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Sec. 

51510. Deferment of service obligation under student 

incentive payment agreements. 

51511. Midshipman status in the Navy Reserve.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Pub. L. 110–181, div. C, title XXXV, § 3523(a)(1), 

Jan. 28, 2008, 122 Stat. 598, substituted ‘‘Navy Reserve’’ 

for ‘‘Naval Reserve’’ in item 51511. 

§ 51501. General support program 

(a) ASSISTANCE TO STATE MARITIME ACAD-
EMIES.—The Secretary of Transportation shall 
cooperate with and assist State maritime acad-
emies in providing instruction to individuals to 
prepare them for service in the merchant marine 
of the United States. 

(b) COURSE DEVELOPMENT.—The Secretary 
shall provide to each State maritime academy 
guidance and assistance in developing courses 
on the operation and maintenance of new ves-
sels, on equipment, and on innovations being in-
troduced to the merchant marine of the United 
States. 

(c) AMERICAN MARITIME CENTERS OF EXCEL-
LENCE.—The Secretary shall designate each 
State maritime academy as an American Mari-
time Center of Excellence. 

(Pub. L. 109–304, § 8(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1577; 
Pub. L. 116–92, div. C, title XXXV, § 3505, Dec. 20, 
2019, 133 Stat. 1970.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

51501(a) ...... 46 App.:1295c(a). June 29, 1936, ch. 858, title 
XIII, § 1304(a), (d)(2), as 
added Pub. L. 96–453, § 2, 
Oct. 15, 1980, 94 Stat. 2003, 
2004. 

51501(b) ...... 46 App.:1295c(d)(2). 

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2019—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 116–92 added subsec. (c). 

§ 51502. Detailing of personnel 

At the request of the Governor of a State, the 
President may detail, without reimbursement, 
personnel of the Navy, the Coast Guard, and the 
Maritime Service to a State maritime academy 
to serve as a superintendent, professor, lecturer, 
or instructor at the academy. 

(Pub. L. 109–304, § 8(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1577.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

51502 .......... 46 App.:1295c(e). June 29, 1936, ch. 858, title 
XIII, § 1304(e), as added 
Pub. L. 96–453, § 2, Oct. 15, 
1980, 94 Stat. 2004. 

The reference to territories is omitted as unnecessary 

because of the definition of ‘‘State’’ in chapter 1 of the 

revised title. 

§ 51503. Regional maritime academies 

The Governors of the States cooperating to 
sponsor a regional maritime academy shall des-

ignate in writing one of those States to conduct 
the affairs of that academy. A regional mari-
time academy is eligible for assistance from the 
United States Government on the same basis as 
a State maritime academy sponsored by a single 
State. 

(Pub. L. 109–304, § 8(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1577.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

51503 .......... 46 App.:1295c(b). June 29, 1936, ch. 858, title 
XIII, § 1304(b), as added 
Pub. L. 96–453, § 2, Oct. 15, 
1980, 94 Stat. 2003. 

The reference to territories is omitted as unnecessary 

because of the definition of ‘‘State’’ in chapter 1 of the 

revised title. 

§ 51504. Use of training vessels 

(a) APPLICATIONS TO USE VESSELS.—The Gov-
ernor of a State sponsoring a State maritime 
academy (or the Governor of the State des-
ignated to conduct the affairs of a regional mar-
itime academy) may apply in writing to the Sec-
retary of Transportation to obtain the use of a 
training vessel for the academy. A vessel pro-
vided under this section remains the property of 
the United States Government. 

(b) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—Subject to sub-
section (c), the Secretary may provide to a 
State maritime academy, for use as a training 
vessel, a suitable vessel under the control of the 
Secretary or made available to the Secretary 
under subsection (e). If a suitable vessel is not 
available, the Secretary may build and provide a 
suitable vessel. 

(c) APPROVAL REQUIREMENTS.—The Secretary 
may provide a vessel under this section only if—

(1) an application has been made under sub-
section (a); 

(2) the State maritime academy satisfies 
section 51506(a) of this title; and 

(3) a suitable port will be available for the 
safe mooring of the vessel while the academy 
is using the vessel.

(d) PREPARATION AND MAINTENANCE.—A vessel 
provided under this section shall be—

(1) repaired, reconditioned, and equipped 
(with all apparel, charts, books, and instru-
ments of navigation) as necessary for use as a 
training vessel; and 

(2) maintained in good repair by the Sec-
retary.

(e) AGENCY VESSELS.—An agency may provide 
to the Secretary, for use by a State maritime 
academy, a vessel (including equipment) that—

(1) is suitable for training purposes; and 
(2) can be provided without detriment to the 

service to which the vessel is assigned.

(f) FUEL COSTS.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the availability 

of appropriations, the Secretary shall pay to 
each State maritime academy the costs of fuel 
used by a vessel provided under this section 
while used for training. 

(2) MAXIMUM AMOUNTS.—The amount of the 
payment to a State maritime academy under 
paragraph (1) may not exceed—
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