§7330B

which is set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Government
Organization and Employees.

§7330B. Annual report on Veterans Health Ad-
ministration and furnishing of hospital care,
medical services, and nursing home care

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than March 1
of each of years 2018 through 2022, the Secretary
shall submit to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs of the Senate and the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs of the House of Representatives a
report on, for the calendar year preceding the
calendar year during which the report is sub-
mitted—

(1) the furnishing of hospital care, medical
services, and nursing home care under the
laws administered by the Secretary; and

(2) the administration of the furnishing of
such care and services by the Veterans Health
Administration.

(b) ELEMENTS.—Each report required by sub-
section (a) shall include each of the following for
the year covered by the report:

(1) An evaluation of the effectiveness of the
Veterans Health Administration in increasing
the access of veterans to hospital care, med-
ical services, and nursing home care furnished
by the Secretary for which such veterans are
eligible.

(2) An evaluation of the effectiveness of the
Veterans Health Administration in improving
the quality of health care provided to vet-
erans, without increasing the costs incurred
for such health care by the Federal Govern-
ment or veterans, including relevant informa-
tion for each medical center and Veterans In-
tegrated Service Network of the Department
set forth separately.

(3) An assessment of—

(A) the workload of physicians and other
employees of the Veterans Health Adminis-
tration;

(B) patient demographics and utilization
rates;

(C) physician compensation;

(D) the productivity of physicians and
other employees of the Veterans Health Ad-
ministration;

(E) the percentage of hospital care, med-
ical services, and nursing home care pro-
vided to veterans in facilities of the Depart-
ment and in non-Department facilities and
any changes in such percentages compared
to the year preceding the year covered by
the report;

(F) pharmaceutical prices; and

(G) third-party health billings owed to the
Department, including the total amount of
such billings and the total amount collected
by the Department, set forth separately for
claims greater than $1,000 and for claims
equal to or less than $1,000.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the terms
“hospital care’, ‘‘medical services’”, ‘‘nursing
home care”’, ‘‘facilities of the Department’’, and
“non-Department facilities”” have the meanings
given those terms in section 1701 of this title.

(Added Pub. L. 114-315, title VI, §612(a), Dec. 16,
2016, 130 Stat. 1575.)
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§7330C. Quadrennial Veterans Health Adminis-
tration review

(a) MARKET AREA ASSESSMENTS.—(1) Not less
frequently than every 4 years, the Secretary
shall perform market area assessments regard-
ing the health care services furnished under the
laws administered by the Secretary.

(2) Each market area assessment established
under paragraph (1) shall include the following:

(A) An assessment of the demand for health
care from the Department, disaggregated by
geographic market areas as determined by the
Secretary, including the number of requests
for health care services under the laws admin-
istered by the Secretary.

(B) An inventory of the health care capacity
of the Department across the Department’s
system of facilities.

(C) An assessment of the health care capac-
ity to be provided through contracted commu-
nity care providers and providers who entered
into a provider agreement with the Depart-
ment under section 1703A of this title, includ-
ing the number of providers, the geographic
location of the providers, and categories or
types of health care services provided by the
providers.

(D) An assessment obtained from other Fed-
eral direct delivery systems of their capacity
to provide health care to veterans.

(E) An assessment of the health care capac-
ity of non-contracted providers where there is
insufficient network supply.

(F) An assessment of the health care capac-
ity of academic affiliates and other collabora-
tions of the Department as it relates to pro-
viding health care to veterans.

(G) An assessment of the effects on health
care capacity of the access standards and
standards for quality established under sec-
tions 1703B and 1703C of this title.

(H) The number of appointments for health
care services under the laws administered by
the Secretary, disaggregated by—

(1) appointments at facilities of the De-
partment; and

(ii) appointments with non-Department
health care providers.

(3)(A) The Secretary shall submit to the ap-
propriate committees of Congress the market
area assessments established in paragraph (1).

(B) The Secretary also shall submit to the ap-
propriate committees of Congress the market
area assessments completed by or being per-
formed on the day before the date of the enact-
ment of the Caring for Our Veterans Act of 2018.

(4)(A) The Secretary shall use the market area
assessments established under paragraph (1) to—

(i) determine the capacity of the health care
provider networks established under section

1703(h) of this title;

(ii) inform the Department budget, in ac-
cordance with subparagraph (B); and

(iii) inform and assess the appropriateness of
the access standards established under section
1703B of this title and standards for quality
under section 1703C of this title and to make
recommendations for any changes to such
standards.

(B) The Secretary shall ensure that the De-
partment budget for any fiscal year (as sub-
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