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(1) the term ‘‘law enforcement agency’’ 
means a Federal, State, Tribal, or local agen-
cy engaged in the prevention, detection, or in-
vestigation, prosecution, or adjudication of 
any violation of the criminal laws of the 
United States, a State, Tribal, or a political 
subdivision of a State; 

(2) the term ‘‘law enforcement officer’’ 
means any current or former officer (including 
a correctional officer), agent, or employee of 
the United States, a State, Indian Tribe, or a 
political subdivision of a State authorized by 
law to engage in or supervise the prevention, 
detection, investigation, or prosecution of any 
violation of the criminal laws of the United 
States, a State, Indian Tribe, or a political 
subdivision of a State; and 

(3) the term ‘‘State’’ means each of the sev-
eral States, the District of Columbia, and any 
commonwealth, territory, or possession of the 
United States. 

(Pub. L. 116–143, § 2, June 16, 2020, 134 Stat. 644.)

CHAPTER 509—CONFIDENTIALITY OPPORTU-
NITIES FOR PEER SUPPORT COUNSELING 

Sec. 

50901. Confidentiality of peer support communica-

tions. 

50902. Best practices and support. 

§ 50901. Confidentiality of peer support commu-
nications 

(a) Definitions 

In this section: 

(1) Law enforcement agency 

The term ‘‘law enforcement agency’’ means 
a Federal agency that employs a law enforce-
ment officer. 

(2) Law enforcement officer 

The term ‘‘law enforcement officer’’ has the 
meaning given the term ‘‘Federal law enforce-
ment officer’’ in section 115 of title 18. 

(3) Peer support communication 

The term ‘‘peer support communication’’ in-
cludes—

(A) an oral or written communication 
made in the course of a peer support coun-
seling session; 

(B) a note or report arising out of a peer 
support counseling session; 

(C) a record of a peer support counseling 
session; or 

(D) with respect to a communication made 
by a peer support participant in the course 
of a peer support counseling session, another 
communication, regarding the first commu-
nication, that is made between a peer sup-
port specialist and—

(i) another peer support specialist; 
(ii) a staff member of a peer support 

counseling program; or 
(iii) a supervisor of the peer support spe-

cialist. 

(4) Peer support counseling program 

The term ‘‘peer support counseling pro-
gram’’ means a program provided by a law en-
forcement agency that provides counseling 

services from a peer support specialist to a law 
enforcement officer of the agency. 

(5) Peer support counseling session 

The term ‘‘peer support counseling session’’ 
means any counseling formally provided 
through a peer support counseling program be-
tween a peer support specialist and 1 or more 
law enforcement officers. 

(6) Peer support participant 

The term ‘‘peer support participant’’ means 
a law enforcement officer who receives coun-
seling services from a peer support specialist. 

(7) Peer support specialist 

The term ‘‘peer support specialist’’ means a 
law enforcement officer who—

(A) has received training in—
(i) peer support counseling; and 
(ii) providing emotional and moral sup-

port to law enforcement officers who have 
been involved in or exposed to an emotion-
ally traumatic experience in the course of 
employment; and

(B) is designated by a law enforcement 
agency to provide the services described in 
subparagraph (A). 

(b) Prohibition 

Except as provided in subsection (c), a peer 
support specialist or a peer support participant 
may not disclose the contents of a peer support 
communication to an individual who was not a 
party to the peer support communication. 

(c) Exceptions 

Subsection (b) shall not apply to a peer sup-
port communication if—

(1) the peer support communication con-
tains—

(A) an explicit threat of suicide by an indi-
vidual in which the individual—

(i) shares—
(I) an intent to die by suicide; and 
(II) a plan for a suicide attempt or the 

means by which the individual plans to 
carry out a suicide attempt; and

(ii) does not solely share that the indi-
vidual is experiencing suicidal thoughts;

(B) an explicit threat by an individual of 
imminent and serious physical bodily harm 
or death to another individual; 

(C) information—
(i) relating to the abuse or neglect of—

(I) a child; or 
(II) an older or vulnerable individual; 

or

(ii) that is required by law to be re-
ported; or

(D) an admission of criminal conduct;

(2) the disclosure is permitted by each peer 
support participant who was a party to, as ap-
plicable—

(A) the peer support communication; 
(B) the peer support counseling session out 

of which the peer support communication 
arose; 

(C) the peer support counseling session of 
which the peer support communication is a 
record; or 
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(D) the communication made in the course 
of a peer support counseling session that the 
peer support communication is regarding;

(3) a court of competent jurisdiction issues 
an order or subpoena requiring the disclosure 
of the peer support communication; or 

(4) the peer support communication contains 
information that is required by law to be dis-
closed. 

(d) Rule of construction 

Nothing in subsection (b) shall be construed to 
prohibit the disclosure of—

(1) an observation made by a law enforce-
ment officer of a peer support participant out-
side of a peer support counseling session; or 

(2) knowledge of a law enforcement officer 
about a peer support participant not gained 
from a peer support communication. 

(e) Disclosure of rights 

Before the initial peer support counseling ses-
sion of a peer support participant, a peer support 
specialist shall inform the peer support partici-
pant in writing of the confidentiality require-
ment under subsection (b) and the exceptions to 
the requirement under subsection (c). 

(Pub. L. 117–60, § 2, Nov. 18, 2021, 135 Stat. 1470.) 

§ 50902. Best practices and support 

(a) Definitions 

In this section: 

(1) First responder 

The term ‘‘first responder’’ has the meaning 
given the term ‘‘public safety officer’’ in sec-
tion 10284 of this title. 

(2) First responder agency 

The term ‘‘first responder agency’’ means a 
Federal, State, local, or Tribal agency that 
employs or otherwise engages the services of a 
first responder. 

(3) Peer support counseling program 

The term ‘‘peer support counseling pro-
gram’’ means a program provided by a first re-
sponder agency that provides counseling serv-
ices from a peer support specialist to a first 
responder of the first responder agency. 

(4) Peer support participant 

The term ‘‘peer support participant’’ means 
a first responder who receives counseling serv-
ices from a peer support specialist. 

(5) Peer support specialist 

The term ‘‘peer support specialist’’ means a 
first responder who—

(A) has received training in—
(i) peer support counseling; and 
(ii) providing emotional and moral sup-

port to first responders who have been in-
volved in or exposed to an emotionally 
traumatic experience in the course of the 
duties of those first responders; and

(B) is designated by a first responder agen-
cy to provide the services described in sub-
paragraph (A). 

(b) Report on best practices 

Not later than 2 years after November 18, 2021, 
the Attorney General, in coordination with the 

Secretary of Health and Human Services, shall 
develop a report on best practices and profes-
sional standards for peer support counseling pro-
grams for first responder agencies that in-
cludes—

(1) advice on—
(A) establishing and operating peer sup-

port counseling programs; and 
(B) training and certifying peer support 

specialists;

(2) a code of ethics for peer support special-
ists; 

(3) recommendations for continuing edu-
cation for peer support specialists; 

(4) advice on disclosing to first responders 
any confidentiality rights of peer support par-
ticipants; and 

(5) information on—
(A) the different types of peer support 

counseling programs in use by first re-
sponder agencies; 

(B) any differences in peer support coun-
seling programs offered across categories of 
first responders; and 

(C) the important role senior first respond-
ers play in supporting access to mental 
health resources. 

(c) Implementation 

The Attorney General shall support and en-
courage the implementation of peer support 
counseling programs in first responder agencies 
by—

(1) making the report developed under sub-
section (b) publicly available on the website of 
the Department of Justice; and 

(2) providing a list of peer support specialist 
training programs on the website of the De-
partment of Justice. 

(Pub. L. 117–60, § 3, Nov. 18, 2021, 135 Stat. 1472.)

Subtitle VI—Other Crime Control and 
Law Enforcement Matters

Executive Documents 

EX. ORD. NO. 13776. TASK FORCE ON CRIME REDUCTION 

AND PUBLIC SAFETY 

Ex. Ord. No. 13776, Feb. 9, 2017, 82 F.R. 10699, provided: 
By the authority vested in me as President by the 

Constitution and the laws of the United States of 

America, and in order to reduce crime and restore pub-

lic safety to communities across the Nation, it is here-

by ordered as follows: 
SECTION 1. Policy. It shall be the policy of the execu-

tive branch to reduce crime in America. Many commu-

nities across the Nation are suffering from high rates of 

violent crime. A focus on law and order and the safety 

and security of the American people requires a commit-

ment to enforcing the law and developing policies that 

comprehensively address illegal immigration, drug 

trafficking, and violent crime. The Department of Jus-

tice shall take the lead on Federal actions to support 

law enforcement efforts nationwide and to collaborate 

with State, tribal, and local jurisdictions to restore 

public safety to all of our communities. 
SEC. 2. Task Force. (a) In furtherance of the policy de-

scribed in section 1 of this order, I hereby direct the At-

torney General to establish, and to appoint or des-

ignate an individual or individuals to chair, a Task 

Force on Crime Reduction and Public Safety (Task 

Force). The Attorney General shall, to the extent per-

mitted by law, provide administrative support and 

funding for the Task Force. 
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