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1 See References in Text note below. 

(6) recommendations for implementing a 
plan to convert highly enriched uranium to 
low-enriched uranium; and 

(7) recommendations for the future use and 
disposition of such inventories. 

(Pub. L. 102–486, title X, § 1016, Oct. 24, 1992, 106 
Stat. 2949.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Energy Policy Act 
of 1992, and not as part of the Atomic Energy Act of 
1954 which comprises this chapter. 

§ 2296b–6. Regulatory treatment of uranium pur-
chases 

(a) Encouragement 

The Secretary shall encourage States and util-
ity regulatory authorities to take into consider-
ation the achievement of the objectives and pur-
poses of this part, including the national need to 
avoid dependence on imports, when considering 
whether to allow the owner or operator of any 
electric power plant to recover in its rates and 
charges to customers any cost of purchase of do-
mestic uranium, enriched uranium, or enrich-
ment services from a non-affiliated seller great-
er than the cost of non-domestic uranium, en-
riched uranium or enrichment services. 

(b) Report 

Within 1 year after October 24, 1992, and annu-
ally thereafter, the Secretary shall report to the 
Congress on the progress of the Secretary in en-
couraging actions by State regulatory authori-
ties pursuant to subsection (a). Such report 
shall include detailed information on programs 
initiated by the Secretary to encourage appro-
priate State regulatory action and recommenda-
tions, if any, on further action that could be 
taken by the Secretary, other Federal agencies, 
or the Congress in order to further the purposes 
of this part. 

(c) Savings provision 

This section may not be construed to author-
ize the Secretary to take any action in violation 
of the multilateral trade agreements (as defined 
in section 3501(4) of title 19) or the USMCA (as 
defined in section 4502 of title 19). 

(Pub. L. 102–486, title X, § 1017, Oct. 24, 1992, 106 
Stat. 2950; Pub. L. 106–36, title I, § 1002(g)(2), June 
25, 1999, 113 Stat. 133; Pub. L. 116–113, title V, 
§ 507(a), Jan. 29, 2020, 134 Stat. 78.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Energy Policy Act 
of 1992, and not as part of the Atomic Energy Act of 
1954 which comprises this chapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

2020—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 116–113 substituted ‘‘USMCA 
(as defined in section 4502 of title 19)’’ for ‘‘North Amer-
ican Free Trade Agreement’’. 

1999—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 106–36 substituted ‘‘multi-
lateral trade agreements (as defined in section 3501(4) 
of title 19) or the North American Free Trade Agree-
ment’’ for ‘‘General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade or 
the United States-Canada Free Trade Agreement’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2020 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 116–113, title V, § 507(b), Jan. 29, 2020, 134 Stat. 
78, provided that: ‘‘The amendment made by subsection 
(a) [amending this section] shall take effect on the date 
on which the USMCA enters into force [July 1, 2020].’’

§ 2296b–7. Definitions 

For purposes of this part: 
(1) The term ‘‘Corporation’’ means the 

United States Enrichment Corporation estab-
lished under section 2297b 1 of this title or its 
successor. 

(2) The term ‘‘country of origin’’ means—
(A) with respect to uranium, that country 

where the uranium was mined; 
(B) with respect to enriched uranium, that 

country where the uranium was mined and 
enriched; or 

(C) with respect to enrichment services, 
that country where the enrichment services 
were performed.

(3) The term ‘‘domestic origin’’ refers to any 
uranium that has been mined in the United 
States including uranium recovered from ura-
nium deposits in the United States by under-
ground mining, open-pit mining, strip mining, 
in situ recovery, leaching, and ion recovery, or 
recovered from phosphoric acid manufactured 
in the United States. 

(4) The term ‘‘domestic uranium producer’’ 
means a person or entity who produces domes-
tic uranium and who has, to the extent re-
quired by State and Federal agencies having 
jurisdiction, licenses and permits for the oper-
ation, decontamination, decommissioning, and 
reclamation of sites, structures and equip-
ment. 

(5) The term ‘‘non-affiliated’’ refers to a sell-
er who does not control, and is not controlled 
by or under common control with, the buyer. 

(6) The term ‘‘overfeed’’ means to use ura-
nium in the enrichment process in excess of 
the amount required at the transactional tails 
assay. 

(7) The term ‘‘utility regulatory authority’’ 
means any State agency or Federal agency 
that has ratemaking authority with respect to 
the sale of electric energy by any electric util-
ity or independent power producer. For pur-
poses of this paragraph, the terms ‘‘electric 
utility’’, ‘‘State agency’’, ‘‘Federal agency’’, 
and ‘‘ratemaking authority’’ have the respec-
tive meanings given such terms in section 2602 
of title 16. 

(Pub. L. 102–486, title X, § 1018, Oct. 24, 1992, 106 
Stat. 2950; Pub. L. 104–134, title III, § 3117(b), Apr. 
26, 1996, 110 Stat. 1321–350.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 2297b of this title, referred to in par. (1), was 
repealed by Pub. L. 104–134, title III, § 3116(a)(1), Apr. 26, 
1996, 110 Stat. 1321–349. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Energy Policy Act 
of 1992, and not as part of the Atomic Energy Act of 
1954 which comprises this chapter. 
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