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duction and use of alternative fuels and alter-
native fueled vehicles, shall, for the purposes of 
promoting the use of alternative fuels and alter-
native fueled vehicles, establish a public infor-
mation program on the benefits and costs of the 
use of alternative fuels in motor vehicles. With-
in 18 months after October 24, 1992, the Sec-
retary shall produce and make available an in-
formation package for consumers to assist them 
in choosing among alternative fuels and alter-
native fueled vehicles. Such information pack-
age shall provide relevant and objective infor-
mation on motor vehicle characteristics and 
fuel characteristics as compared to gasoline, on 
a life cycle basis, including environmental per-
formance, energy efficiency, domestic content, 
cost, maintenance requirements, reliability, and 
safety. Such information package shall also in-
clude information with respect to the conver-
sion of conventional motor vehicles to alter-
native fueled vehicles. The Secretary shall in-
clude such other information as the Secretary 
determines is reasonable and necessary to help 
promote the use of alternative fuels in motor ve-
hicles. Such information package shall be up-
dated annually to reflect the most recent avail-
able information. 

(Pub. L. 102–486, title IV, § 405, Oct. 24, 1992, 106 
Stat. 2880.) 

§ 13232. Labeling requirements 

(a) Establishment of requirements 

The Federal Trade Commission, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary, the Administrator of 
the Environmental Protection Agency, and the 
Secretary of Transportation, shall, within 18 
months after October 24, 1992, issue a notice of 
proposed rulemaking for a rule to establish uni-
form labeling requirements, to the greatest ex-
tent practicable, for alternative fuels and alter-
native fueled vehicles, including requirements 
for appropriate information with respect to 
costs and benefits, so as to reasonably enable 
the consumer to make choices and comparisons. 
Required labeling under the rule shall be simple 
and, where appropriate, consolidated with other 
labels providing information to the consumer. In 
formulating the rule, the Federal Trade Com-
mission shall give consideration to the problems 
associated with developing and publishing useful 
and timely cost and benefit information, taking 
into account lead time, costs, the frequency of 
changes in costs and benefits that may occur, 
and other relevant factors. The Commission 
shall obtain the views of affected industries, 
consumer organizations, Federal and State 
agencies, and others in formulating the rule. A 
final rule shall be issued within 1 year after the 
notice of proposed rulemaking is issued. Such 
rule shall be updated periodically to reflect the 
most recent available information. 

(b) Technical assistance and coordination 

The Secretary shall provide technical assist-
ance to the Federal Trade Commission in devel-
oping labeling requirements under subsection 
(a). The Secretary shall coordinate activities 
under this section with activities under section 
13231 of this title. 

(Pub. L. 102–486, title IV, § 406, Oct. 24, 1992, 106 
Stat. 2880.) 

§ 13233. Data acquisition program 

(a) Not later than one year after October 24, 
1992, the Secretary, through the Energy Infor-
mation Administration, and in cooperation with 
appropriate State, regional, and local authori-
ties, shall establish a data collection program to 
be conducted in at least 5 geographically and 
climatically diverse regions of the United States 
for the purpose of collecting data which would 
be useful to persons seeking to manufacture, 
convert, sell, own, or operate alternative fueled 
vehicles or alternative fueling facilities. Such 
data shall include—

(1) identification of the number and types of 
motor vehicle trips made daily and miles driv-
en per trip, including commuting, business, 
and recreational trips; 

(2) the projections of the Secretary as to the 
most likely combination of alternative fueled 
vehicle use and other forms of transit, includ-
ing rail and other forms of mass transit; 

(3) cost, performance, environmental, en-
ergy, and safety data on alternative fuels and 
alternative fueled vehicles; and 

(4) other appropriate demographic informa-
tion and consumer preferences.

(b) The Secretary shall consult with interested 
parties, including other appropriate Federal 
agencies, manufacturers, public utilities, owners 
and operators of fleets of light duty motor vehi-
cles, and State or local governmental entities, 
to determine the types of data to be collected 
and analyzed under subsection (a). 

(Pub. L. 102–486, title IV, § 407, Oct. 24, 1992, 106 
Stat. 2881.) 

§ 13234. Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
authority to approve recovery of certain ex-
penses in advance 

(a) Natural gas motor vehicles 

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
may, under section 717c of title 15, allow recov-
ery of expenses in advance by natural-gas com-
panies for research, development, and dem-
onstration activities by the Gas Research Insti-
tute for projects on the use of natural gas, in-
cluding fuels derived from natural gas, for trans-
portation, and projects on the use of natural gas 
to control pollutants and to control emissions 
from the combustion of other fuels, if the Com-
mission finds that the benefits, including envi-
ronmental benefits, to existing and future rate-
payers resulting from such activities exceed all 
direct costs to existing and future ratepayers. 
To the maximum extent practicable, through 
the establishment of cofunding requirements ap-
plicable to such projects, the Commission shall 
ensure that the costs of such activities shall be 
provided in part, through contributions of cash, 
personnel, services, equipment, and other re-
sources, by sources other than the recovery of 
expenses pursuant to this section. 

(b) Electric motor vehicles 

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
may, under section 824d of title 16, allow recov-
ery of expenses in advance by electric utilities 
for research, development, and demonstration 
activities by the Electric Power Research Insti-
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