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§455b. State tax as lien upon lands; prior lien of
United States; rights of holder of tax title

All such taxes legally assessed shall be a lien
upon the lands and may be enforced upon said
lands by the sale thereof in the same manner
and under the same proceeding whereby said
taxes are enforced against lands held under pri-
vate ownership; but the title or interest which
the State or political subdivision thereof may
convey by tax sale, tax deed, or as a result of
any tax proceeding shall be subject to a prior
lien reserved to the United States for all due
and unpaid installments on the appraised pur-
chase price of such lands and for all the unpaid
charges authorized by law whether accrued or
otherwise. The holder of such tax deed or tax
title resulting from such tax shall be entitled to
all the rights and privileges in the land of an as-
signee of such entryman on ceded Indian lands
or of an assignee under the provisions of section
441 of this title or of any such entries in a Fed-
eral reclamation project constructed under said
Act of June 17, 1902, as supplemented or amend-
ed.

(Apr. 21, 1928, ch. 394, §3, 45 Stat. 439; June 13,
1930, ch. 477, 46 Stat. 581.)

Editorial Notes

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Act of June 17, 1902, referred to in text, is act June
17, 1902, ch. 1093, 32 Stat. 388, as amended, popularly
known as the Reclamation Act, which is classified gen-
erally to this chapter. For complete classification of
this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under
section 371 of this title and Tables.

§455c. Extinguishment of liens and tax titles on
reversion of lands to United States

If the lands of any such entryman shall at any
time revert to the United States for any reason
whatever, all such liens or tax titles resulting
from assessments levied after June 13, 1930, upon
such lands in favor of the State or political sub-
division thereof wherein the lands are located,
shall be and shall be held to have been, there-
upon extinguished; and the levying of any such
assessment by such State or political subdivi-
sion shall be deemed to be an agreement on its
part, in the event of such reversion, to execute
and record a formal release of such lien or tax
title.

(Apr. 21, 1928, ch. 394, §4, as added June 13, 1930,
ch. 477, 46 Stat. 581.)

SUBCHAPTER IX—CONSTRUCTION CHARGES

§461. Determination of construction charges gen-
erally

The construction charges which shall be made
per acre upon the entries and upon lands in pri-
vate ownership which may be irrigated by the
waters of any irrigation project shall be deter-
mined with a view of returning to the reclama-
tion fund the estimated cost of construction of
the project, and shall be apportioned equitably.

(June 17, 1902, ch. 1093, §4, 32 Stat. 389.)
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Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

Section is comprised of part of section 4 of act June
17, 1902. Remainder of such section 4 is classified to sec-
tion 419 of this title.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

SECTION AS UNAFFECTED BY SUBMERGED LANDS ACT

Provisions of this section as not amended, modified
or repealed by the Submerged Lands Act, see section
1303 of this title.

§462. Classification of irrigable lands and equi-
table apportionment of charges

The irrigable lands of each new project and
new division of a project approved, after Decem-
ber 5, 1924, shall be classified by the Secretary
with respect to their power, under a proper agri-
cultural program, to support a family and pay
water charges, and the Secretary is authorized
to fix different construction charges against dif-
ferent classes of land under the same project for
the purpose of equitably apportioning the total
construction cost so that all lands may as far as
practicable bear the burden of such cost accord-
ing to their productive value.

(Dec. b, 1924, ch. 4, §4, subsec. D, 43 Stat. 702.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

DEFINITIONS

The definitions in section 371 of this title apply to
this section.

§463. Repealed. May 25, 1926, ch. 383, §47, 44
Stat. 650

Section, act Dec. 5, 1924, ch. 4, §4, subsec. E, 43 Stat.
702, related to notices concerning construction charges.

§464. Increases of charges on failure to make
water-right application

In all cases where application for water right
for lands in private ownership or lands held
under entries not subject to the reclamation law
shall not be made within one year after August
13, 1914, or within one year after notice issued in
pursuance of section 419 of this title, in cases
where such notice has not been issued prior to
August 13, 1914, the construction charges for
such land shall be increased 5 per centum each
year until such application is made and an ini-
tial installment is paid.

(Aug. 13, 1914, ch. 247, §9, 38 Stat. 689.)

Editorial Notes

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The reclamation law, referred to in text, is defined in
section 472 of this title.

§465. Charges for water service prior to notice of
construction charge

Whenever water is available and it is impracti-
cable to apportion operation and maintenance
charges as provided in section 492 of this title,
the Secretary of the Interior may, prior to giv-
ing public notice of the construction charge per
acre upon land under any project, furnish water



§466

to any entryman or private landowner there-
under until such notice is given, making a rea-
sonable charge therefor, and such charges shall
be subject to the same penalties and to the pro-
visions for cancellation and collection as herein
provided for other operation and maintenance
charges.

(Aug. 13, 1914, ch. 247, §11, 38 Stat. 689.)

Editorial Notes

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Herein, referred to in text, means act Aug. 13, 1914,
ch. 247, 38 Stat. 686, as amended, which is classified to
sections 373, 414, 418, 435 to 437, 440, 443, 464, 465, 469, 471,
472, 475, 477 to 481, 492, 493, 494 to 497, and 499 of this
title. For complete classification of this Act to the
Code, see Tables.

§466. Surveys to correct errors or inequalities in
original basis of project

On each project existing prior to December 5,
1924, where, in the opinion of the Secretary, it
appears that on account of lack of fertility in
the soil, an inadequate water supply, or other
physical causes, settlers are unable to pay con-
struction costs, or whenever it appears that the
cost of any reclamation project by reason of
error or mistake or for any cause has been ap-
portioned or charged upon a smaller area of land
than the total area of land under said project,
the Secretary is authorized to undertake a com-
prehensive and detailed survey to ascertain all
pertinent facts, and report in each case the re-
sult of such survey to the Congress, with his rec-
ommendations: Provided, That the cost and ex-
pense of each such survey shall be charged to
the appropriation for the project on account of
which the same is made, but shall not be
charged as a part of the construction or oper-
ation and maintenance cost payable by the
water users under the project.

(Dec. b, 1924, ch. 4, §4, subsec. K, 43 Stat. 703.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

DEFINITIONS

The definitions in section 371 of this title apply to
this section.

§467. Repealed. May 25, 1926, ch. 383, §47, 44
Stat. 650

Section, act Dec. 5, 1924, ch. 4, §4, subsec. L, 43 Stat.
703, related to adjustment of charges and items to be
included in adjustment.

§468. Withdrawal of notice given and modifica-
tion of applications and contracts made prior
to February 13, 1911

The Secretary of the Interior may, in his dis-
cretion, withdraw any public notice issued prior
to February 13, 1911, under section 419 of this
title, and he may agree to such modification of
water-right applications duly filed prior to Feb-
ruary 13, 1911, or contracts with water users’ as-
sociations and others, entered into prior to Feb-
ruary 13, 1911, as he may deem advisable, or he
may consent to the abrogation of such water-
right applications and contracts, and proceed in
all respects as if no such notice has been given.
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(Feb. 18, 1911, ch. 49, 36 Stat. 902.)
§469. Increase in construction charges

No increase in the construction charges shall,
after August 13, 1914, be made, after the same
have been fixed by public notice, except by
agreement between the Secretary of the Interior
and a majority of the water-right applicants and
entrymen to be affected by such increase, where-
upon all water-right applicants and entrymen in
the area proposed to be affected by the increased
charge shall become subject thereto. Such in-
creased charge shall be added to the construc-
tion charge and payment thereof distributed
over the remaining unpaid installments of con-
struction charges: Provided, That the Secretary
of the Interior, in his discretion, may agree that
such increased construction charge shall be paid
in additional annual installments, each of which
shall be at least equal to the amount of the larg-
est installment as fixed for the project by the
public notice theretofore issued. And such addi-
tional installments of the increased construc-
tion charge, as so agreed upon shall become due
and payable on December 1 of each year subse-
quent to the year when the final installment of
the construction charge under such public no-
tice is due and payable: Provided further, That
all such increased construction charges shall be
subject to the same conditions, penalties, and
suit or action as provided in sections 478, 480,
and 481 of this title.

(Aug. 13, 1914, ch. 247, §4, 38 Stat. 687.)

§470. When work increasing construction charge
may be undertaken

No work shall be undertaken or expenditure
made for any lands, for which the construction
charge has been fixed by public notice, which
work or expenditure shall, in the opinion of the
Secretary of the Interior, increase the construc-
tion cost above the construction charge so fixed;
unless and until valid and binding agreement to
repay the cost thereof shall have been entered
into between the Secretary of the Interior and
the water-right applicants and entrymen af-
fected by such increased cost, as provided by
section 469 of this title.

(Mar. 3, 1915, ch. 75, §1, 38 Stat. 861.)

§471. Initial payment and annual installments of
charges generally

Any entryman or applicant shall at the time
of making water-right application or entry, as
the case may be, pay into the reclamation fund
5 per centum of the construction charge fixed
for his land as an initial installment, and shall
pay the balance of said charge in annual install-
ments. The first of the annual installments shall
become due and payable on December 1 of the
fifth calendar year after the initial installment:
Provided, That any water-right applicant or
entryman may, if he so elects, pay the whole or
any part of the construction charges owing by
him within any shorter period: Provided further,
That entry may be made whenever water is
available, as announced by the Secretary of the
Interior, and the initial payment be made when
the charge per acre is established.
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