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hibit the Secretary from deferring to local
building codes that meet the requirements of
the seismic safety standards developed under
this section.

(b) Standards

The standards shall be designed to reduce the
risk of loss of life to building occupants to the
maximum extent feasible and to reduce the risk
of shake-related property damage to the max-
imum extent practicable.

(c) Consultation

In carrying out this section, the Secretary
shall consult with the Administrator of the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency and may
utilize the resources under the National Earth-
quake Hazards Reduction Program (established
under the Earthquake Hazards Reduction Act of
1977 [42 U.S.C. 7701 et seq.]) and any other re-
sources as may be required to carry out the ac-
tivities under this section.

(Pub. L. 101-625, title IX, §947, Nov. 28, 1990, 104
Stat. 4416; Pub. L. 109-295, title VI, §612(c), Oct.
4, 2006, 120 Stat. 1410.)

Editorial Notes

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Earthquake Hazards Reduction Act of 1977, re-
ferred to in subsec. (¢), is Pub. L. 95-124, Oct. 7, 1977, 91
Stat. 1098, as amended, which is classified generally to
this chapter (§7701 et seq.). For complete classification
of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out
under section 7701 of this title and Tables.

CODIFICATION

Subsec. (d) of this section, which required the Sec-
retary to submit a report to Congress not less than bi-
ennially on the findings of the risk assessment study
conducted under this section and the activities under-
taken, and the expenditures made, by the Secretary to
carry out this section and Executive Order No. 12699,
terminated, effective May 15, 2000, pursuant to section
3003 of Pub. L. 10466, as amended, set out as a note
under section 1113 of Title 31, Money and Finance. See,
also, the 4th item on page 104 of House Document No.
103-1.

Section was enacted as part of the Cranston-Gonzalez
National Affordable Housing Act, and not as part of the
Earthquake Hazards Reduction Act of 1977 which com-
prises this chapter.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

CHANGE OF NAME

““Administrator of the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency’’ substituted for ‘‘Director of the Federal
Emergency Management Agency’ in subsec. (¢c) on au-
thority of section 612(c) of Pub. L. 109-295, set out as a
note under section 313 of Title 6, Domestic Security.
Any reference to the Administrator of the Federal
Emergency Management Agency in title VI of Pub. L.
109-295 or an amendment by title VI to be considered to
refer and apply to the Director of the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency until Mar. 31, 2007, see sec-
tion 612(f)(2) of Pub. L. 109-295, set out as a note under
section 313 of Title 6.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of all functions, personnel, assets, com-
ponents, authorities, grant programs, and liabilities of
the Federal Emergency Management Agency, including
the functions of the Under Secretary for Federal Emer-
gency Management relating thereto, to the Federal
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Emergency Management Agency, see section 315(a)(1)
of Title 6, Domestic Security.

For transfer of functions, personnel, assets, and li-
abilities of the Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy, including the functions of the Director of the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency relating thereto,
to the Secretary of Homeland Security, and for treat-
ment of related references, see former section 313(1) and
sections 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6.

§§ 7705, 7705a. Repealed. Pub. L. 105-47, §4, Oct.
1, 1997, 111 Stat. 1164

Section 7705, Pub. L. 95-124, §6, Oct. 7, 1977, 91 Stat.
1102; Pub. L. 96-472, title I, §102(a), Oct. 19, 1980, 94 Stat.
2259; Pub. L. 101-614, §6, Nov. 16, 1990, 104 Stat. 3236, re-
lated to Office of Science and Technology Policy re-
port.

Section 7705a, Pub. L. 95-124, §7, as added Pub. L.
101-614, §7(2), Nov. 16, 1990, 104 Stat. 3236, related to es-
tablishment of a National Earthquake Hazards Reduc-
tion Program Advisory Committee.

§ 7705b. Seismic standards

(a) Assessment and recommendations

Not later than December 1, 2019, the Director
of the National Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology and the Administrator of the Federal
Emergency Management Agency shall jointly
convene a committee of experts from Federal
agencies, nongovernmental organizations, pri-
vate sector entities, disaster management pro-
fessional associations, engineering professional
associations, and professional construction and
homebuilding industry associations, to assess
and recommend options for improving the built
environment and critical infrastructure to re-
flect performance goals stated in terms of post-
earthquake reoccupancy and functional recov-
ery time.

(b) Report to Congress

Not later than June 30, 2020, the committee
convened under paragraph (1) shall submit to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation, the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources, and the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs of
the Senate and the Committee on Science,
Space, and Technology, the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources, and the Committee on Home-
land Security of the House of Representatives a
report on recommended options for improving
the built environment and critical infrastruc-
ture to reflect performance goals stated in
terms of post-earthquake reoccupancy and func-
tional recovery time.

(Pub. L. 95-124, §8, as added Pub. L. 101-614,
§8(a), Nov. 16, 1990, 104 Stat. 3237; amended Pub.
L. 115-307, §5, Dec. 11, 2018, 132 Stat. 4415.)

Editorial Notes

AMENDMENTS

2018—Pub. L. 115-307 amended section generally. Prior
to amendment, section related to adoption of seismic
safety standards.
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