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1 So in original. Does not conform to section catchline.
1 See References in Text note below. 

amount of the Federal share of the awards by 
the Secretary may not exceed $500,000. 

(f) UNIVERSITY TRANSPORTATION RESEARCH 
FUNDS.—The Secretary may make a grant under 
section 5505 of title 49 to an institute designated 
under subsection (a) for maritime and maritime 
intermodal research under that section as if the 
institute were a university transportation cen-
ter. In making a grant, the Secretary, through 
the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Re-
search and Technology of the Department of 
Transportation, shall advise the Maritime Ad-
ministration on the availability of funds for the 
grants and consult with the Administration on 
making the grants. 

(Pub. L. 109–304, § 8(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1561; 
Pub. L. 113–76, div. L, title I, Jan. 17, 2014, 128 
Stat. 574.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

50112 .......... 46 App.:1121–2. Pub. L. 101–115, § 8, Oct. 13, 
1989, 103 Stat. 694; Pub. L. 
101–595, title VII, § 702, 
Nov. 16, 1990, 104 Stat. 
2994; Pub. L. 102–241, § 47, 
Dec. 19, 1991, 105 Stat. 
2227; Pub. L. 106–398, § 1 
[div. C, title XXXV, 
§ 3504], Oct. 30, 2000, 114 
Stat. 1654, 1654A–493; Pub. 
L. 108–426, Nov. 30, 2004, 
§ 2(c)(4), 118 Stat. 2424. 

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘Office of the Assistant Secretary for Research and 

Technology of the Department of Transportation’’ sub-

stituted for ‘‘Research and Innovative Technology Ad-

ministration’’ in subsec. (f) on authority of title I of 

div. L of Pub. L. 113–76, set out in part as a note under 

former section 112 of Title 49, Transportation. 

§ 50113. Use and performance reports by opera-
tors of vessels 

(a) FILING REQUIREMENT.—The Secretary of 
Transportation by regulation may require the 
operator of a vessel in the waterborne foreign 
commerce of the United States to file such re-
port, account, record, or memorandum on the 
use and performance of the vessel as the Sec-
retary considers desirable to assist in carrying 
out this subtitle. The report, account, record, or 
memorandum shall be signed and verified, and 
be filed at the times and in the manner, as pro-
vided by regulation. 

(b) CIVIL PENALTY.—An operator not filing a 
report, account, record, or memorandum re-
quired by the Secretary under this section is lia-
ble to the United States Government for a civil 
penalty of $50 for each day of the violation. A 
penalty imposed under this section on the oper-
ator of a vessel constitutes a lien on the vessel 
involved in the violation. A civil action in rem 
to enforce the lien may be brought in the dis-
trict court of the United States for any district 
in which the vessel is found. The Secretary may 
remit or mitigate any penalty imposed under 
this section. 

(Pub. L. 109–304, § 8(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1562.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

50113 .......... 46 App.:1122a. June 29, 1936, ch. 858, title 
II, § 212(A), as added June 
25, 1956, ch. 437, 70 Stat. 
332; Aug. 6, 1981, Pub. L. 
97–31, § 12(70), 95 Stat. 159. 

CHAPTER 503—ADMINISTRATIVE 

Sec. 

50301. Vessel Operations Revolving Fund. 
50302. Port development. 
50303. Operating property and extending term of 

notes. 

50304. Sale and transfer of property. 

50305. Appointment of trustee or receiver and oper-

ation of vessels. 

50306. Requiring testimony and records in investiga-

tions. 

50307. Maritime environmental and technical assist-

ance program. 

50308. Port development; maritime transportation 

system emergency relief program.1 

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2021—Pub. L. 116–283, div. C, title XXXV, § 3505(b), 

Jan. 1, 2021, 134 Stat. 4405, added item 50308. 

2012—Pub. L. 112–213, title IV, § 403(b), Dec. 20, 2012, 126 

Stat. 1570, added item 50307. 

§ 50301. Vessel Operations Revolving Fund 

(a) IN GENERAL.—There is a ‘‘Vessel Oper-
ations Revolving Fund’’ for use by the Secretary 
of Transportation in carrying out duties and 
powers related to vessel operations, including 
charter, operation, maintenance, repair, recon-
ditioning, and improvement of merchant vessels 
under the jurisdiction of the Secretary. The 
Fund has a working capital of $20,000,000, to re-
main available until expended. 

(b) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER LAWS.—Notwith-
standing any other law, rates for shipping serv-
ices provided under the Fund shall be prescribed 
by the Secretary and the Fund shall be credited 
with receipts from vessel operations conducted 
under the Fund. Sections 1(a) and (c), 3(c), and 4 
of the Act of March 24, 1943 (50 App. U.S.C. 
1291(a), (c), 1293(c), 1294),1 apply to those oper-
ations and to seamen employed through general 
agents as employees of the United States Gov-
ernment. Notwithstanding any other law on the 
employment of persons by the Government, the 
seamen may be employed in accordance with 
customary commercial practices in the mari-
time industry. 

(c) ADVANCEMENTS.—With the approval of the 
Director of the Office of Management and Budg-
et, the Secretary may advance amounts the Sec-
retary considers necessary, but not more than 2 
percent of vessel operating expenses, from the 
Fund to the appropriation ‘‘Salaries and Ex-
penses’’ in carrying out duties and powers re-
lated to vessel operations, without regard to the 
limitations on amounts stated in that appro-
priation. 

(d) TRANSFERS.—The unexpended balances of 
working funds or of allocation accounts estab-
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