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Convention, the Secretary may, on a case-by-
case basis, waive applicable requirements of 
this chapter or regulations issued under this 
chapter, in the interests of justice or to pre-
vent grave physical harm to the child. 

(2) Nondelegation 

The authority provided by paragraph (1) may 
not be delegated. 

(Pub. L. 106–279, title V, § 502, Oct. 6, 2000, 114 
Stat. 843.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (b)(1), was in the 
original ‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 106–279, Oct. 6, 
2000, 114 Stat. 825, which is classified principally to this 
chapter. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 14901 
of this title and Tables.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective upon entry into force for the United 
States of the Convention on Protection of Children and 
Co-operation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption, pur-
suant to Article 46(2)(a) of the Convention, with transi-
tion rule, see section 505(a)(2), (b) of Pub. L. 106–279, set 
out as an Effective Dates; Transition Rule note under 
section 14901 of this title. 

§ 14953. Relationship to other laws 

(a) Preemption of inconsistent State law 

The Convention and this chapter shall not be 
construed to preempt any provision of the law of 
any State or political subdivision thereof, or 
prevent a State or political subdivision thereof 
from enacting any provision of law with respect 
to the subject matter of the Convention or this 
chapter, except to the extent that such provi-
sion of State law is inconsistent with the Con-
vention or this chapter, and then only to the ex-
tent of the inconsistency. 

(b) Applicability of the Indian Child Welfare Act 

The Convention and this chapter shall not be 
construed to affect the application of the Indian 
Child Welfare Act of 1978 (25 U.S.C. 1901 et seq.). 

(c) Relationship to other laws 

Sections 3506(c), 3507, and 3512 of title 44 shall 
not apply to information collection for purposes 
of sections 14914, 14922(b)(4), and 14932(d) of this 
title or for use as a Convention record as defined 
in this chapter. 

(Pub. L. 106–279, title V, § 503, Oct. 6, 2000, 114 
Stat. 843.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 
‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 106–279, Oct. 6, 2000, 114 
Stat. 825, known as the Intercountry Adoption Act of 
2000, which is classified principally to this chapter. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 14901 of this title 
and Tables. 

The Indian Child Welfare Act of 1978, referred to in 
subsec. (b), is Pub. L. 95–608, Nov. 8, 1978, 92 Stat. 3069, 
which is classified principally to chapter 21 (§ 1901 et 

seq.) of Title 25, Indians. For complete classification of 
this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under 
section 1901 of Title 25 and Tables.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 6, 2000, with transition rule, see 
section 505(a)(1), (b) of Pub. L. 106–279, set out as an Ef-
fective Dates; Transition Rule note under section 14901 
of this title. 

§ 14954. No private right of action 

The Convention and this chapter shall not be 
construed to create a private right of action to 
seek administrative or judicial relief, except to 
the extent expressly provided in this chapter. 

(Pub. L. 106–279, title V, § 504, Oct. 6, 2000, 114 
Stat. 843.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 
‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 106–279, Oct. 6, 2000, 114 
Stat. 825, known as the Intercountry Adoption Act of 
2000, which is classified principally to this chapter. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 14901 of this title 
and Tables.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective upon entry into force for the United 
States of the Convention on Protection of Children and 
Co-operation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption, pur-
suant to Article 46(2)(a) of the Convention, with transi-
tion rule, see section 505(a)(2), (b) of Pub. L. 106–279, set 
out as an Effective Dates; Transition Rule note under 
section 14901 of this title.
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SUBCHAPTER I—PROGRAMS FOR INDIVID-
UALS WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DISABIL-
ITIES

PART A—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§ 15001. Findings, purposes, and policy 

(a) Findings 

Congress finds that—
(1) disability is a natural part of the human 

experience that does not diminish the right of 
individuals with developmental disabilities to 
live independently, to exert control and choice 
over their own lives, and to fully participate 
in and contribute to their communities 
through full integration and inclusion in the 
economic, political, social, cultural, and edu-
cational mainstream of United States society; 

(2) in 1999, there were between 3,200,000 and 
4,500,000 individuals with developmental dis-
abilities in the United States, and recent stud-
ies indicate that individuals with develop-
mental disabilities comprise between 1.2 and 
1.65 percent of the United States population; 

(3) individuals whose disabilities occur dur-
ing their developmental period frequently 
have severe disabilities that are likely to con-
tinue indefinitely; 

(4) individuals with developmental disabil-
ities often encounter discrimination in the 
provision of critical services, such as services 
in the areas of emphasis (as defined in section 
15002 of this title); 

(5) individuals with developmental disabil-
ities are at greater risk than the general popu-
lation of abuse, neglect, financial and sexual 
exploitation, and the violation of their legal 
and human rights; 

(6) a substantial portion of individuals with 
developmental disabilities and their families 
do not have access to appropriate support and 
services, including access to assistive tech-
nology, from generic and specialized service 
systems, and remain unserved or underserved; 

(7) individuals with developmental disabil-
ities often require lifelong community serv-
ices, individualized supports, and other forms 
of assistance, that are most effective when 
provided in a coordinated manner; 

(8) there is a need to ensure that services, 
supports, and other assistance are provided in 
a culturally competent manner, that ensures 
that individuals from racial and ethnic minor-
ity backgrounds are fully included in all ac-
tivities provided under this subchapter; 

(9) family members, friends, and members of 
the community can play an important role in 
enhancing the lives of individuals with devel-
opmental disabilities, especially when the 
family members, friends, and community 
members are provided with the necessary com-
munity services, individualized supports, and 
other forms of assistance; 

(10) current research indicates that 88 per-
cent of individuals with developmental dis-
abilities live with their families or in their 
own households; 

(11) many service delivery systems and com-
munities are not prepared to meet the impend-
ing needs of the 479,862 adults with develop-
mental disabilities who are living at home 
with parents who are 60 years old or older and 
who serve as the primary caregivers of the 
adults; 

(12) in almost every State, individuals with 
developmental disabilities are waiting for ap-
propriate services in their communities, in the 
areas of emphasis; 

(13) the public needs to be made more aware 
of the capabilities and competencies of indi-
viduals with developmental disabilities, par-
ticularly in cases in which the individuals are 
provided with necessary services, supports, 
and other assistance; 

(14) as increasing numbers of individuals 
with developmental disabilities are living, 
learning, working, and participating in all as-
pects of community life, there is an increasing 
need for a well trained workforce that is able 
to provide the services, supports, and other 
forms of direct assistance required to enable 
the individuals to carry out those activities; 

(15) there needs to be greater effort to re-
cruit individuals from minority backgrounds 
into professions serving individuals with de-
velopmental disabilities and their families; 

(16) the goals of the Nation properly include 
a goal of providing individuals with develop-
mental disabilities with the information, 
skills, opportunities, and support to—

(A) make informed choices and decisions 
about their lives; 

(B) live in homes and communities in 
which such individuals can exercise their 
full rights and responsibilities as citizens; 
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