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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘policies’’. 

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the America COM-
PETES Act, also known as the America Creating Op-
portunities to Meaningfully Promote Excellence in 
Technology, Education, and Science Act, and not as 
part of the National Science and Technology Policy, 
Organization, and Priorities Act of 1976 which com-
prises this chapter. 

§ 6620. Release of scientific research results 

(a) Principles 

Not later than 90 days after August 9, 2007, the 
Director of the Office of Science and Technology 
Policy, in consultation with the Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget and the heads 
of all Federal civilian agencies that conduct sci-
entific research, shall develop and issue an over-
arching set of principles to ensure the commu-
nication and open exchange of data and results 
to other agencies, policymakers, and the public 
of research conducted by a scientist employed 
by a Federal civilian agency and to prevent the 
intentional or unintentional suppression or dis-
tortion of such research findings. The principles 
shall encourage the open exchange of data and 
results of research undertaken by a scientist 
employed by such an agency and shall be con-
sistent with existing Federal laws, including 
chapter 18 of title 35 (commonly known as the 
‘‘Bayh-Dole Act’’). The principles shall also take 
into consideration the policies of peer-reviewed 
scientific journals in which Federal scientists 
may currently publish results. 

(b) Implementation 

Not later than 180 days after August 9, 2007, 
the Director of the Office of Science and Tech-
nology Policy shall ensure that all civilian Fed-
eral agencies that conduct scientific research 
develop specific policies and procedures regard-
ing the public release of data and results of re-
search conducted by a scientist employed by 
such an agency consistent with the principles 
established under subsection (a). Such polices 1 
and procedures shall—

(1) specifically address what is and what is 
not permitted or recommended under such 
policies and procedures; 

(2) be specifically designed for each such 
agency; 

(3) be applied uniformly throughout each 
such agency; and 

(4) be widely communicated and readily ac-
cessible to all employees of each such agency 
and the public. 

(Pub. L. 110–69, title I, § 1009, Aug. 9, 2007, 121 
Stat. 581.)
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PETES Act, also known as the America Creating Op-
portunities to Meaningfully Promote Excellence in 
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part of the National Science and Technology Policy, 
Organization, and Priorities Act of 1976 which com-
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§ 6621. Coordination of Federal STEM education 

(a) Establishment 

The Director shall establish a committee 
under the National Science and Technology 
Council, including the Office of Management 
and Budget, with the responsibility to coordi-
nate Federal programs and activities in support 
of STEM education, including at the National 
Science Foundation, the Department of Energy, 
the National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration, the Department of Education, and 
all other Federal agencies that have programs 
and activities in support of STEM education. 

(b) Responsibilities 

The committee established under subsection 
(a) shall—

(1) coordinate the STEM education activities 
and programs of the Federal agencies; 

(2) coordinate STEM education activities 
and programs with the Office of Management 
and Budget; 

(3) encourage the teaching of innovation and 
entrepreneurship as part of STEM education 
activities; 

(4) review STEM education activities and 
programs to ensure they are not duplicative of 
similar efforts within the Federal government; 

(5) develop, implement through the partici-
pating agencies, and update once every 5 years 
a 5-year STEM education strategic plan, which 
shall—

(A) specify and prioritize annual and long-
term objectives; 

(B) specify the common metrics that will 
be used to assess progress toward achieving 
the objectives; 

(C) describe the approaches that will be 
taken by each participating agency to assess 
the effectiveness of its STEM education pro-
grams and activities; and 

(D) with respect to subparagraph (A), de-
scribe the role of each agency in supporting 
programs and activities designed to achieve 
the objectives;

(6) establish, periodically update, and main-
tain an inventory of federally sponsored STEM 
education programs and activities, including 
documentation of assessments of the effective-
ness of such programs and activities and rates 
of participation by women, underrepresented 
minorities, and persons in rural areas in such 
programs and activities; 

(7) collaborate with the STEM Education 
Advisory Panel established under section 303 
of the American Innovation and Competitive-
ness Act and other outside stakeholders to en-
sure the engagement of the STEM education 
community; 

(8) review the measures used by a Federal 
agency to evaluate its STEM education activi-
ties and programs; 

(9) request and review feedback from States 
on how the States are utilizing Federal STEM 
education programs and activities; and 

(10) recommend the reform, termination, or 
consolidation of Federal STEM education ac-
tivities and programs, taking into consider-
ation the recommendations of the STEM Edu-
cation Advisory Panel. 
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