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complete classification of this Act to the Code, see
Short Title note set out under section 2011 of this title
and Tables.

§7921. Public participation; public hearings

In carrying out the provisions of this sub-
chapter, including the designation of processing
sites, establishing priorities for such sites, the
selection of remedial actions, and the execution
of cooperative agreements, the Secretary, the
Administrator, and the Commission shall en-
courage public participation and, where appro-
priate, the Secretary shall hold public hearings
relative to such matters in the States where
processing sites and disposal sites are located.

(Pub. L. 95-604, title I, §111, Nov. 8, 1978, 92 Stat.
3031.)

§7922. Termination of authority of Secretary
(a) Exceptions; “byproduct material” defined

(1) The authority of the Secretary to perform
remedial action under this subchapter shall ter-
minate on September 30, 1998, except that—

(A) the authority of the Secretary to per-
form groundwater restoration activities under
this subchapter is without limitation, and

(B) the Secretary may continue operation of
the disposal site in Mesa County, Colorado
(known as the Cheney disposal cell) for receiv-
ing and disposing of residual radioactive mate-
rial from processing sites and of byproduct
material from property in the vicinity of the
uranium milling site located in Monticello,
Utah, until the Cheney disposal cell has been
filled to the capacity for which it was de-
signed, or September 30, 2031, whichever comes
first.

(2) For purposes of this subsection, the term
“byproduct material”’ has the meaning given
that term in section 2014(e)(2) of this title.

(b) Authorization of appropriations

The amounts authorized to be appropriated to
carry out the purposes of this subchapter by the
Secretary, the Administrator, the Commission,
and the Secretary of the Interior shall not ex-
ceed such amounts as are established in annual
authorization Acts for fiscal year 1979 and each
fiscal year thereafter applicable to the Depart-
ment of Energy. Any sums appropriated for the
purposes of this subchapter shall be available
until expended.

(Pub. L. 95-604, title I, §112, Nov. 8, 1978, 92 Stat.
3031; Pub. L. 100-616, §3, Nov. 5, 1988, 102 Stat.
3193; Pub. L. 102486, title X, §1031, Oct. 24, 1992,
106 Stat. 2951; Pub. L. 104-259, §2, Oct. 9, 1996, 110
Stat. 3173; Pub. L. 116-260, div. Z, title XI, §11002,
Dec. 27, 2020, 134 Stat. 2612.)

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

2020—Subsec. (a)(1)(B). Pub. L. 116-260 substituted
‘“September 30, 2031”° for ‘‘September 30, 2023"°.

1996—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 104-259 amended subsec. (a)
generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (a) read as fol-
lows: ‘“The authority of the Secretary to perform reme-
dial action under this subchapter shall terminate on
September 30, 1996, except that the authority of the
Secretary to perform groundwater restoration activi-
ties under this subchapter is without limitation.”
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1992—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 102486 substituted 1996
for 1994”.

1988—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 100-616 amended subsec. (a)
generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (a) read as fol-
lows: ““The authority of the Secretary to perform reme-
dial action under this subchapter shall terminate on
the date seven years after the date of promulgation by
the Administrator of general standards applicable to
such remedial action unless such termination date is
specifically extended by an Act of Congress enacted
after November 8, 1978.”’

§7923. Limitation of contractual authority

The authority under this subchapter to enter
into contracts or other obligations requiring the
United States to make outlays may be exercised
only to the extent provided in advance in annual
authorization and appropriation Acts.

(Pub. L. 95-604, title I, §113, Nov. 8, 1978, 92 Stat.
3031.)

§7924. Reports to Congress

(a) Information; consultations; separate official
views; partial report concerning uranium
mill tailings provisions

Beginning on January 1, 1980, and each year
thereafter until January 1, 1986, the Secretary
shall submit a report to the Congress with re-
spect to the status of the actions required to be
taken by the Secretary, the Commission, the

Secretary of the Interior, the Administrator,

and the States and Indian tribes under this

chapter and any amendments to other laws
made by this Act. Each report shall—

(1) include data on the actual and estimated
costs of the program authorized by this sub-
chapter;

(2) describe the extent of participation by
the States and Indian tribes in this program;

(3) evaluate the effectiveness of remedial ac-
tions, and describe any problems associated
with the performance of such actions; and

(4) contain such other information as may be
appropriate.

Such report shall be prepared in consultation
with the Commission, the Secretary of the Inte-
rior, and the Administrator and shall contain
their separate views, comments, and rec-
ommendations, if any. The Commission shall
submit to the Secretary and Congress such por-
tion of the report under this subsection as re-
lates to the authorities of the Commission under
title II of this Act.

(b) Identification of sites; Federal agency juris-
diction; contents; duplication prohibition;
use and cooperation respecting other Fed-
eral agency information

Not later than July 1, 1979, the Secretary shall
provide a report to the Congress which identifies
all sites located on public or acquired lands of
the United States containing residual radio-
active materials and other raidoactivel waste
(other than waste resulting from the production
of electric energy) and specifies which Federal
agency has jurisdiction over such sites. The re-
port shall include the identity of property and
other structures in the vicinity of such site that
are contaminated or may be contaminated by

180 in original. Probably should be ‘‘radioactive’.
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such materials and the actions planned or taken
to remove such materials. The report shall de-
scribe in what manner such sites are adequately
stabilized and otherwise controlled to prevent
radon diffusion from such sites into the environ-
ment and other environmental harm. If any site
is not so stabilized or controlled, the report
shall describe the remedial actions planned for
such site and the time frame for performing
such actions. In preparing the reports under this
section, the Secretary shall avoid duplication of
previous or ongoing studies and shall utilize all
information available from other departments
and agencies of the United States respecting the
subject matter of such report. Such agencies
shall cooperate with the Secretary in the prepa-
ration of such report and furnish such informa-
tion as available to them and necessary for such
report.

(¢) Uranium mine wastes hazards elimination
program

Not later than January 1, 1980, the Adminis-
trator, in consultation with the Commission,
shall provide a report to the Congress which
identifies the location and potential health,
safety, and environmental hazards of uranium
mine wastes together with recommendations, if
any, for a program to eliminate these hazards.

(d) Reports to Congressional committees

Copies of the reports required by this section
to be submitted to the Congress shall be sepa-
rately submitted to the Committees on Interior
and Insular Affairs and on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives and the
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources of
the Senate.

(e) Documentation of information; public avail-
ability; trade secrets and other disclosure ex-
empt information

The Commission, in cooperation with the Sec-
retary, shall ensure that any relevant informa-
tion, other than trade secrets and other propri-
etary information otherwise exempted from
mandatory disclosure under any other provision
of law, obtained from the conduct of each of the
remedial actions authorized by this subchapter
and the subsequent perpetual care of those re-
sidual radioactive materials is documented sys-
tematically, and made publicly available con-
veniently for use.

(Pub. L. 95-604, title I, §114, Nov. 8, 1978, 92 Stat.
3032; H. Res. 549, Mar. 25, 1980.)

Editorial Notes

REFERENCES IN TEXT

This chapter and this Act, referred to in subsec. (a),
mean Pub. L. 95604, Nov. 8, 1978, 92 Stat. 3021, as
amended, known as the Uranium Mill Tailings Radi-
ation Control Act of 1978. For complete classification of
this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under
section 7901 of this title and Tables.

Title II of this Act, referred to in subsec. (a), is title
II (§§201-209) of Pub. L. 95-604, Nov. 8, 1978, 92 Stat. 3033,
as amended, which enacted sections 2022, 2113, and 2114
of this title, amended sections 2014, 2021, 2111, and 2201
of this title, and enacted provisions set out as notes
under sections 2014, 2021, and 2113 of this title. For com-
plete classification of title II to the Code, see Tables.
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Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
CHANGE OF NAME

Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs of the
House of Representatives changed to Committee on
Natural Resources of the House of Representatives on
Jan. 5, 1993, by House Resolution No. 5, One Hundred
Third Congress.

Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce of
the House of Representatives changed to Committee on
Energy and Commerce immediately prior to noon on
Jan. 3, 1981, by House Resolution No. 549, Ninety-sixth
Congress, Mar. 25, 1980. Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of House of Representatives treated as referring
to Committee on Commerce of House of Representa-
tives by section 1(a) of Pub. L. 104-14, set out as a note
preceding section 21 of Title 2. Committee on Com-
merce of House of Representatives changed to Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce of House of Represent-
atives, and jurisdiction over matters relating to securi-
ties and exchanges and insurance generally transferred
to Committee on Financial Services of House of Rep-
resentatives by House Resolution No. 5, One Hundred
Seventh Congress, Jan. 3, 2001.

§7925. Active operations; liability for remedial
action

(a) No amount may be expended under this
subchapter with respect to any site licensed by
the Commission under the Atomic Energy Act of
1954 [42 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.] or by a State as per-
mitted under section 274 of such Act [42 U.S.C.
2021] at which production of any uranium prod-
uct from ores (other than from residual radio-
active materials) takes place. This subsection
does not prohibit the disposal of residual radio-
active material from a processing site under this
subchapter at a site licensed under title IT or the
expenditure of funds under this subchapter for
such disposal.

(b) In the case of each processing site des-
ignated under this subchapter, the Attorney
General shall conduct a study to determine the
identity and legal responsibility which any per-
son (other than the United States, a State, or
Indian tribe) who owned or operated or con-
trolled (as determined by the Attorney General)
such site before November 8, 1978, may have
under any law or rule of law for reclamation or
other remedial action with respect to such site.
The Attorney General shall publish the results
of such study, and provide copies thereof to the
Congress, as promptly as practicable following
November 8, 1978. The Attorney General, based
on such study, shall, to the extent he deems it
appropriate and in the public interest, take such
action under any provision of law in effect when
uranium was produced at such site to require
payment by such person of all or any part of the
costs incurred by the United States for such re-
medial action for which he determines such per-
son is liable.

(Pub. L. 95-604, title I, §115, Nov. 8, 1978, 92 Stat.
3033; Pub. L. 104-259, §4(c), Oct. 9, 1996, 110 Stat.
3174.)

Editorial Notes

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Atomic Energy Act of 1954, referred to in subsec.
(a), is act Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, as added by act Aug. 30,
1954, ch. 1073, §1, 68 Stat. 919, which is classified prin-
cipally to chapter 23 (§2011 et seq.) of this title. For
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