agencies, and other agencies. 

(3) Privacy and civil liberties protections 

The guidelines established under subsection 
(b) shall—

(A) provide mechanisms that ensure that 
Blue Alerts comply with all applicable Fed-
eral, State, and local privacy laws and regu-
lations; and 

(B) include standards that specifically pro-
vide for the protection of the civil liberties, 
including the privacy, of law enforcement of-
ficers who are seriously injured or killed in 
the line of duty, is missing in connection 
with the officer’s official duties, or who are 
threatened with death or serious injury, and 
the families of the officers. 

(d) Cooperation with other agencies 

The Coordinator shall cooperate with the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, the Secretary of 
Transportation, the Chairman of the Federal 
Communications Commission, and appropriate 
offices of the Department of Justice in carrying 
out activities under this chapter. 

(e) Restrictions on Coordinator 

The Coordinator may not—
(1) perform any official travel for the sole 

purpose of carrying out the duties of the Coor-
dinator; 

(2) lobby any officer of a State regarding the 
funding or implementation of a Blue Alert 
plan; or 

(3) host a conference focused solely on the 
Blue Alert program that requires the expendi-
ture of Federal funds. 

(f) Reports 

Not later than 1 year after May 19, 2015, and 
annually thereafter, the Coordinator shall sub-
mit to Congress a report on the activities of the 
Coordinator and the effectiveness and status of 

the Blue Alert plans that are in effect or being 
developed. 

(Pub. L. 114–12, § 4, May 19, 2015, 129 Stat. 193.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 14165b of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section.

CHAPTER 507—LAW ENFORCEMENT SUICIDE 
DATA COLLECTION 

Sec. 

50701. Information on suicide in law enforcement. 

§ 50701. Information on suicide in law enforce-
ment 

(a) Establishment 

Not later than 1 year after June 16, 2020, the 
Attorney General, acting through the Director 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, shall es-
tablish, for the purpose of preventing future law 
enforcement suicides and promoting under-
standing of suicide in law enforcement, the Law 
Enforcement Officers Suicide Data Collection 
Program, under which law enforcement agencies 
may submit to the Director information on sui-
cides and attempted suicides within such law en-
forcement agencies, including information on—

(1) the circumstances and events that oc-
curred before each suicide or attempted sui-
cide; 

(2) the general location of each suicide or at-
tempted suicide; 

(3) the demographic information of each law 
enforcement officer who commits or attempts 
suicide; 

(4) the occupational category, including 
criminal investigator, corrections officer, line 
of duty officer, 911 dispatch operator, of each 
law enforcement officer who commits or at-
tempts suicide; and 

(5) the method used in each suicide or at-
tempted suicide. 

(b) Policies 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation shall 
work with the Confidentiality and Data Access 
Committee of the Federal Committee on Statis-
tical Methodology to develop publication poli-
cies to manage the risk of identity disclosure 
based upon the best practices identified by other 
Federal statistical programs. 

(c) Report 

Not later than 2 years after June 16, 2020, and 
annually thereafter, the Attorney General, act-
ing through the Director of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, shall submit to Congress and 
publish on the website of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation a report containing the informa-
tion submitted to the Director pursuant to sub-
section (a). 

(d) Confidentiality 

The report described under subsection (c) may 
not include any personally identifiable informa-
tion of a law enforcement officer who commits 
or attempts suicide. 

(e) Definitions 

In this section—
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