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the agreement of the proposed termination or 
modification not less than 90 days prior to the 
expiration date thereof, or not less than 90 days 
prior to the time it is proposed to make such 
termination or modification. The party serving 
such notice shall notify the Federal Mediation 
and Conciliation Service of the existence of a 
dispute within 45 days after such notice, if no 
agreement has been reached by that time. 

(b) If the parties fail to reach agreement or to 
adopt a procedure providing for a binding resolu-
tion of a dispute by the expiration date of the 
agreement in effect, or the date of the proposed 
termination or modification, the Director of the 
Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service 
shall within 10 days appoint a mediator of na-
tionwide reputation and professional stature, 
and who is also a member of the National Acad-
emy of Arbitrators. The parties shall cooperate 
with the mediator in an effort to reach an agree-
ment and shall meet and negotiate in good faith 
at such times and places that the mediator, in 
consultation with the parties, shall direct. 

(c)(1) If no agreement is reached within 60 days 
after the expiration or termination of the agree-
ment or the date on which the agreement be-
came subject to modification under subsection 
(a) of this section, or if the parties decide upon 
arbitration but do not agree upon the procedures 
therefore, an arbitration board shall be estab-
lished consisting of 3 members, 1 of whom shall 
be selected by the Postal Service, 1 by the bar-
gaining representative of the employees, and the 
third by the 2 thus selected. If either of the par-
ties fails to select a member, or if the members 
chosen by the parties fail to agree on the third 
person within 5 days after their first meeting, 
the selection shall be made from a list of names 
provided by the Director. This list shall consist 
of not less then 9 names of arbitrators of nation-
wide reputation and professional nature, who 
are also members of the National Academy of 
Arbitrators, and whom the Director has deter-
mined are available and willing to serve. 

(2) The arbitration board shall give the parties 
a full and fair hearing, including an opportunity 
to present evidence in support of their claims, 
and an opportunity to present their case in per-
son, by counsel or by other representative as 
they may elect. Decisions of the arbitration 
board shall be conclusive and binding upon the 
parties. The arbitration board shall render its 
decision within 45 days after its appointment. 

(3) Costs of the arbitration board and medi-
ation shall be shared equally by the Postal Serv-
ice and the bargaining representative. 

(d) In the case of a bargaining unit whose rec-
ognized collective-bargaining representative 
does not have an agreement with the Postal 
Service, if the parties fail to reach the agree-
ment within 90 days after the commencement of 
collective bargaining, a mediator shall be ap-
pointed in accordance with the terms in sub-
section (b) of this section, unless the parties 
have previously agreed to another procedure for 
a binding resolution of their differences. If the 
parties fail to reach agreement within 180 days 
after the commencement of collective bar-
gaining, and if they have not agreed to another 
procedure for binding resolution, an arbitration 
board shall be established to provide conclusive 

and binding arbitration in accordance with the 
terms of subsection (c) of this section. 

(Pub. L. 91–375, Aug. 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 735; Pub. L. 
109–435, title V, § 505(a), Dec. 20, 2006, 120 Stat. 
3235.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Pub. L. 109–435 amended section generally. Prior 

to amendment, section consisted of subsecs. (a) to (d) 

relating to labor disputes between the Postal Service 

and bargaining representatives.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective July 1, 1971, pursuant to Resolution 

No. 71–9 of the Board of Governors. See section 15(a) of 

Pub. L. 91–375, set out as a note preceding section 101 

of this title. 

§ 1208. Suits 

(a) The courts of the United States shall have 
jurisdiction with respect to actions brought by 
the National Labor Relations Board under this 
chapter to the same extent that they have juris-
diction with respect to actions under title 29. 

(b) Suits for violation of contracts between 
the Postal Service and a labor organization rep-
resenting Postal Service employees, or between 
any such labor organizations, may be brought in 
any district court of the United States having 
jurisdiction of the parties, without respect to 
the amount in controversy. 

(c) A labor organization and the Postal Serv-
ice shall be bound by the authorized acts of 
their agents. Any labor organization may sue or 
be sued as an entity and in behalf of the employ-
ees whom it represents in the courts of the 
United States. Any money judgment against a 
labor organization in a district court of the 
United States shall be enforcible only against 
the organization as an entity and against its as-
sets, and shall not be enforcible against any in-
dividual member or his assets. 

(d) For the purposes of actions and pro-
ceedings by or against labor organizations in the 
district courts of the United States, district 
courts shall be deemed to have jurisdiction of a 
labor organization (1) in the district in which 
such organization maintains its principal of-
fices, or (2) in any district in which its duly au-
thorized officers or agents are engaged in rep-
resenting or acting for employee members. 

(e) The service of summons, subpena, or other 
legal process of any court of the United States 
upon an officer or agent of a labor organization, 
in his capacity as such, shall constitute service 
upon the labor organization. 

(Pub. L. 91–375, Aug. 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 736.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective July 1, 1971, pursuant to Resolution 

No. 71–9 of the Board of Governors. See section 15(a) of 

Pub. L. 91–375, set out as a note preceding section 101 

of this title. 

§ 1209. Applicability of Federal labor laws 

(a) Employee-management relations shall, to 
the extent not inconsistent with provisions of 
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