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§ 2000c–6. Civil actions by the Attorney General 

(a) Complaint; certification; notice to school 
board or college authority; institution of civil 
action; relief requested; jurisdiction; trans-
portation of pupils to achieve racial balance; 
judicial power to insure compliance with 
constitutional standards; impleading addi-
tional parties as defendants 

Whenever the Attorney General receives a 
complaint in writing—

(1) signed by a parent or group of parents to 
the effect that his or their minor children, as 
members of a class of persons similarly situ-
ated, are being deprived by a school board of 
the equal protection of the laws, or 

(2) signed by an individual, or his parent, to 
the effect that he has been denied admission 
to or not permitted to continue in attendance 
at a public college by reason of race, color, re-
ligion, sex or national origin,

and the Attorney General believes the com-
plaint is meritorious and certifies that the sign-
er or signers of such complaint are unable, in his 
judgment, to initiate and maintain appropriate 
legal proceedings for relief and that the institu-
tion of an action will materially further the or-
derly achievement of desegregation in public 
education, the Attorney General is authorized, 
after giving notice of such complaint to the ap-
propriate school board or college authority and 
after certifying that he is satisfied that such 
board or authority has had a reasonable time to 
adjust the conditions alleged in such complaint, 
to institute for or in the name of the United 
States a civil action in any appropriate district 
court of the United States against such parties 
and for such relief as may be appropriate, and 
such court shall have and shall exercise jurisdic-
tion of proceedings instituted pursuant to this 
section, provided that nothing herein shall em-
power any official or court of the United States 
to issue any order seeking to achieve a racial 
balance in any school by requiring the transpor-
tation of pupils or students from one school to 
another or one school district to another in 
order to achieve such racial balance, or other-
wise enlarge the existing power of the court to 
insure compliance with constitutional stand-
ards. The Attorney General may implead as de-
fendants such additional parties as are or be-
come necessary to the grant of effective relief 
hereunder. 

(b) Persons unable to initiate and maintain legal 
proceedings 

The Attorney General may deem a person or 
persons unable to initiate and maintain appro-
priate legal proceedings within the meaning of 
subsection (a) of this section when such person 
or persons are unable, either directly or through 
other interested persons or organizations, to 
bear the expense of the litigation or to obtain 
effective legal representation; or whenever he is 
satisfied that the institution of such litigation 
would jeopardize the personal safety, employ-
ment, or economic standing of such person or 
persons, their families, or their property. 

(c) ‘‘Parent’’ and ‘‘complaint’’ defined 

The term ‘‘parent’’ as used in this section in-
cludes any person standing in loco parentis. A 

‘‘complaint’’ as used in this section is a writing 
or document within the meaning of section 1001, 
title 18. 

(Pub. L. 88–352, title IV, § 407, July 2, 1964, 78 
Stat. 248; Pub. L. 92–318, title IX, § 906(a), June 
23, 1972, 86 Stat. 375.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1972—Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 92–318 inserted ‘‘sex’’ 
after ‘‘religion,’’. 

§ 2000c–7. Liability of United States for costs 

In any action or proceeding under this sub-
chapter the United States shall be liable for 
costs the same as a private person. 

(Pub. L. 88–352, title IV, § 408, July 2, 1964, 78 
Stat. 249.) 

§ 2000c–8. Personal suits for relief against dis-
crimination in public education 

Nothing in this subchapter shall affect ad-
versely the right of any person to sue for or ob-
tain relief in any court against discrimination 
in public education. 

(Pub. L. 88–352, title IV, § 409, July 2, 1964, 78 
Stat. 249.) 

§ 2000c–9. Classification and assignment 

Nothing in this subchapter shall prohibit clas-
sification and assignment for reasons other than 
race, color, religion, sex or national origin. 

(Pub. L. 88–352, title IV, § 410, July 2, 1964, 78 
Stat. 249; Pub. L. 92–318, title IX, § 906(a), June 
23, 1972, 86 Stat. 375.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1972—Pub. L. 92–318 inserted ‘‘sex’’ after ‘‘religion,’’.

SUBCHAPTER V—FEDERALLY ASSISTED 
PROGRAMS 

§ 2000d. Prohibition against exclusion from par-
ticipation in, denial of benefits of, and dis-
crimination under federally assisted pro-
grams on ground of race, color, or national 
origin 

No person in the United States shall, on the 
ground of race, color, or national origin, be ex-
cluded from participation in, be denied the bene-
fits of, or be subjected to discrimination under 
any program or activity receiving Federal finan-
cial assistance. 

(Pub. L. 88–352, title VI, § 601, July 2, 1964, 78 
Stat. 252.)

Executive Documents 

COORDINATION OF IMPLEMENTATION AND ENFORCEMENT 
OF PROVISIONS 

For provisions relating to the coordination of imple-
mentation and enforcement of the provisions of this 
subchapter by the Attorney General, see section 1–201 
of Ex. Ord. No. 12250, Nov. 2, 1980, 45 F.R. 72995, set out 
as a note under section 2000d–1 of this title. 
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