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Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1990—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 101–380, § 4302(d)(1), sub-

stituted ‘‘commits a class A misdemeanor’’ for ‘‘shall 

be fined not more than $10,000, imprisoned for not more 

than one year, or both’’. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 101–380, § 4302(d)(2), substituted 

‘‘commits a class A misdemeanor’’ for ‘‘shall be fined 

not more than $10,000, imprisoned for not more than 2 

years, or both’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1990 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 101–380 applicable to incidents 

occurring after Aug. 18, 1990, see section 1020 of Pub. L. 

101–380, set out as an Effective Date note under section 

2701 of Title 33, Navigation and Navigable Waters.

PART D—MARINE CASUALTIES

CHAPTER 61—REPORTING MARINE 
CASUALTIES 

Sec. 

6101. Marine casualties and reporting. 

6102. State marine casualty reporting system. 

6103. Penalty. 

6104. Commercial fishing industry vessel casualty 

statistics. 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Chapter 61 provides for the reporting of marine cas-

ualties and incidents involving all United States flag 

vessels occurring anywhere in the world and any for-

eign flag vessel operating on waters subject to the ju-

risdiction of the United States.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Pub. L. 100–424, § 4(c), Sept. 9, 1988, 102 Stat. 1591, 

added item 6104. 

§ 6101. Marine casualties and reporting 

(a) The Secretary shall prescribe regulations 
on the marine casualties to be reported and the 
manner of reporting. The regulations shall re-
quire reporting the following marine casualties: 

(1) death of an individual. 
(2) serious injury to an individual. 
(3) material loss of property. 
(4) material damage affecting the seaworthi-

ness or efficiency of the vessel. 
(5) significant harm to the environment.

(b) A marine casualty shall be reported within 
5 days as provided in this part and regulations 
prescribed under this part. Each report filed 
under this section shall include information as 
to whether the use of alcohol contributed to the 
casualty. 

(c) NOTICE TO STATE AND TRIBAL GOVERN-
MENTS.—Not later than 24 hours after receiving 
a notice of a major marine casualty under this 
section, the Secretary shall notify each State or 
federally recognized Indian tribe that is, or may 
reasonably be expected to be, affected by such 
marine casualty. 

(d)(1) This part applies to a foreign vessel 
when involved in a marine casualty on the navi-
gable waters of the United States. 

(2) This part applies, to the extent consistent 
with generally recognized principles of inter-

national law, to a foreign vessel constructed or 
adapted to carry, or that carries, oil in bulk as 
cargo or cargo residue involved in a marine cas-
ualty described under subsection (a)(4) or (5) in 
waters subject to the jurisdiction of the United 
States, including the Exclusive Economic Zone. 

(e) A marine casualty not resulting in the 
death of an individual shall be classified accord-
ing to the gravity of the casualty, as prescribed 
by regulation, giving consideration to the ex-
tent of injuries to individuals, the extent of 
property damage, the dangers that the casualty 
creates, and the size, occupation, and means of 
propulsion of each vessel involved. 

(f)(1) This chapter applies to a marine casualty 
involving a United States citizen on a foreign 
passenger vessel operating south of 75 degrees 
north latitude, west of 35 degrees west lon-
gitude, and east of the International Date Line; 
or operating in the area south of 60 degrees 
south latitude that—

(A) embarks or disembarks passengers in the 
United States; or 

(B) transports passengers traveling under 
any form of air and sea ticket package mar-
keted in the United States.

(2) When there is a marine casualty described 
in paragraph (1) of this subsection and an inves-
tigation is conducted, the Secretary shall ensure 
that the investigation—

(A) is thorough and timely; and 
(B) produces findings and recommendations 

to improve safety on passenger vessels.

(3) When there is a marine casualty described 
in paragraph (1) of this subsection, the Sec-
retary may—

(A) seek a multinational investigation of the 
casualty under auspices of the International 
Maritime Organization; or 

(B) conduct an investigation of the casualty 
under chapter 63 of this title.

(g) To the extent consistent with generally 
recognized practices and procedures of inter-
national law, this part applies to a foreign ves-
sel involved in a marine casualty or incident, as 
defined in the International Maritime Organiza-
tion Code for the Investigation of Marine Cas-
ualties and Incidents, where the United States is 
a Substantially Interested State and is, or has 
the consent of, the Lead Investigating State 
under the Code. 

(h) The Secretary shall publish all major ma-
rine casualty reports prepared in accordance 
with this section in an electronic form, and 
shall provide information electronically regard-
ing how other marine casualty reports can be 
obtained. 

(i) For purposes of this section, the term 
‘‘major marine casualty’’ means a casualty in-
volving a vessel, other than a public vessel, that 
results in—

(1) the loss of 6 or more lives; 
(2) the loss of a mechanically propelled ves-

sel of 100 or more gross tons; 
(3) property damage initially estimated at 

$2,000,000 or more; or 
(4) serious threat, as determined by the 

Commandant with concurrence by the Chair-
man of the National Transportation Safety 
Board, to life, property, or the environment by 
hazardous materials.
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