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subsection to the extent that the Secretary, 
after consultation with the Upper Colorado 
River Commission and representatives of the 
three Lower Division States and taking into 
consideration all relevant factors (including, 
but not limited to, historic stream-flows, the 
most critical period of record, and prob-
abilities of water supply), shall find this to be 
reasonably necessary to assure deliveries 
under clauses (1) and (2) without impairment 
of annual consumptive uses in the upper basin 
pursuant to the Colorado River Compact: Pro-

vided, That water not so required to be stored 
shall be released from Lake Powell: (i) to the 
extent it can be reasonably applied in the 
States of the Lower Division to the uses speci-
fied in article III(e) of the Colorado River 
Compact, but no such releases shall be made 
when the active storage in Lake Powell is less 
than the active storage in Lake Mead, (ii) to 
maintain, as nearly as practicable, active stor-
age in Lake Mead equal to the active storage 
in Lake Powell, and (iii) to avoid anticipated 
spills from Lake Powell. 

(b) Submittal of criteria for review and com-
ment; publication; report to Congress 

Not later than January 1, 1970, the criteria 
proposed in accordance with the foregoing sub-
section (a) of this section shall be submitted to 
the Governors of the seven Colorado River Basin 
States and to such other parties and agencies as 
the Secretary may deem appropriate for their 
review and comment. After receipt of comments 
on the proposed criteria, but not later than July 
1, 1970, the Secretary shall adopt appropriate 
criteria in accordance with this section and pub-
lish the same in the Federal Register. Beginning 
January 1, 1972, and yearly thereafter, the Sec-
retary shall transmit to the Congress and to the 
Governors of the Colorado River Basin States a 
report describing the actual operation under the 
adopted criteria for the preceding compact 
water year and the projected operation for the 
current year. As a result of actual operating ex-
perience or unforeseen circumstances, the Sec-
retary may thereafter modify the criteria to 
better achieve the purposes specified in sub-
section (a) of this section, but only after cor-
respondence with the Governors of the seven 
Colorado River Basin States and appropriate 
consultation with such State representatives as 
each Governor may designate. 

(c) Powerplant operations 

Section 7 of the Colorado River Storage 
Project Act [43 U.S.C. 620f] shall be administered 
in accordance with the foregoing criteria. 

(Pub. L. 90–537, title VI, § 602, Sept. 30, 1968, 82 
Stat. 900.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Colorado River Storage Project Act, referred to 
in subsec. (a), is act Apr. 11, 1956, ch. 203, 70 Stat. 105, 
as amended, which is classified generally to chapter 
12B (§ 620 et seq.) of this title. For complete classifica-
tion of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set 
out under section 620 of this title and Tables. 

The Boulder Canyon Project Act, referred to in sub-
sec. (a), is act Dec. 21, 1928, ch. 42, 45 Stat. 1057, as 

amended, which is classified generally to subchapter I 
(§ 617 et seq.) of chapter 12A of this title. For complete 
classification of this Act to the Code, see section 617t 
of this title and Tables. 

The Boulder Canyon Project Adjustment Act, re-
ferred to in subsec. (a), is act July 19, 1940, ch. 643, 54 
Stat. 774, as amended, which is classified generally to 
subchapter II (§ 618 et seq.) of chapter 12A of this title. 
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
section 618o of this title and Tables.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

TERMINATION OF REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

For termination, effective May 15, 2000, of provisions 
in subsec. (b) of this section relating to the require-
ment that the Secretary transmit an annual report to 
Congress, see section 3003 of Pub. L. 104–66, as amended, 
set out as a note under section 1113 of Title 31, Money 
and Finance, and the 3rd item on page 113 of House 
Document No. 103–7. 

§ 1553. Upper Colorado River Basin; rights to 
consumptive uses not to be reduced or preju-
diced; duties and powers of Commission not 
impaired 

(a) Rights of the upper basin to the consump-
tive use of water available to that basin from 
the Colorado River system under the Colorado 
River Compact shall not be reduced or preju-
diced by any use of such water in the lower 
basin. 

(b) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed 
so as to impair, conflict with, or otherwise 
change the duties and powers of the Upper Colo-
rado River Commission. 

(Pub. L. 90–537, title VI, § 603, Sept. 30, 1968, 82 
Stat. 901.) 

§ 1554. Federal reclamation laws 

Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, 
in constructing, operating, and maintaining the 
units of the projects herein and hereafter au-
thorized, the Secretary shall be governed by the 
Federal reclamation laws (Act of June 17, 1902; 
32 Stat. 388, and Acts amendatory thereof or 
supplementary thereto) to which laws this chap-
ter shall be deemed a supplement. 

(Pub. L. 90–537, title VI, § 604, Sept. 30, 1968, 82 
Stat. 901.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Act of June 17, 1902, referred to in text, is popularly 
known as the Reclamation Act, which is classified gen-
erally to chapter 12 (§ 371 et seq.) of this title. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 
Title note set out under section 371 of this title and Ta-
bles. 

§ 1555. Federal Power Act inapplicable to Colo-
rado River between Hoover Dam and Glen 
Canyon Dam 

Part I of the Federal Power Act [16 U.S.C. 791a 
et seq.] shall not be applicable to the reaches of 
the main stream of the Colorado River between 
Hoover Dam and Glen Canyon Dam until and un-
less otherwise provided by Congress. 

(Pub. L. 90–537, title VI, § 605, Sept. 30, 1968, 82 
Stat. 901.)
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