§1781a

Concern within the California Desert Conservation
Area, of the Bureau of Land Management, comprising
approximately five hundred and ninety acres as gen-
erally depicted on a map entitled ‘Dinosaur Trackway
Area of Critical Environmental Concern’, dated July
1993. The Secretary [of the Interior] shall administer
the area to preserve the paleontological resources with-
in the area.

““(b) WITHDRAWAL.—Subject to valid existing rights,
the Federal lands within and adjacent to the Dinosaur
Trackway Area of Critical Environmental Concern, as
generally depicted on a map entitled ‘Dinosaur
Trackway Mineral Withdrawal Area’, dated July 1993,
are hereby withdrawn from all forms of entry, appro-
priation, or disposal under the public land laws; from
location, entry, and patent under the United States
mining laws; and from disposition under all laws per-
taining to mineral and geothermal leasing, and mineral
madterials, and all amendments thereto.”

§1781a. Acceptance of donation of certain exist-
ing permits or leases

(1) During fiscal year 2012 and thereafter, the
Secretary of the Interior shall accept the dona-
tion of any valid existing permits or leases au-
thorizing grazing on public lands within the
California Desert Conservation Area. With re-
spect to each permit or lease donated under this
paragraph, the Secretary shall terminate the
grazing permit or lease, ensure a permanent end
(except as provided in paragraph (2)), to grazing
on the land covered by the permit or lease, and
make the land available for mitigation by allo-
cating the forage to wildlife use consistent with
any applicable Habitat Conservation Plan, sec-
tion 10(a)(1)(B) permit, or section 7 consultation
under the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16
U.S.C. 15631 et seq.).

(2) If the land covered by a permit or lease do-
nated under paragraph (1) is also covered by an-
other valid existing permit or lease that is not
donated under such paragraph, the Secretary of
the Interior shall reduce the authorized grazing
level on the land covered by the permit or lease
to reflect the donation of the permit or lease
under paragraph (1). To ensure that there is a
permanent reduction in the level of grazing on
the land covered by a permit or lease donated
under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall not
allow grazing use to exceed the authorized level
under the remaining valid existing permit or
lease that is not donated.

(Pub. L. 112-74, div. E, title I, §122(b), Dec. 23,
2011, 125 Stat. 1013.)

Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Endangered Species Act of 1973, referred to in
par. (1), is Pub. L. 93-205, Dec. 28, 1973, 87 Stat. 884,
which is classified principally to chapter 35 (§1531 et
seq.) of Title 16, Conservation. Sections 10(a)(1)(B) and
7 of the Act are classified to sections 15639(a)(1)(B) and
1536, respectively, of Title 16. For complete classifica-
tion of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set
out under section 1531 of Title 16 and Tables.

CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the Department of the
Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 2012, and also as part of the Consolidated
Appropriations Act, 2012, and not as part of the Federal
Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 which com-
prises this chapter.

TITLE 43—PUBLIC LANDS
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§1782. Bureau of Land Management Wilderness
Study

(a) Lands subject to review and designation as
wilderness

Within fifteen years after October 21, 1976, the
Secretary shall review those roadless areas of
five thousand acres or more and roadless islands
of the public lands, identified during the inven-
tory required by section 1711(a) of this title as
having wilderness characteristics described in
the Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (78 Stat.
890; 16 U.S.C. 1131 et seq.) and shall from time to
time report to the President his recommenda-
tion as to the suitability or nonsuitability of
each such area or island for preservation as wil-
derness: Provided, That prior to any rec-
ommendations for the designation of an area as
wilderness the Secretary shall cause mineral
surveys to be conducted by the United States
Geological Survey and the United States Bureau
of Mines to determine the mineral values, if
any, that may be present in such areas: Provided
further, That the Secretary shall report to the
President by July 1, 1980, his recommendations
on those areas which the Secretary has prior to
November 1, 1975, formally identified as natural
or primitive areas. The review required by this
subsection shall be conducted in accordance
with the procedure specified in section 3(d) of
the Wilderness Act [16 U.S.C. 1132(d)].

(b) Presidential recommendation for designation
as wilderness

The President shall advise the President of the
Senate and the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives of his recommendations with re-
spect to designation as wilderness of each such
area, together with a map thereof and a defini-
tion of its boundaries. Such advice by the Presi-
dent shall be given within two years of the re-
ceipt of each report from the Secretary. A rec-
ommendation of the President for designation as
wilderness shall become effective only if so pro-
vided by an Act of Congress.

(c) Status of lands during period of review and
determination

During the period of review of such areas and
until Congress has determined otherwise, the
Secretary shall continue to manage such lands
according to his authority under this Act and
other applicable law in a manner so as not to
impair the suitability of such areas for preserva-
tion as wilderness, subject, however, to the con-
tinuation of existing mining and grazing uses
and mineral leasing in the manner and degree in
which the same was being conducted on October
21, 1976: Provided, That, in managing the public
lands the Secretary shall by regulation or other-
wise take any action required to prevent unnec-
essary or undue degradation of the lands and
their resources or to afford environmental pro-
tection. Unless previously withdrawn from ap-
propriation under the mining laws, such lands
shall continue to be subject to such appropria-
tion during the period of review unless with-
drawn by the Secretary under the procedures of
section 1714 of this title for reasons other than
preservation of their wilderness character. Once
an area has been designated for preservation as
wilderness, the provisions of the Wilderness Act
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