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may not be sold, other than for export, in 

quantities exceeding, or at prices less than, 

the applicable quantities and prices for sales 

of those commodities by the Commodity Cred-

it Corporation. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1089.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

547(a) ......... 40:484(g). June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title 
II, § 203(g), (h), 63 Stat. 386. 

547(b) ......... 40:484(h). 

§ 548. Surplus vessels 

The Maritime Administration shall dispose of 

surplus vessels of 1,500 gross tons or more which 

the Administration determines to be merchant 

vessels or capable of conversion to merchant 

use. The vessels shall be disposed of in accord-

ance with part F of subtitle V of title 46 and 

other laws authorizing the sale of such vessels. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1090; Pub. 

L. 109–304, § 17(g)(1), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1708.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

548 ............. 40:484(i). June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title 
II, § 203(i), 63 Stat. 386; 
Pub. L. 97–31, § 12(15), Aug. 
6, 1981, 95 Stat. 154. 

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Pub. L. 109–304 substituted ‘‘part F of subtitle V 

of title 46’’ for ‘‘the Merchant Marine Act, 1936 (46 App. 

U.S.C. 1101 et seq.),’’. 

§ 549. Donation of personal property through 
state agencies 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the following 

definitions apply: 

(1) PUBLIC AGENCY.—The term ‘‘public agen-

cy’’ means—

(A) a State; 

(B) a political subdivision of a State (in-

cluding a unit of local government or eco-

nomic development district); 

(C) a department, agency, or instrumen-

tality of a State (including instrumental-

ities created by compact or other agreement 

between States or political subdivisions); or 

(D) an Indian tribe, band, group, pueblo, or 

community located on a state reservation.

(2) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ means a State 

of the United States, the District of Columbia, 

Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, the 

Northern Mariana Islands, and American 

Samoa. 

(3) STATE AGENCY.—The term ‘‘state agency’’ 

means an agency designated under state law 

as the agency responsible for fair and equi-

table distribution, through donation, of prop-

erty transferred under this section.

(b) AUTHORIZATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator of Gen-

eral Services, in the Administrator’s discre-

tion and under regulations the Administrator 

may prescribe, may transfer property de-

scribed in paragraph (2) to a state agency. 
(2) PROPERTY.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Property referred to in 

paragraph (1) is any personal property that—
(i) is under the control of an executive 

agency; and 
(ii) has been determined to be surplus 

property.

(B) SPECIAL RULE.—In determining wheth-

er the property is to be transferred for dona-

tion under this section, no distinction may 

be made between property capitalized in a 

working-capital fund established under sec-

tion 2208 of title 10 (or similar fund) and any 

other property.

(3) NO COST.—Transfer of property under this 

section is without cost, except for any costs of 

care and handling.

(c) ALLOCATION AND TRANSFER OF PROPERTY.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall al-

locate and transfer property under this section 

in accordance with criteria that are based on 

need and use and that are established after 

consultation with state agencies to the extent 

feasible. The Administrator shall give fair 

consideration, consistent with the established 

criteria, to an expression of need and interest 

from a public agency or other eligible institu-

tion within a State. The Administrator shall 

give special consideration to an eligible recipi-

ent’s request, transmitted through the state 

agency, for a specific item of property. 
(2) ALLOCATION AMONG STATES.—The Admin-

istrator shall allocate property among the 

States on a fair and equitable basis, taking 

into account the condition of the property as 

well as the original acquisition cost of the 

property. 
(3) RECIPIENTS AND PURPOSES.—The Adminis-

trator shall transfer to a state agency prop-

erty the state agency selects for distribution 

through donation within the State—
(A) to a public agency for use in carrying 

out or promoting, for residents of a given po-

litical area, a public purpose, including con-

servation, economic development, education, 

parks and recreation, public health, and pub-

lic safety; 
(B) for purposes of education or public 

health (including research), to a nonprofit 

educational or public health institution or 

organization that is exempt from taxation 

under section 501 of the Internal Revenue 

Code of 1986 (26 U.S.C. 501), including—
(i) a medical institution, hospital, clinic, 

health center, or drug abuse treatment 

center; 
(ii) a provider of assistance to homeless 

individuals or to families or individuals 

whose annual incomes are below the pov-

erty line (as that term is defined in section 

673 of the Community Services Block 

Grant Act (42 U.S.C. 9902)); 
(iii) a school, college, or university; 
(iv) a school for the mentally retarded or 

physically handicapped; 
(v) a child care center; 
(vi) a radio or television station licensed 

by the Federal Communications Commis-
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