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§ 16024. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 

(a) In general 

In accordance with section 5842 of this title, 
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission shall have 
licensing and regulatory authority for any reac-
tor authorized under this part. 

(b) Licensing strategy 

Not later than 3 years after August 8, 2005, the 
Secretary and the Chairman of the Nuclear Reg-
ulatory Commission shall jointly submit to the 
appropriate committees of the Senate and the 
House of Representatives a licensing strategy 
for the prototype nuclear reactor, including—

(1) a description of ways in which current li-
censing requirements relating to light-water 
reactors need to be adapted for the types of 
prototype nuclear reactor being considered by 
the Project; 

(2) a description of analytical tools that the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission will have to 
develop to independently verify designs and 
performance characteristics of components, 
equipment, systems, or structures associated 
with the prototype nuclear reactor; 

(3) other research or development activities 
that may be required on the part of the Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission in order to re-
view a license application for the prototype 
nuclear reactor; and 

(4) an estimate of the budgetary require-
ments associated with the licensing strategy. 

(c) Ongoing interaction 

The Secretary shall seek the active participa-
tion of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
throughout the duration of the Project to—

(1) avoid design decisions that will com-
promise adequate safety margins in the design 
of the reactor or impair the accessibility of 
nuclear safety-related components of the pro-
totype reactor for inspection and mainte-
nance; 

(2) develop tools to facilitate inspection and 
maintenance needed for safety purposes; and 

(3) develop risk-based criteria for any future 
commercial development of a similar reactor 
architectures. 

(Pub. L. 109–58, title VI, § 644, Aug. 8, 2005, 119 
Stat. 797.) 

§ 16025. Project timelines and authorization of 
appropriations 

(a) Target date to complete the first project 
phase 

Not later than September 30, 2011, the Sec-
retary shall—

(1) select the technology to be used by the 
Project for high-temperature hydrogen pro-
duction and the initial design parameters for 
the prototype nuclear plant; or 

(2) submit to Congress a report establishing 
an alternative date for making the selection. 

(b) Design competition for second project phase 

(1) In general 

The Secretary, acting through the Idaho Na-
tional Laboratory, shall fund not more than 4 
teams for not more than 2 years to develop de-
tailed proposals for competitive evaluation 

and selection of a single proposal for a final 
design of the prototype nuclear reactor. 

(2) Systems integration 

The Secretary may structure Project activi-
ties in the second project phase to use the lead 
industrial partner of the competitively se-
lected design under paragraph (1) in a systems 
integration role for final design and construc-
tion of the Project. 

(c) Target date to complete project construction 

Not later than September 30, 2021, the Sec-
retary shall—

(1) complete construction and begin oper-
ations of the prototype nuclear reactor and as-
sociated energy or hydrogen facilities; or 

(2) submit to Congress a report establishing 
an alternative date for completion. 

(d) Authorization of appropriations 

There is authorized to be appropriated to the 
Secretary for research and construction activi-
ties under this part (including for transfer to the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission for activities 
under section 16024 of this title as appropriate)—

(1) $1,250,000,000 for the period of fiscal years 
2006 through 2015; and 

(2) such sums as are necessary for each of fis-
cal years 2016 through 2021. 

(Pub. L. 109–58, title VI, § 645, Aug. 8, 2005, 119 
Stat. 798.)

PART C—NUCLEAR SECURITY 

§ 16041. Nuclear facility and materials security 

(a) In general 

(1), (2) Omitted 

(3) Federal security coordinators 

(A) Regional offices 

Not later than 18 months after August 8, 
2005, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
(referred to in this section as the ‘‘Commis-
sion’’) shall assign a Federal security coordi-
nator, under the employment of the Com-
mission, to each region of the Commission. 

(B) Responsibilities 

The Federal security coordinator shall be 
responsible for—

(i) communicating with the Commission 
and other Federal, State, and local au-
thorities concerning threats, including 
threats against such classes of facilities as 
the Commission determines to be appro-
priate; 

(ii) monitoring such classes of facilities 
as the Commission determines to be appro-
priate to ensure that they maintain secu-
rity consistent with the security plan in 
accordance with the appropriate threat 
level; and 

(iii) assisting in the coordination of se-
curity measures among the private secu-
rity forces at such classes of facilities as 
the Commission determines to be appro-
priate and Federal, State, and local au-
thorities, as appropriate. 

(b) Backup power for certain emergency notifi-
cation systems 

For any licensed nuclear power plants located 
where there is a permanent population, as deter-
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