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Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE

Section effective 1 day after Dec. 19, 2007, see section
1601 of Pub. L. 110-140, set out as a note under section
1824 of Title 2, The Congress.

[§55603. Repealed. Pub. L. 116-283, div. G, title
LVXXXIIT [LXXXITII], §8332(d)(1), Jan. 1, 2021,
134 Stat. 4704]

Section, added Pub. L. 110-140, title XI, §1121(a), Dec.
19, 2007, 121 Stat. 1761, related to an interagency board
to identify and seek solutions to impediments hin-
dering effective use of short sea transportation.

§55604. Research on marine highway transpor-
tation

The Secretary of Transportation, in consulta-
tion with the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, may conduct re-
search on marine highway transportation, re-
garding—

(1) the environmental and transportation
benefits to be derived from marine highway
transportation alternatives for other forms of
transportation;

(2) technology, vessel design, and other im-
provements that would reduce emissions, in-
crease fuel economy, and lower costs of ma-
rine highway transportation and increase the
efficiency of intermodal transfers; and

(3) solutions to impediments to marine high-
way transportation projects designated under
section 55601.

(Added Pub. L. 110-140, title XI, §1121(a), Dec. 19,
2007, 121 Stat. 1761; amended Pub. L. 116-283, div.
G, title LVXXXIII [LXXXIII], §8332(d)(4), (b),
Jan. 1, 2021, 134 Stat. 4705.)

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

2021—Pub. L. 116-283 substituted ‘‘marine highway”’
for ‘‘short sea’ in section catchline and wherever ap-
pearing in text.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE

Section effective 1 day after Dec. 19, 2007, see section
1601 of Pub. L. 110-140, set out as a note under section
1824 of Title 2, The Congress.

§55605. Marine highway transportation defined

In this chapter, the term ‘‘marine highway
transportation’ means the carriage by a docu-
mented vessel of cargo—

(1) that is—

(A) contained in intermodal cargo con-
tainers and loaded by crane on the vessel;

(B) loaded on the vessel by means of
wheeled technology;

(C) shipped in discrete units or packages
that are handled individually, palletized, or
unitized for purposes of transportation; or

(D) freight vehicles carried aboard com-
muter ferry boats; and

(2) that is—

(A) loaded at a port in the United States
and unloaded either at another port in the
United States or at a port in Canada located
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in the Great Lakes Saint Lawrence Seaway
System; or

(B) loaded at a port in Canada located in
the Great Lakes Saint Lawrence Seaway
System and unloaded at a port in the United
States.

(Added Pub. L. 110-140, title XI, §1121(a), Dec. 19,
2007, 121 Stat. 1761; amended Pub. L. 112-213, title
IV, §405(b), Dec. 20, 2012, 126 Stat. 1571; Pub. L.
114-92, div. C, title XXXV, §3508, Nov. 25, 2015, 129
Stat. 1223; Pub. L. 116-283, div. G, title
LVXXXIII [LXXXIII], §8332(d)(6), Jan. 1, 2021, 134
Stat. 4705.)

Editorial Notes

AMENDMENTS

2021—Pub. L. 116-283 substituted ‘‘Marine highway”’
for ‘‘Short sea’ in section catchline and ‘‘marine high-
way transportation’ for ‘‘short sea transportation” in
introductory provisions.

2015—Par. (1)(C), (D). Pub. L. 114-92 added subpars. (C)
and (D).

2012—Pub. L. 112-213, which directed amendment of
section 55605, without specifying the title to be amend-
ed, by substituting ‘“by a documented vessel” for ‘‘by
vessel’” in the matter preceding par. (1), was executed
to this section, to reflect the probable intent of Con-
gress.
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EFFECTIVE DATE

Section effective 1 day after Dec. 19, 2007, see section
1601 of Pub. L. 110-140, set out as a note under section
1824 of Title 2, The Congress.

PART E—CONTROL OF MERCHANT MARINE

CAPABILITIES
CHAPTER 561—RESTRICTIONS ON
TRANSFERS
Sec.
56101. Approval required to transfer vessel to non-
citizen.
56102. Additional controls during war or national
emergency.
56103. Conditional approvals.
56104. Penalty for false statements.
56105. Forfeiture procedure.

§56101. Approval required to transfer vessel to
noncitizen

(a) RESTRICTIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-
vided in this section, section 12119 of this title,
or section 611 of the Merchant Marine Act,
1936, a person may not, without the approval
of the Secretary of Transportation—

(A) sell, lease, charter, deliver, or in any
other manner transfer, or agree to sell,
lease, charter, deliver, or in any other man-
ner transfer, to a person not a citizen of the
United States, an interest in or control of—

(i) a documented vessel owned by a cit-
izen of the United States; or

(ii) a vessel last documented under the
laws of the United States; or

(B) place under foreign registry, or operate
under the authority of a foreign country, a
documented vessel or a vessel last docu-
mented under the laws of the United States.
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