§51323

rying a cadet from the United States Mer-
chant Marine Academy to certify compliance
of the vessel with the International Conven-
tion for Safety of Life at Sea, 1974 (32 UST 47)
and section 8106 of this title.

(2) INFORMATION FOR CADETS.—The Maritime
Administrator shall ensure that the Academy
informs cadets preparing for Sea Year of the
obligations that vessel owners and operators
have to provide for the security of individuals
aboard a vessel under United States law, in-
cluding chapter 81 and section 70103(c) of this
title.

(b) CHECKS OF COMMERCIAL VESSELS.—

(1) REQUIREMENT.—Not less frequently than
biennially, staff of the Academy or staff of the
Maritime Administration shall conduct both
random and targeted unannounced checks of
not less than 10 percent of the commercial ves-
sels that host a cadet from the Academy.

(2) REMOVAL OF STUDENTS.—If staff of the
Academy or staff of the Maritime Administra-
tion determine that a commercial vessel is in
violation of the sexual assault policy devel-
oped by the Academy through a check con-
ducted under paragraph (1), the staff may—

(A) remove any cadet of the Academy from
the vessel; and

(B) report the violation to the owner or op-
erator of the vessel.

(¢c) MAINTENANCE OF SEXUAL ASSAULT TRAINING
RECORDS.—The Maritime Administrator shall
require the owner or operator of a commercial
vessel, or the seafarer union for a commercial
vessel, to maintain records of sexual assault
training for any person required to have such
training.

(d) SEA YEAR SURVEY.—

(1) REQUIREMENT.—The Maritime Adminis-
trator shall require each cadet from the Acad-
emy, upon completion of the cadet’s Sea Year,
to complete a survey regarding the environ-
ment and conditions during the Sea Year of
the vessel to which the cadet was assigned.

(2) AVAILABILITY.—The Maritime Adminis-
trator shall make available to the public for
each year—

(A) the questions used in the survey re-
quired by paragraph (1); and

(B) the aggregated data received from such
surveys.

(Added Pub. L. 11591, div. C, title XXXV,
§3516(a), Dec. 12, 2017, 131 Stat. 1927; amended
Pub. L. 1156-232, div. C, title XXXV, §3515(b), Aug.
13, 2018, 132 Stat. 2312.)

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

2018—Subsec. (c¢). Pub. L. 115232 amended subsec. (c¢)
generally. Prior to amendment, text read as follows:
“The Maritime Administrator shall require the owner
or operator of a commercial vessel, or the seafarer
union for a commercial vessel, to maintain records of
sexual assault training for the crew and passengers of
any vessel hosting a cadet from the Academy.”

§51323. United States Merchant Marine Academy
Advisory Council

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of Trans-
portation shall establish an advisory council, to
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be known as the ‘“United States Merchant Ma-
rine Academy Advisory Council” (in this section
referred to as the ‘“‘Council”).

(b) MEMBERSHIP.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall select
not fewer than 8 and not more than 14 individ-
uals to serve as members of the Council. Such
individuals shall have such expertise as the
Secretary determines necessary and appro-
priate for providing advice and guidance on
improving the Academy.

(2) GOVERNMENTAL EXPERTS.—The number of
members of the Council who are employees of
the Federal Government may not exceed the
number of members of the Council who are not
employees of the Federal Government.

(3) EMPLOYEE STATUS.—Members of the
Council shall not be considered employees of
the United States Government by reason of
their membership on the Council for any pur-
pose and shall not receive compensation other
than reimbursement of travel expenses and per
diem allowance in accordance with section
5703 of title 5.

(¢c) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The Council shall pro-
vide advice to the Secretary at the time and in
the manner requested by the Secretary.

(d) PERSONALLY IDENTIFIABLE INFORMATION.—
In carrying out its responsibilities under this
subsection, the Council shall comply with the
obligations of the Department of Transportation
to protect personally identifiable information.

(Added Pub. L. 117-81, div. C, title XXXV,
§3501(c)(1), Dec. 27, 2021, 135 Stat. 2238.)

§ 51324. Unfilled vacancies

(a) IN GENERAL.—In the event of an unfilled
vacancy for any critical position at the United
States Merchant Marine Academy, the Sec-
retary of Transportation may appoint, without
regard to the provisions of subchapter I of chap-
ter 33 of title b, other than sections 3303 and 3328
of that title, a qualified candidate for the pur-
poses of filling up to 20 of such positions.

(b) CRITICAL POSITION DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘critical position’” means a posi-
tion that contributes to the improvement of—

(1) the culture or infrastructure of the Acad-
emy;

(2) student health and well being;

(3) Academy governance; or

(4) any other priority areas identified by the
Council.

(Added Pub. L. 117-81, div. C, title XXXV,
§3501(c)(1), Dec. 27, 2021, 135 Stat. 2238.)
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