
Page 570TITLE 42—THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE§ 280i 

(1) ways to properly recognize children who 
may be impacted by trauma, including trauma 
related to substance use by a family member 
or other adult; and 

(2) how to respond appropriately in order to 
provide for the safety and well-being of young 
children and their families. 

(b) Goals 

The information, resources, and technical as-
sistance provided under subsection (a) shall—

(1) educate early childhood care and edu-
cation providers and professionals working 
with young children on understanding and 
identifying the early signs and risk factors of 
children who might be impacted by trauma, 
including trauma due to exposure to substance 
use; 

(2) suggest age-appropriate communication 
tools, procedures, and practices for trauma-in-
formed care, including ways to prevent or 
mitigate the effects of trauma; 

(3) provide options for responding to children 
impacted by trauma, including due to expo-
sure to substance use, that consider the needs 
of the child and family, including recom-
mending resources and referrals for evidence-
based services to support such family; and 

(4) promote whole-family and multi-
generational approaches to keep families safe-
ly together when it is in the best interest of 
the child. 

(c) Coordination 

The Secretary of Health and Human Services 
shall coordinate with the task force to develop 
best practices for trauma-informed identifica-
tion, referral, and support authorized under sec-
tion 7132 in disseminating the information, re-
sources, and technical assistance described 
under subsection (b). 

(d) Rule of construction 

Such information, resources, and if applicable, 
technical assistance, shall not be construed to 
amend the requirements under—

(1) the Child Care and Development Block 
Grant Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 9858 et seq.); 

(2) the Head Start Act (42 U.S.C. 9831 et seq.); 
or 

(3) the Individuals with Disabilities Edu-
cation Act (20 U.S.C. 1400 et seq.). 

(Pub. L. 115–271, title VII, § 7135, Oct. 24, 2018, 132 
Stat. 4055.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 7132, referred to in subsec. (c), is section 7132 
of Pub. L. 115–271, title VII, Oct. 24, 2018, 132 Stat. 4046, 
which is not classified to the Code. 

The Child Care and Development Block Grant Act of 
1990, referred to in subsec. (d)(1), is subchapter C (§ 658A 
et seq.) of chapter 8 of subtitle A of title VI of Pub. L. 
97–35, as added by Pub. L. 101–508, title V, § 5082(2), Nov. 
5, 1990, 104 Stat. 1388–236, which is classified generally 
to subchapter II–B (§ 9857 et seq.) of chapter 105 of this 
title. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see section 9857(a) of this title and Tables. 

The Head Start Act, referred to in subsec. (d)(2), is 
subchapter B (§ 635 et seq.) of chapter 8 of subtitle A of 
title VI of Pub. L. 97–35, Aug. 13, 1981, 95 Stat. 499, 
which is classified generally to subchapter II (§ 9831 et 

seq.) of chapter 105 of this title. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note 
set out under section 9801 of this title and Tables. 

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, re-
ferred to in subsec. (d)(3), is title VI of Pub. L. 91–230, 
Apr. 13, 1970, 84 Stat. 175, which is classified generally 
to chapter 33 (§ 1400 et seq.) of Title 20, Education. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see sec-
tion 1400 of Title 20 and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Substance 
Use–Disorder Prevention that Promotes Opioid Recov-
ery and Treatment for Patients and Communities Act, 
also known as the SUPPORT for Patients and Commu-
nities Act, and not as part of the Public Health Service 
Act which comprises this chapter.

PART R—PROGRAMS RELATING TO AUTISM 

§ 280i. Developmental disabilities surveillance 
and research program 

(a) Autism spectrum disorder and other develop-
mental disabilities 

(1) In general 

The Secretary, acting through the Director 
of the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, may award grants or cooperative agree-
ments to eligible entities for the collection, 
analysis, and reporting of State epidemiolog-
ical data for children and adults with autism 
spectrum disorder and other developmental 
disabilities. An eligible entity shall assist 
with the development and coordination of 
State autism spectrum disorder and other de-
velopmental disability surveillance efforts 
within a region. In making such awards, the 
Secretary may provide direct technical assist-
ance in lieu of cash. 

(2) Data standards 

In submitting epidemiological data to the 
Secretary pursuant to paragraph (1), an eligi-
ble entity shall report data according to 
guidelines prescribed by the Director of the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
after consultation with relevant State, local, 
and Tribal public health officials, private sec-
tor developmental disability researchers, and 
advocates for individuals with autism spec-
trum disorder and other developmental dis-
abilities. 

(3) Eligibility 

To be eligible to receive an award under 
paragraph (1), an entity shall be a public or 
nonprofit private entity (including a health 
department of a State or a political subdivi-
sion of a State, a university, any other edu-
cational institution, an Indian tribe, or a trib-
al organization), and submit to the Secretary 
an application at such time, in such manner, 
and containing such information as the Sec-
retary may require. 

(b) Centers of excellence in autism spectrum dis-
order epidemiology 

(1) In general 

The Secretary, acting through the Director 
of the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, shall, subject to the availability of ap-
propriations, award grants or cooperative 
agreements for the establishment or support 
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of regional centers of excellence in autism 
spectrum disorder and other developmental 
disabilities epidemiology for the purpose of 
collecting and analyzing information on the 
number, incidence, correlates, and causes of 
autism spectrum disorder and other develop-
mental disabilities for children and adults. 

(2) Requirements 

To be eligible to receive a grant or coopera-
tive agreement under paragraph (1), an entity 
shall submit to the Secretary an application 
containing such agreements and information 
as the Secretary may require, including an 
agreement that the center to be established or 
supported under the grant or cooperative 
agreement shall operate in accordance with 
the following: 

(A) The center will collect, analyze, and 
report autism spectrum disorder and other 
developmental disability data according to 
guidelines prescribed by the Director of the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
after consultation with State, local, and 
Tribal public health officials, private sector 
developmental disability researchers, advo-
cates for individuals with autism spectrum 
disorder, and advocates for individuals with 
other developmental disabilities. 

(B) The center will develop or extend an 
area of special research expertise (including 
genetics, epigenetics, and epidemiological 
research related to environmental expo-
sures), immunology, and other relevant re-
search specialty areas. 

(C) The center will identify eligible cases 
and controls through its surveillance system 
and conduct research into factors which may 
cause or increase the risk of autism spec-
trum disorder and other developmental dis-
abilities. 

(c) Federal response 

The Secretary shall coordinate the Federal re-
sponse to requests for assistance from State 
health, mental health, and education depart-
ment officials regarding potential or alleged au-
tism spectrum disorder or developmental dis-
ability clusters. 

(d) Definitions 

In this part: 

(1) Indian tribe; tribal organization 

The terms ‘‘Indian tribe’’ and ‘‘tribal organi-
zation’’ have the meanings given such terms in 
section 1603 of title 25. 

(2) Other developmental disabilities 

The term ‘‘other developmental disabilities’’ 
has the meaning given the term ‘‘develop-
mental disability’’ in section 15002(8) of this 
title. 

(3) State 

The term ‘‘State’’ means each of the several 
States, the District of Columbia, the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, American Samoa, 
Guam, the Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands, the Virgin Islands, and the 
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands. 

(e) Sunset 

This section shall not apply after September 
30, 2024. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title III, § 399AA, as added 
Pub. L. 109–416, § 3(a), Dec. 19, 2006, 120 Stat. 2822; 
amended Pub. L. 112–32, § 2(1), Sept. 30, 2011, 125 
Stat. 361; Pub. L. 113–157, § 3, Aug. 8, 2014, 128 
Stat. 1831; Pub. L. 116–60, § 3(a), Sept. 30, 2019, 133 
Stat. 1111.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2019—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 116–60, § 3(a)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘adults with autism spectrum disorder’’ for 
‘‘adults on autism spectrum disorder’’. 

Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 116–60, § 3(a)(2), substituted 
‘‘State, local, and Tribal public health officials’’ for 
‘‘State and local public health officials’’ and ‘‘and other 
developmental disabilities’’ for ‘‘or other develop-
mental disabilities’’. 

Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 116–60, § 3(a)(3), substituted ‘‘a 
university, any other educational institution, an In-
dian tribe, or a tribal organization’’ for ‘‘a university, 
or any other educational institution’’. 

Subsec. (b)(2)(A). Pub. L. 116–60, § 3(a)(4), substituted 
‘‘State, local, and Tribal public health officials, private 
sector developmental disability researchers, advocates 
for individuals with autism spectrum disorder, and ad-
vocates for individuals with other developmental dis-
abilities’’ for ‘‘relevant State and local public health 
officials, private sector developmental disability re-
searchers, and advocates for individuals with develop-
mental disabilities’’. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 116–60, § 3(a)(5), added par. (1) and 
redesignated former pars. (1) and (2) as (2) and (3), re-
spectively. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 116–60, § 3(a)(6), substituted ‘‘2024’’ 
for ‘‘2019’’. 

2014—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 113–157, § 3(1), inserted 
‘‘for children and adults’’ after ‘‘reporting of State epi-
demiological data’’. 

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 113–157, § 3(2), substituted ‘‘es-
tablishment or support of regional centers of excel-
lence’’ for ‘‘establishment of regional centers of excel-
lence’’ and inserted ‘‘for children and adults’’ before pe-
riod at end. 

Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 113–157, § 3(3), substituted ‘‘cen-
ter to be established or supported’’ for ‘‘center to be es-
tablished’’ in introductory provisions. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 113–157, § 3(4), substituted ‘‘2019’’ 
for ‘‘2014’’. 

2011—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 112–32 substituted ‘‘2014’’ for 
‘‘2011’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

NATIONAL AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER INITIATIVE 

Pub. L. 113–157, § 2, Aug. 8, 2014, 128 Stat. 1831, pro-
vided that: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Health and 
Human Services shall designate an existing official 
within the Department of Health and Human Services 
to oversee, in consultation with the Secretaries of De-
fense and Education, national autism spectrum dis-
order research, services, and support activities. 

‘‘(b) DUTIES.—The official designated under sub-
section (a) shall—

‘‘(1) implement autism spectrum disorder activi-
ties, taking into account the strategic plan developed 
by the Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee 
under section 399CC(b) of the Public Health Service 
Act (42 U.S.C. 280i–2(b)); and 

‘‘(2) ensure that autism spectrum disorder activi-
ties of the Department of Health and Human Services 
and of other Federal departments and agencies are 
not unnecessarily duplicative.’’
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Executive Documents 

TERMINATION OF TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC 
ISLANDS 

For termination of Trust Territory of the Pacific Is-
lands, see note set out preceding section 1681 of Title 
48, Territories and Insular Possessions. 

§ 280i–1. Autism education, early detection, and 
intervention 

(a) Purpose 

It is the purpose of this section—
(1) to increase awareness, reduce barriers to 

screening and diagnosis, promote evidence-
based interventions for individuals with au-
tism spectrum disorder and other develop-
mental disabilities, and train professionals to 
utilize valid and reliable screening tools to di-
agnose or rule out and provide evidence-based 
interventions for individuals with autism 
spectrum disorder and other developmental 
disabilities across their lifespan; and 

(2) to conduct activities under this section 
with a focus on an interdisciplinary approach 
(as defined in programs developed under sec-
tion 501(a)(2) of the Social Security Act [42 
U.S.C. 701(a)(2)]) that will also focus on spe-
cific issues for children who are not receiving 
an early diagnosis and subsequent interven-
tions. 

(b) In general 

The Secretary shall, subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations, establish and evaluate 
activities to—

(1) provide culturally competent information 
and education on autism spectrum disorder 
and other developmental disabilities to in-
crease public awareness of developmental 
milestones; 

(2) promote research into the development 
and validation of reliable screening tools for 
individuals with autism spectrum disorder and 
other developmental disabilities and dissemi-
nate information regarding those screening 
tools; 

(3) promote early screening of individuals at 
higher risk for autism spectrum disorder and 
other developmental disabilities as early as 
practicable, given evidence-based screening 
techniques and interventions; 

(4) promote evidence-based screening tech-
niques and interventions for individuals with 
autism spectrum disorder and other develop-
mental disabilities across their lifespan; 

(5) increase the number of individuals who 
are able to confirm or rule out a diagnosis of 
autism spectrum disorder and other develop-
mental disabilities; 

(6) increase the number of individuals able 
to provide evidence-based interventions for in-
dividuals diagnosed with autism spectrum dis-
order or other developmental disabilities; and 

(7) promote the use of evidence-based inter-
ventions for individuals at higher risk for au-
tism spectrum disorder and other develop-
mental disabilities as early as practicable. 

(c) Information and education 

(1) In general 

In carrying out subsection (b)(1), the Sec-
retary, in collaboration with the Secretary of 

Education and the Secretary of Agriculture, 
shall, subject to the availability of appropria-
tions, provide culturally competent informa-
tion regarding autism spectrum disorder and 
other developmental disabilities, risk factors, 
characteristics, identification, diagnosis or 
rule out, and evidence-based interventions to 
meet the needs of individuals with autism 
spectrum disorder and other developmental 
disabilities across their lifespan and the needs 
of their families through—

(A) Federal programs, including—
(i) the Head Start program; 
(ii) the Early Start program; 
(iii) the Healthy Start program; 
(iv) programs under the Child Care and 

Development Block Grant Act of 1990 [42 
U.S.C. 9857 et seq.]; 

(v) programs under title XIX of the So-
cial Security Act [42 U.S.C. 1396 et seq.] 
(particularly the Medicaid Early and Peri-
odic Screening, Diagnosis and Treatment 
Program); 

(vi) the program under title XXI of the 
Social Security Act [42 U.S.C. 1397aa et 
seq.] (the State Children’s Health Insur-
ance Program); 

(vii) the program under title V of the So-
cial Security Act [42 U.S.C. 701 et seq.] (the 
Maternal and Child Health Block Grant 
Program); 

(viii) the program under parts B and C of 
the Individuals with Disabilities Edu-
cation Act [20 U.S.C. 1411 et seq., 1431 et 
seq.]; 

(ix) the special supplemental nutrition 
program for women, infants, and children 
established under section 1786 of this title; 
and 

(x) the State grant program under the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 [29 U.S.C. 701 et 
seq.].

(B) State licensed child care facilities; and 
(C) other community-based organizations 

or points of entry for individuals with au-
tism spectrum disorder and other develop-
mental disabilities to receive services. 

(2) Lead agency 

(A) Designation 

As a condition on the provision of assist-
ance or the conduct of activities under this 
section with respect to a State, the Sec-
retary may require the Governor of the 
State—

(i) to designate a public agency as a lead 
agency to coordinate the activities pro-
vided for under paragraph (1) in the State 
at the State level; and 

(ii) acting through such lead agency, to 
make available to individuals and their 
family members, guardians, advocates, or 
authorized representatives; providers; and 
other appropriate individuals in the State, 
comprehensive culturally competent infor-
mation about State and local resources re-
garding autism spectrum disorder and 
other developmental disabilities, risk fac-
tors, characteristics, identification, diag-
nosis or rule out, available services and 
supports (which may include respite care 
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